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Hills firefighters find their role expanding

By Joanne Matlszowsk|
staff writar

Next Ume you hear a flre alorm In
Farmington Hills, don't be too sure
it's a raging fire. More than likely,
medically tralned flrefigbters are
responding to a heart attack, car ac-
cldent or other medlcal emergen-

cles,

“I think people just started calling
the {ire department when they need-
cd help,” Farmington Hills flre Chle!
Rlehard Marinucel sald. “We re-
sponded to the public wanting the
fire department to be more produc-
tive, and that began with serlous
medleals.”

Over the years, changes have
come to full-time and part-time fire-
fighters as publle demand has
changed and the number of fires has
decreased.

Of the total 3,956 fire department
Incidents In 1989, medlcal emergen-
cles topped 1,763 or 56.1 percent. In
comparison, 398 of the totat 3,865 In-
cidents were fire-related. And only
99 were actual structure fires.

“Where things we used lo go to
burned down, now we're them put-
ting out,” Marinuccl sald. “There's
definitely some luck, fate involved.
But you can’t ook at the number of
flres and not think we are baving an
Impact.”

‘We’re starting to wear more than two
hats. It was fire and medical. Now it's
becoming fire, medical and hazardous

materials.’

— Peter Baldwin
Hills deputy fire chief

“Even when we have [lres, they are
smaller in magnltude.”

Fire preventlon, bullding inspec-
tlons, public education, smoke detec-
tors, automatic sprinklers, improved
equipment, tralning and response
times, have all played a role In re-
duclng the number of flres and dam-
age, Marlnueel said.

“We're starting to wear more than
two hats, It was fire and medical,
Now it's becoming fire, medical and
hazardous materials. We have to be
trained across the board to respond
to deal with all these Incidents,” dep-
uty fire Chief Peter Baldwin. “It's a
nafural in the public's perception
that Immediate response belongs to
the fire department.”

In order to respond properly to
speclfic types of emergencles, firc-
fighters must be trained in various
ticlds. "We're trylng to get up to the
baslc emergency medical tralning

to provide that type of care”
Baldwin sald.

The department’s commitment to
patient care is contlnually strength-
ened through tralning and the defi-
brillator program, for example.

In 1989, the deflbrillator — a de-
vice that applles electrical current
to the heart — was used 27 times. It
saved three people.

“Thls 12-percent success rale
docsn't seem slgnlfleant, but In reall-
ty, the statlsties arc much better,”
according to the annual fire report.
., . of the potentially salvageable
patlents in eardiac arrest seen by the
fire department, 28 percent (three
out of 11) survived — well above the
natlonal average of 20 percent.”

Tralning in the handling of hazard-
ous materifals is of extreme impor-
tance today, particularly as state
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1989 was $1.3 mlillon. THOUGH SOME firefighters are  volving the materials and how to  (he public — business and residen- stalied, free of charge, 111 smoke cluding review of hazardous materi-
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police/fire calls

Listed below are some of the
Farmington-ares police inci-
dents, fire calls and court cases
reported during the past week:
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© WEAPONS FOUND

Two mien, one from St. Clalr
Shores and another from Callfornia,
wete charged with eight weapons of-
fenses June 23 after Farmington
Hills pollce Det. Charles Hubbard
stopped them and found weapons fn
their car.

Hubbard followed what he consld-
ered a suspicious car near 10 Mile
and Orehard Lake Road. He followed
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the car to Hawthorne Street where
he saw the four occupants transfer
weapons from & house and another
car to the car the men were driving.

Hubbard followed the foursome
north onto I-698 and to the Lodge
Freeway, where he stopped the car
in Southfield. He was assisted by
other Farmington HIlLs offlcers.

“We don't know what the intended

urpase of the weapons was,” Sgt.
Charles Nebus said.

When pollce searched the car, they
found flve knlves, a battle ax, am-
munltlon clips, ammunition pouches,
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The St. Vincent and Sarab Fisher
Center in Farmington Hills has
received a renewed grant of $5,000
for 1990 from the Target Stores
Project Family.

2 30-caliber carbloe and a loaded
sawed-olf shotgun, pollce said.

Two other men, Delroft residents,
In the car with the others were
charged on traffic and alcohol pos-
sesslon offenses, Nebus sald.

© SIXTICKETED

Six men, two Farmington Hills
residents, were ticketed In connec-
tion with a disorderly house party at
3a.m. June 24 on Perry's Crossing.

The men were Ucketed for violat-
ing Lhe city's open bouse party ordl-
nance and Interfering with police.

Target stores, a divislon of the
Dayton Hudson Corp., bas awarded
grants to a variety of agencies in the
trl-county area whosc programs
strengthen and enrich  famllics.
Project Family grants are made
possible through the generosity of
Target ecmployces and customers.

‘The grant will continue to provide
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One of Lhe men was charged with as-
saultlng an offlcer as police tried to
disperse the party, with the assist-
ance of West

9 Mile, were damaged sometime
during the night June 24 when some-
one slashed Ures and smi
and sunroals.

police.

When police responded to com-
plaints of a disorderly party, they
were dented entrance to the house at
least three times. Finally about 30 of
the 60 people In the house left when
asked by patice,

9 CARS ATTACKED
Thirteen cars at Polo Club Apart-
ments, 39352 Polo Club Dr., north of

St. Vincent and Sarah Fisher Center

{unds for the Center’s Teen Mol}l_g

Damage to individual cars ranged
from $850-$100. The cars were
parked in the west parking lot of the
complex, No one heard or saw any-
thing unusual, police satd.

© THEFTS REPORTED
Approximately §925 In tools, cash
and a two-way radlo were reported
stolen from Grand Haggerty Auto
Inc., 25000 Hoggerty, June 21-22.

gets grant

child development and a_healthy
1 between

and Infant Parenting Program.
cated on the grounds, thls pregram
serves young mothers, ages 16 to 18,
and thelr familles.

While helplng young mothers con-
tlnue thelr educatlon and develop In-
dependent living skills, the program
also stresses an understanding of

.

mother and child., i

‘The St. Vincent and Sarah Fisher
Center provides services to over 200
children, adolescents and their fami-
lles through lts six different pro-
grams. Administered by the Daugh-
ters of Charity, the Center has cared
for children for over 60 years.
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