Unconventional drama

Performances of the Jewish
Ensemble Theatre production of
“Stow Dance on the Killing
GGround” coutinue throtigh Sun.
daey. Julp 1. at the Jewisk Com.
munity Center in West Bloom.
Sielid. For ticket information call
the box office at 788-2900,

By Barbara Michals
special writer

As ils title suggests, ow Dance
on the Killing Ground” is nol the
most conventional of dramas, As
skillfully presented by the Jewish
I ble Theatre, this little-k N
play by Willlam Hanley is powerful,
puzzling and thought-provaking.

Set in a small Brooklyn candy
sture in 1962, an the same day that
Adolf Eichmann was hung for war
crimvs, the drama explores guilt and
the unjversal need for Jove and ac-
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Super-charged with
energy most of the
time, Randall is a
manic-depressive who
occasionally runs out
of gas and changes his
whole persona.

500n 4s she reaches the store. In the

ceptance. Cir bring three
very disparate characters together
for some soul-searching.

Glas (David Fox), a non-Jewish
German who purports to have beep a
political prisoner in a concentration
camp. now Jeads a quiet existence as
the owner of the store. Randall (Roo-
sevelt T. Jobnson) is a very strange
black teen who comes bounding into
the stare late at night. clearly hiding
irom the law. In Act { the pair does a
slow dance, circling each other with
accusations and hostility.

The first act ends with the sudden
arrival of Rosie (Stacie Passon), a
young woman who got lost on her
way te an abortionist and falnis as

of the play, Iosie wili
as ihe calalyst that brings
Glas and Randall to confess their
ch new understanding
while both 1ty 10 convince her to for-
£et the abortion,

ALL THREE performers are ex-
cellent, hut Johnson’s role Is clearly
the mwst demanding. Super-charged
with energy most of the time, Ran-
dall is 4 manic-depressive who occa-
sionally runs oul of gas and changes
his whole persona. Incongruously
dressd in dark glasses, top hat and
short flowing cape, Randall all dut
swings from (he light fixtures as he
nervously hops around the small
store, Ie mixes mispronounced big

words with an exaggerated stireet-
hip style of speech, his delivery at
times as staccate as machine-gun
fire.

Occaslonally one glimpses the
other Randall, a ghotto victlm who
thinks hig'brllliant mind and educat-
ed speech™make him a freak In the
heartless ~“killing ground” of his
world.

Fox is thoroughly convincing as
the morose, antisoclal Glas who has
shut hlmself away from the world
and Internalized all his anger. Pas.
son is likewlse very belicvable as the
plain-looking Rosie, low in self-cs-
ieem but compassionate to others'
pain.

Director Evelyn Orbach does a
fine jobh orchestrating the trio of ac-
tors to react from cach other. Pac-
ing is smooth throughout. There is
nothing “slow* about the production,
despite its title and sparse physical
action.

Melinda Pacha's sot design for the
seedy candy store is wonderful. One
can almost see the dust stirring
when Glas inventories the shelves,
and feel the compactness of the
world in which he has enclosed him-
self.

Thursday, Juna 21, 1890 OKE

powerfully interpreted

Roosevelt T, Johnson {left), David Fox and Sta-
cie Passon appear in Jewish Ensemble Theatre

Barbara Michals teaches high
scheol English in Sonthficld. A
theater critic for the tast 16 yeurs,
she is an inveterate playgoer who
reqularly catches up on all the
New York productions.
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Outdoor cafe

Swanves” OQutdoor Cafe opens to
the public at 5:3¢ p.m. Friday at the
Novi filton. The cafe. next to the ho-
s steak and seafood Swan restau-
rant. operates Monday-Saturday,
Cockeails, tropical drinks and other
beverages are avatlable. Live enter-
taintnent is featured each Thursday,
along with Chef Silvia's revolving
gritled appetizer menu including Ca-
junstyle barbecue shrimp, marinat-
od breast of chicken and baby-back
ribs. Other appetizers alsa are of-
fered. All week long, desseris and
cordials from the Swan may be or-
dered a1 Swances.'
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Fox Centre

Tres Vite, madern cafe that Is the
joint endeavor of Chef Jimmy
Schmidt and Litlle Caesars Presi
denl Michae) [litch, has opened in
the Fox Centre Building in down-
town Detroit. The interior design
combines custom wosdwork, Italian
tighting and an exposed kitchen.
Photo blow-ups from the Paris res
taurant scene of the *50s are hung on
the walls. There is furniture crafted
by Michigan artisans and Memphis
Collection chairs. Menu at the casu-
al, moderately priced eatery {aver-
age $6 for tunch, $14 for dinncrs)
features grilled entrees, homemade

Whe finest in Xprefiern ralian Cuisine

.
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222 Second Avenue
Detroit, M1

(313) 833.8425

breads, pasta and desserts, with an
emphasis on seasonal ingredients.

Shore dinner

A shore dinner will be presented
at the special monthly dinner a1 7
p.m. Monday-Tuesday at the Lark in
West Bloomfield. The menu includes
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THE STAR OF DETROIT I
THE BEST VIEW OF THE DETROIT SKYLINE IS SEEN FROM A STAR

Troat that somacne special 16 the bost viow of Ihe Delroit and Windsot skyhnes.
fantestic

Enjoy teritic food. |
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The Star is the
! Perfect Setting for
- Any Special
Occasion

agreatiime.

Malor Creait Cards Accepled
Gilt Cothincotes Avoliodle
Groups 25 or More Call

259-9160

Gift Cortilicales
Avoiloble

codfish beignets, clams casino, oy-
sters provencal, softsshelled crab
with sherry eream sauce (or a choice
of ctam and leek soup). champagne
and cranberry sorbet cocktail, roust
Malne lobster. lemen mousse in
can shell, coffee or tea and  bonbon,
for $67.50 pur person. Reservations
are required.

SOFTBALL
TEAMS
WELCOME

Pick up a “hall-buke

for the Tth fnning streteh!
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Any Large Pizza

or Large Antipasto or f|

OBE Large Greek Salad
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production of “Slow Dance on the Killiny
Ground.”
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SCIENCES PROGRAM

What are your Kids
doing this Summer?
Send them to College!!

EXCITING CLASSES IN...
+ Theater « Art - Sports » Swimming
- Geometry - Dance - History « Discovery Sciences
» And Many More...
Ages 10 and Older (Adult)
Three - 2 week Sessions, June 25 thru Aug. 3

Be an Early Bird and reserve your
seats early for the great performances in the

SMITH THEATER
“Spoon River Anthology” e JUly 20, 28, 29
“The Lion in Winter” JJuly 21, 27, August 3
“Beauty & The Beast JJuly 22, 31, August 2
“Anne of Green Gables” . JJuly 26, August 1, 4
For Show Times & Ticket Prices Phone 471-7590
Class Enroliment is Limited...CALL NOW!

471-7590

Ask for Betty

Orchard Ridge Campus [-696 & Orchard Lk.

Celebrate Disneyland’s 35th Birthday
with Mickey Mouse, Minnie Mouse and Goofy

* Have your photograph taken with Mickey Mouse
*» Enjoy cake and ice cream
* Tour the 35th anniversary Mickey’s Mouseorail
» Children’s games * Magic acts.
For reservations, telephone _
The Ritz-Carlton, Dearborn at.......(313) 441-2000

gords

THE RITZ-CARLTON
DeARBORN

Tuesday, June 26
“1-3 p.m.
Adults............................S10
Children under 12..........$7




