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Police,

By Caosey Hane
and Joanno Maliszewskl
stalf writors

School and police offlcials say
they are pleased with recent efforts
to promote drug awareness. They re-
allze they face a big challenge In
reachlng all students at all levels.

But, everyone concurs, education
is key to helping flght drugs In the
suburbs. And that respenslibility falls
op parcnts, educators, pollce agen-
cics and everyone In the community.

“It scems Lo me so reasonable and
so loglcal that you work with the
klds. It only makes sense,” sald
Farmington’s publle safety director,
Frank Lauho!f, a longtime advocate
of a pollce lialson program in the
schoal

Such a program was recently ap-
proved by the Farmington school
board as part of the district's cforts
lo incorparate drug educatlon inte
the general curriculum.

“The history has k:en, there hasn't
been any action (ln the schools) ux-
less thewe’s a  problum,” sald
Lauholi,

“THERE'S NO doubt about it —
therc's a problom,” added Farming-

schools join

‘It seoms to me so

.reasonable and so
loglcal that you work
with the kids. It only
makes sense.’

~— Frank Lauhoff
Farmington public salety

awarencss program is done by FFA
velunteer parents In carly elementa-
ry grades,

® The THINK program, co-spon-
sored by both pelice departments,
the school district, and the Maple-
grove Chemlcal Dependency Center
in West Bloomfteld, Is a four-week
program for all fifth graders. Drugs,
self-esteem and other pre-teen Issucs
are part of the program,

@ Peer counscling and building
support groups are belng set up at
all Farmington middle schools and
high schoals, to deal with problems
that arise, lnvulvlr’g drugs and other
matters. For example, at Power
Middle School, plans are under way
to train more stalf and students in
1990-91 to run listening and counsel-
Ing groups.

® With its new budget in June,

ton siihis Puace Chlef William Dwy-
er. *I think the spirlt of cooperatlon
is moving In the right direction. The
new (school) adminlstratlon la coop-
crating.”

In the past, Dwyer sald, drug prob-

lems were “handled within the
schools, They scldom called if any-

thing s conflscated."

That attitude appears to be chang-
ing. There are a varicty of pro-
grams, including several new ones,
which involve both schoo! and com-
munlty resources:

® The Farmington Familles (n
Action BABES alcohol and drug

Hills drug crackdown
leads to 100 arrests

By Casey Hans
and Joanne Mallszowski
stolf wrltors

A snort can mcan losing your car
tn Farmington Hills,

Drug users are bélng held account-
able in the city under a relatively
new program, “Do Drugs, Do Time.”

Since its inceptlon In October
1989, Farmington Hllls police have
made 100 arrests In 75 incldents
through June 11, 1990.

In the past, when pollce found
someone with drugs, a ticket was Is-
sued and the drugs were confiscated.

Now, people - with even the most
minute amount of drugs — are ar-
rested, taken to the police station

and fingerprinted, said Farmington
Hills Pollce Chief Witliam Dwyer,

To make matters worse for the
drug user, forfeiture proceedings, al-
lowed under state and federal law,
are [nitiated when people are arrest-
ed for possessing any type of illegal
drug, other than marijuana.

IF CONVICTED, users serve thelr
sentences in Oakland County Jail or
are foreed to attend a rchabilitation
program. And uscrs pay for the pro-

“It’s time to look at the responsi-
bility of the people who usc drugs,”
Dwyer sald. "Thls is just another ap-
proach as far as dealing with the
drug problem. We are stlli going af-
ter the dealers.”

‘The city’s verslon of the Phoentx,

Arlz.,, program began In October
1989 with the assignment of detec-
tive Patrick Montl, formerly a mem-
ber of the Oakland County Narcotics
Enforcement Team, to the pregram.

In addition to the 180 arrests, po-
lice have impounded 38 vehicles and
began 20 forfelture procecdings.
About $11,000 cash, cellular phones
and beeper pagers have been subject
to forfeiture since the program's be-
ginning.

Police vse forfeiture proceeds in
drug education and enforcement.

Pollce also have selzed a varlety
of drug paraphernalla, including syr-
Inges, roach clips and straws. Drugs
that have been selzed include crack
cocaine, tmarijuana, herein, metha-
done and preseription pills.

the F school board ap-
proved a program allowing a palice
Jalson officer In the schools, malnly
at the high schoal level, to help in the
educatlon process. Details of the
program are still being worked out.
# Schoot offlelals have propased
a beefed up Student Code of Conduct.
The new code offers strict policies
on drugs and enforcement of rules in

forces to battie drugs

1 think the oplrit of
cooperaiion Is
moving in the right
direction. The new -
(school)
adminiatration i
cooperating.’ .

— William Dwyer

Hills police chief

cooperatlon with local pollee depart-

ments,

LAUHOFF REMAINS concerned
about the qulckly changing drug
scenc. Although young people are
aware of the dangers of cocaine, for
example, synthetie drugs are coming
back Into vogue, ke sald. “They have
no fear of It. They haven’t becn

talked to a lot about synthetic drugs,

“The point is, It's back.”

The Farmlngton communlty got a
taste of the problem in March when
a 16-year-old Farmington High stu-
dent overdosed on a syathetic drug
thought to be LSD, Pollce and schoa)
officials are still Investigaling the
tncident.

Continued from Page 1

abillty,” Lauhoff said. “In this
type of community, any deallng Is
at the juvenile level or outside the
community.”

In both Farmington and Farm-
tngion Hills, the majority of drug-
related arrests are made during
routine traffic stops.

In

Drug use not trendy,
but often overlooked

to spare, Farmington contrlbutes
{inanclally to NIST.

Both departments get drug-re-
lated phone calls from residents.
“We get calls now from people who
sec certain people in the parking
lot. Then our {uniformed potlce of-
ficer) presence moves It out of the
community,” Lauhoff sald.

rug inF 8
1989 (otated 37 compared to 30 in
1988. In Farmington Hills, drug
violations came to 103 compared to
90 the previous year,

Farmington Hills contributes a
potice officer to the Oakland Coun-
ty Narcotics Enforcement Team.
With no one from the smalt, 23-
member public safety department

IN FA TON HIlls, a ma-
jority of drug-related complaints
come from the southern end, bor-
dering Eight Mile. More arrests
also are made in this area.

“The reason is obvlous — be-
cause of Redford and Detroit
(along the Elght Mlle border) and
lhcdncccss into the area," Dwyer
said,

Police information puts the big-
time drug dealers in Farmington
Hllls' more-affivent northern end,
though most crack houses report-
edly are In the southern end.

“Crack houses are definltely out
there and will stay out here. The
same violence, it will happen here
in Oakland County. I think we've
been very fortunate. But it'sonly a
matter of time and we're going to
sce some vlolence,” Dwyer sald,

As in other Qakland County com-
munitles, powder cocalne and the
smokable version, c¢rack, are the
popular drugs. LSD (tysergic actd
dicthylamlde) s around and Dwyer
expects that sooner or later other,
synthetic drugs such as PCP will
make ap appearance.

New program teaches Kids to think about drugs

Continued from Page {

‘That means teachers, other educa-
iton officlals and pollce, are talking
the same language and concepls
about drugs and alcohol to kids.
“Rids have been getting mixed slg-
nals for too long,” Michaelson sald.

‘THINK appears to be having a dif-
ferent kind of effect than many
other drug and alcohol programs.
One of the program's fiith grade stu-
dents stopped at the Farmington De-
partment of Public Safety with his
mother just to follow up with a ques-
tion,

“That's diffcrent from anything
I've ever scen before. It's really
made chlldren think. And It has car-
rled over Into the famlly,” sald
Farmington Publle Safety Directer

Frank Lauhoff.

The officers, tralned by Maple-
grove assoclates, were armed wlith
the knowledge and methods for get-
ting the message across to kids,

“Klds are sophisticated in terms
of what they are cxposed to, That
doesn't mean they can handte It all,”
said Sherry Murphy, Maplegrove
coordinator, who co-authored the
THINK program for the police de-
partments and school district.

In the THINK program, officers
Just don’t stand in front of a class
and tell klds not to drink or take
drugs. “They (chlldren) have had a
tendency to see it (drug cducatlon) as
a flash-{n-the-pan kind of thing,” sald
Farmington Public Safety Officer
Marla Puit,

‘We give them tips on how to get out of
the situation. We give them a
password — like they have to call their
parents for something — that will help

them save face.’

~— Maria Putt

Farmington public safety officer

THE FIRST of four lessons began
with the physteal effects of alcohol
and drugs on the body. The second
Iesson covered what it’s ke to live
In a chemlcally dependent family.

“It's opening a whole new area. It

L eave sledding hill open,
say Farmington residents

By Casey Hans
staff writar

He asked that it be put to a vote of

Jumes Wilson moved to Farming-

* ton 18 years ago after secing a hill

full of children sledding and having
fun.

“I came in here In February,” said
Wilson, who lives at the base of a
sledding hill owned by the Farming-
ton Public Schools. I was by myself,
the family was still down in Texas. It
was just a lousy day, and there was
only one bright spot In Farmington,
and It was that hlll down there with
the kids.

“I couldn’t belicve it. I called my
wife in Texas 5-d sald, I found 2
house,' I'm right there where the
klds sled into my back yard.

“It would just bother me to dcath
11T thought the clty of Farmington
was golng to take that away from
the kids.”

Cops call magazines seized from Hi
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a police officer walting outside the
stare, The officer then entered the
store and told the owner that war.
rants woald be sought, Murphy sald.

“This i» the on-going investigation
on the identification and prosecution
of {hosa people lavolved Io 0gra-
phy,” F' n Hills police Chlet
Wi I Dwyer sald.

Ehc people before a closing of the hill
s

WILSON WAS one of several resi-
dents who spoke durlng a discussion
of the issue at a Farmington City
Councll mecting Monday, where a
motion to recommend ta the school
board that it move sledding from the
hill was deadlocked on a 2-2 vote.
There was no discussion of the sled
hill issue at Tuesday's schoal board
mecting, where the Issue first came
to light June 5.

The ultimate decision about sledd-
ing on the hill wll} be made by the
Farmington school board, which
owns the property.

Laura Myers, an cight-year resl-
dent of Shlawassee Street, said she
views Shlawassee Hill as a “commu-
nlty resource.”

THE FIRST undercover crack-

down, June 8, 1989, resulted In
charges against Dawoed Toma

Sorokl, owner of the Grand Square
Liquor Shoppe, 38441 Grand River.

Sorokl faces two counts of dlstrib-
uting obscene materials to children,
which are high misdemeanors, and
two counts of violating the state ob-

It’s “an opportunity for our chil
dren to get out from behind the TV
sets and get out and do some health-
happy physleal activity in the
wintertime,” she said. “I think the
hill and the fce rink have been an
embarrassment of sorts to the school
system. They have lgnored it, they
don't keep It up the way they used to.
There's potholes and c¢revices in the
hill; they haven't repaired them.”

Restdents sald they believed the
district could repalr the hlll and
malntaln it to keep it open and safe,

In addltion te safety, llability has
also become an Issue, as injured peo-
ple file sult against the distrlct and
city, which helps to malntaln safety
in the hill area.

Farmington City Manager Robert
Deadman said the clty “will cooper-
ate n any way we can” if the schoo)
board keeps the hill open. “The decl-
slon Is the school board's. It's thelr
property.”

years in prison and a $10,000 flne on
the high misdemecanor charges and
up Lo one year in prison and a $5,000
flne If convicted of the misdemeanor
charges.

Soroki was scheduled to go to trial
today before Oakland Counly Circuit
Judge Fred Mester., But the trial has
been been put on standby, pending
other, more pressing cases, assistant

scenity law, a misd
1If convicted, he faces up to two

Gregory said

Tuesday,

makes the children more aware that
oiher people understand it and it's
OK to talk about,” Lauhoff satd.

The third lesson focused on self-
esteem and the goal of saying no to
drugs and alcohol comfortably and

without fear of ridicule from peers.

“We glve them tlps on how to get
out of the situation. We glve them a
password — like they have to call
thelr parents for somethlng — that
wlll help them save face,” Putt said,

In this Jesson, officers showed kids
how they can make decisions. The
fourth tesson covered the legal and
safety aspects of chemical use and
how to get help,

Because kids have all kinds of in-
formation —~ and a lot of mlsinfor-
mation — ahout alechol and drugs,
the officers try to sort through it and
fill in the volds with facts, sald
Farmington Hills Officer Bert Cook.

THE PROGRAM =zlso helps kids
“break through the rules of seerecy
and {speak) to a trusted adult,” Sher-

ry Murphy sald. That’s the officer’s |

role. But teachers remain In the
classroom during the THINK pro-
gram.

"We want teachers to sit in be-
cause they too are hearing new in-
formatlon,” Michaelson sald.
“Teachers sometimes don't realize
how responsible they are in sub-
stance abuse,”

The program’s results also extend
to providing students with an adult
with whom they can talk to without
fear. Kenbrooke fifth graders, for
example, gave Farmington Hills Of-
ficer Tim Connor a Loy black sheep.

“Sheep are followers, We want the
klds to be Independent thinkers, We
tell them to make thelr own deci-
slons,” Connor said.

Continuad from Paga 1

sue again Tuesday nlght; board
vice presldent Susan Rennels sald
It would be discussed on a future
board agenda.

Safety and liability issues appear
to be the main concern because of
the large numbers of sledders,
their varying ages and short stop-
ping distance at the hill's base,
which ends at a busy Farmington
Road.

Deadman recommended Maonday
that the council take a position sup-
porting the schoo) distrlet moving
sledding from the hlll to “Heritage
Park, where the terraln Is more
conducive to safe sledding.”

FARMINGTON PUBLIC safety
director Frank Lauhoff reported
that In a two-ycar period begtnning
In 1987 five people were Injured

City awaits school action;
sledding hill fate in limbo

due to sledding on the school hill,
with three requiring hospitaliza-
tion. Deadman said in the past flve
years there has been at [east one
serious Incldent cach year on the

A committee of adminlstrators
from both the school district and
city have discussed safely issues
{or several years. That |

Although the schoo) district owns

the property, In past years the city
has Instatled fencing, straw bales
and tires at the base of the hlll to
keep sledders from coming onto
Farmington Road and onto a near-
by ice rink.

Closing the school hill, common-

recently v prohlbiting

ly known as Hill, could

tobogganing on the hill because of
the short stopplng distance at the
hill's base at Farmington Road,

Several lawsults against the
school district and clty have also
been filed over the years, Deadman
sald, The school's Insurance com-
pany and lts attorneys have tradi-
tlonally handled such cases, but
school officlals sald they could not
provide flgures of the number of
lawsults or settlements.

shift hundreds of sledd-
ers to the sledding hlll In Herltage
Park, The Farmington Hills Clty
Councll discussed the sled hill lssue
at its meetlng Monday, as well.
Hills City Manager William Cos-
tick sald his staff Is preparing for
the possibllity of the school hill
closing, by making improvements
to the Herltage hill and moving
sledding facilitics for younger chll-
dren to another hlll within the park
to avold safety problems.

Not-gulity pleas were entered on
Soroki's behall at hls arraignment
before Judge Harrls In Farmingten
in June 1989, He remains free on
$1,000 personal bond.

“I've taken the positlon there
won't be any plea bargaining,” Dwy-
cr said, referring to the trial delay.

UNLIKE SOROKI, Hanna was not
charged with violating the state ob-

lis store

trylng to form a countywide policy
on how to handle these cases,” Mur-
phy sald, referring to the type of
chorges brought against store own-
ers,

‘The undercover operations were
prompted by the Farmington Hills
Police Department's Citlzens Crime
Advisory Commilttee, which ex-
pressed concern about the availabill-
ty of pornographic mﬂm to ml-

scenity law. “The p is

nors in

obscene

Last year, police checked all es-
tablishments that sell hold liquor U.
censes for off-premise sales and
book stores In the city for the sale of
pornography. In the latest effort,
only three stores were checked, Mur-
phy said.

“We are not looking at thosa es-
tablishments that are selling ‘Play-
boy' and other similar
2lnes,” Dwyer sald.

type maga-'



