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Clubhouses add
resort dimension
to developments

Clubhouses In condominlum or
apartment complexes can be looked
at in two ways.

Yes, they are important market-
ing tools and are especially attrac-
tive to younger, more active resl-
dents who llke to play and party as
hard as they work.

On the other hand, many people
don’t much use clubhouses and other
recreational amenities after an Ink-
ttal rush, owncrs and managers sald.

“I think it's important to have
these factiitles, but they're probably
used by a small percentage of peo-
ple,” sald George Nyman, president
ol a property management firm.

His clients include Somerset Park
Apartments in Troy, opened In 1964
and one of the first in suburban De-

who your renter is," Holtzman said.
“At Village Green, they're renting
one, two, three years hefore they be-
come home buyers. They can afford
a house, but they want to save to get
a better home or condo.

“What we're really achieving is
trylng to make it scem llke a vaca-
tion," he sald.

Kaftan Enterprises has a club-
house at lts Westbury Village Town-
houses In Auburn Hills that includes
an exerclse room and equipment,
showers, a kitchenette soclal arca
with flreplace for rental, plus an out-
door poo!, whirlpeol and playground.

THE POOL Is twlce as Jarge as in
his previous devetopments and his
first complex to include playground
Kaitan sald.

trolt to offer poals, ten-
nis courts and a golf course as amen-
ities to tenants,

“It's a bigger selling polnt than
use point,”" concurred Mel Kaftan,
president of Kaftan Enterprises of
Southfleld and president of the
Apartment Association of Michlgan.

“YOUNG PEOPLE come In and
see a poal, an Indoor Jacuzzi and all
kinds of images come to mind,” he
sald, “I think It’s like all exerclse
equipment. We ail have a plece, but
don't use 'em.”

Regardless of how much use clu-
bhouses actually get, there can be no
denylng that they're getting fancler,

Holtzman & Sllverman of Farm-
Ington Hills has built what It consid-

f.the-art

1Mrnnthly reats range from $850-
$950.

“Developments nowadays have
been getting a little bigger and
we've been Increasing the amenities
package,” he said. “I's a compeit-
tive thing. Lifestyles change."

The Irvine Group of Farrington
Hills Intends to bulld a clubhouse of
some 2,500 square feet at Berwyck
on the Park, a condomlnium com-
plex with an equestrian motif tn Mll-
ford.

Scventy-cight detached unlts,
priced from $250,000-3350,000 are
planned around a recreatlonal arca
that Includes stables, riding trails,
an outdoor pool and clubhouse, satd
Paul Levine, Irvine's president.

The will contaln a sau-

crs to be a stat

at its newest apartment develop-
ment, Vlllage Green of Madlson
Helghts.

The 6,000-square-foot clubhouse
contalns an indoor racquetball court,
2 sauna with showers and lockers,
acrobles studlo with workout equip-
ment, a business center with a per-
sonal computer, printer and type-
writer, 2 communlty room with
kltchenette and wet bar, two TVs
and a loft with a pool table,

OUTSIDE, THERE'S a waterfall
that tumbles into a pool, a heated
whirlpool epen year-round, a sand
volleyball court and a tennts court.

“It's golng te remind you more of
a resort hotel than an apartment,
and that's what it's designed to do,”
sald Jonathan Holtzman.

Rents at the Madison Helghts
complex range from $525 to $830.

“I think it's Important to recognlze

na, exercise room and equipment,
showers and lockers and two fire-
places.

A WHIRLPOOL also may be In-
cluded, Levine said,

“It s our belicf they {purchasers)
would lNke to have cverything right
there,” he said. “A lot of facilities on
the property are already there.”

Clubhouses and other recreational
amenitles usually appeal to younger
residents, owners and managers
agree.

"Empty nesters ard more Interest-
ed in square {ootage, safety, locatlon
.'ml% value for the dollar,” Holtzman
sald.

The Lagoons of West Bloomfleld
doesn't have a clubhouse because the
older buyers there didn't really want
one, Levine sald.

Please turn 1o Pago 5

An outdoor poo!
accentuates the
two-story

clubhouse at the
Village Green of

Holtzman &
Silverman
apartment
complex. Indoors,
there’s a main
sitting room,
exercise room,
business center,
sauna and a
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family recreation needs

When putting flnishing touches on a
newly bullt home,it's easy to lose stght
of things other than which appliances to
buy or the color of carpeting to Install.
‘With so many declsions to make, don't
forget that the land surrounding your
home also needs deslgn attentlon.

L the art of

Landscaping should blend with the
architectural style of your house. informal
plantings create a natural setting for your

h

a
home's yard, enhances any house and al-
lows you the opportunity to personallze
your surroundings. Here are some
guldellnes to help you create your own
lawn and garden masterpiece from Bet-
ter Homes and Gardens.

Firat, set your goals. The landscaplng
goals you establish for your new home
depend largely on your family's recre-
ationnl needs. Have famlly members
make lists of home-outdoor activities
they enjoy. Comblne the lists and ar-
range items In order of importance. In-
clude ftems such as privacy, streetside
appeal, gardening, entertainlng, recre-
atlon and relaxation,

Look at your loJL Wh,m::r you plan to

while softening structural edges.

squree is the Joan plat, or survey plat —
a map of the property that gencrally
acccompantes the title to the land and is
flled by your city planning office or
with the morigage holder. The survey
plat shows lot lines drawn to scale, loca-
tlons of all structures and any ecase-
menis on the property. If you're mot
able to unearth a plan, make one of your
own.

As you go to the drawing board to en-
gineer a plan, give some consideration
to acsthetics. As you draw in all existing

do your own or oversee a
contractor, it helps to look arcund at
other appeallng landscapes. Jot down
the clements you like, paying close at-
tention to shrub borders, entryway

and

Next, look at your lot objectively.
Make a list of assels and labilitles, not.
ing important factors such as sun angles
during the day and throughout the year,
direction of winter winds and summer
breezes, privacy, good and bad views,
and the closeness of the Jot line to the
areas you plan to work on.

ONCE YOU'VE spotted your yard's
good and bad poinls, an accurate survey
of your iot will allow you to determine
dimensions and boundaries, The con-
tractor or the architect may have a de-
talled plan of your home on haod if the
house is In a developorent, Another good

pe ang

by placing various comblnations of
plants to scale (thelr size at maturity)
on a tracing paper overlay. This trial-
and-error method will lead you to a fi-
nal design,

Landscaping should blend with the ar-
chitectural atyle of your house. Enhance
a ranch style, for example, with shrubs
that complement the horizontal lines of
the house without belng so big they
block the view.

INFORMAL PLANTINGS create a
natural settiog for your home while sof-
tening structural edges, For a two-story
house, masses of evergreen of various
sizes placed at the comners produce an
attractive frame for the foundntions.

Constrasting textures within groups
of plants also plays & role In planning.
The flne, feathery follage of juniper, for
example, Is enhanced when set beside a

shiny, broad-leaved evergreen.

Keep In mind the followlng design
principles used by professional
landscapers: arrange plants of different
slzes, shapes, textures and colors for a
harmontous balance, Remember all sea-
sonal qualitles of plants 30 as to provide
a year-round Interest. Tie everything to-
gether by the repetition of a few plants.

In putting your plant to work, you
will fjnd that landscaping can be costly,
but there are ways to stretch your budg-
et. One way is to do some landscape
work one year and some the next. You
still end up with a unifled look and can
make changes along. the way. Buying
young nursery stock is another way to
save money and create the same effect,
but it may take longer, But don't sacri-
fice quailty for economy. Bargain
plants may be wenk'or diseased.

1f you have mature trees on your lot,
you're ahead of the game, but if you
don't it’s best to plant them first be-
cause they take longer to establish,

The plunts you sclect for your land-
scape will make or break your design
plan, For best results, choose & variety

of plants from the following categories: -

shade trees, evergreens, ormamentals,
evergreen shrubs, lawn and ground cov-
ers and flowers, Consult with & local
:mdscnm ?;nm‘crhr or nursery to
earn what plants grow best in

soil and climate, i your

The tranquility of the

<country andtheelegance of 3 country
manar can be yours For 3 hoited
ume, some of the finest quality new
honies 10 prestigious Fasauagtan
10ls ate available at fess than you'd
think pasable. Fine crafismanship
and detahing, and a wide vanety of
Rloor plans and elevations ensure you
will find a hame worthy of your

discnminatng standanls

Anmpressive array of appoint.
ments, custom featun=. Wooded lats

and walkowts availahle

Don't delay?! Vasit our madels

today!

Country Ridge

OF FARMINGTON HILLS

FROM §225,500

Looking
for the
quiet
country
life?
There’s no
better time.




