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Turf Tips, Quips

By Doc Minard

With 34 nights of Northville
Downs' midwinter meeting
still ahead, it is apparent that
the two mionths of darkness,
from the closing of the Jack-
son-at-Northville meeting to
the opening of the current
campaign, has had a drastic
impact on attendance and
wagering.

When Racing Commis-
sioner Leo Shirley allowed
the track to remain dark
while Windsor Raceway was
operating as the only game in
the metropolitan Detroit
area, he gave the Canadian
plant an impetus that is going
to be hard to check.

It was pointed out to the
commissioner more than
once that momentum gained
keeps going up if the races
continue but a period of idle-
ness could cause a big drop in
crowds and betting.

Inasmueh as it takes both
to make 2 successful season,
then it figures that if one
shows a big drop then it will
affect the other.

This is true of the North-
ville meeting.

In the first place, the
‘Downs got a real taste of
winter weather at its abso-
lute worse during the first
three nights. There was a
four-inch snowfall on the first
night, a heavy downpour that
started in late afternoon and
continued through the next
day on the second night and
then the third night was
marked by high winds that
discouraged all but the most
hardy followers of the pacers
and trotters.
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THE RESULT was that
Executive Manager John
Carlo couldn't help but show
a big financial setback for his
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One of the most peculiar
puzzles has developed on the
bowling front.

1t is the sudden falling off
of entries in major tourna-
ments that had become ac-
customed to establishing re-
cords.

The first example came
when the Michigan Women's
State Tournament dropped
close to 400 entries below the
record of a year ago in Ben-
ton Harbor where the event
drew 3,081 teams. This year,
at Ark Lanes West in South-
field, it drew only 2720 com-
binations.

Next came the biggest sur-
prise of all when action of the
ABC front suddenly slack-
ened and there are prospects
that the.big event, scheduled
to open on March 6 at Cobo
Hall, may not fill.

When entires were opened
several months ago the rush
was so great that several
weeks were added to the
schedule. At the time a warn-

- ing was sent out to the effect
ABC entries would hit 6143
teamms and that the ranks
would be closed before the
deadline.

““I guess there is something
to the story that bowlers pre-
fer bowling in out-of-town
events,” Tom McKay, secre-
tary of the Greater Detroit
Bowling Association, re-
marked in trying to explain.

“They want to make a
weekend of it and mix bowl-
ing with fun. They don't do
that when the event is held
here."”
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MRS. LILLIAN JACOBS,
president of the Detroit
Woman's Bowling Associa-
tion, was the victim of a
most peculiar accident a
week ago.

On the day of the big wind
a lusty gust lifted her off of
her feet and blew her into a
nearby pole. She suffered a
double fracture of her arm
and was hospitalized for most
of a week.
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GARDEN LANES took
most of the scoring honors
during the week, though
scores in most of .the area
classics took a dip.

Four bowlers hit the
charmed 700 circle, with
Hugh O’Neil with a 763 in the
Classic on games of 243,243
and 271. His closest rival was
Bob Greiner, who fashioned

" an even 700. It was his sec-
ond 700 in as many weeks.

Then, in the Senior House

League, Steve Wolf had 744 238

on games of 208, 248 and288.
The fourth to hit the mark
was Jerry Fisher, of the
Traveling League who had
games of 258 and 236 in 711.

Meanwhite, Bill Collet's
Trio Grinding team posted a
3286 series with a closing
game of 1231 that was a high
for the season.

Only one 700 series was
posted in the Classic at Won-
derland and that was the
work-of Bilt Gigoac who put
together counts of 235, 266
and 239 for 740. At this figure

he had a 4 pin edge on Har- |

old Bateman wha finished
with a 245 and 267 for 686.
IR

AT BEL-AIRE miost of the
faney scoring was done in the

Senior House League where
Howard Zaskie had a 254 in
680 and Jim Burkeem a 267 in
64¢

9.

The big share of the honor,
though, went to Erv Watson
who had his second 277 of the
season to post a 675,

The teen-agers also got
into the high scoring act.
Keith Suda, a 15-year-old
fired a 605 and Don Trombly,
a lad of 16 years, had a high
single of 254.
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John Wadorski showed the
way in the Westland Classic
with a 659 abd Randy Rehan-
dorf bad a 257 in 649,
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TWO OF THE happiest
women' bowlers in the area
«are Kathy Darley and Irene
Blum, each.of whom earned
a century patch for being 100
pins over average at Garden
Lanes. '

Kathy, with a 115 average,
turned in a 219 game anc Ir-
ene, with a 156 average, had
a 266 in 640.

Joining them was Joan
Turchin, with a 103, who hit

199,

499.

A trio of double" centary
figures marked the bowling
in the Newcomers League at
Plymouth Bowl. Dave Ahl-
gren was high with 221 while
Mel Bahcean was next with
219 and Ann Canafax topped
the women with 204.
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Keen competition among
the auto dealers in Farming-
ton has now turned to the
bowling lanes where Russ
Gilbert's Dodge team is
showing the way with 38
points.

In close pursvit are Jack
La Court’s Capital Tire with
35 and Dameron’s Chrysler-
Plymouth with 33 points.
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ALL OF THE area's top
bowlers are entereg in the
Michigan Major’s monthly
event scheduled at May-
flower Lanes Feb. 20-21.

The first day is set aside
for qualifying and the head-
to-head matches are set for
Sunday afternoon.

P

LEE SCHUYLER took top
honors in the Livonia Lanes
Ladies Classic with a 564-72~
636. She also had high single
with 205-24-229 to beat out
‘Lois McAllister who had 204-

227.

Darlene Cook landed third
with 214-11;-225. In ‘the
Wednesday Ladies Classic
Joyce Hintz was high with a

In the Whirlwind League
Jerry Pollard had a 235 in
622, while Dick Mantle posted”
2224 and Jack Wall a 233.

YOUNG BOWLERS in the
school leagues continue to set
a fast pace.

In the high school circuit,
Don James had a 210 in 537
and Bruce Belcoure a.219 in
530. -

Dom Bay was high among
the junior high boys with a
207 and Kathey Allen paced
the girls section with a 191.

In the Prep division Craig
Kennedy was high with a 197
and Jim Kopins next with
186. Kim Harrington showed
the way to the young girls
with a 191.

, handle their own hoi

first three nights of the
state’s Tirst midwinter har-
ness racing campaign.

In addition to these woes,
members of the Michigan
Harness Horsemen's Associa-
tion, who pressed hard for
winter racing, ave not coop-
erating as fully as one would
suppose.

In the first place, many of
the better stables and drivers
shipped out after the end of
the Jackson campaign for
racing in Ilinois and West
Virginia.

There was a reason — none
knew whether the Racing
Commissioner was going to
grant winter dates shortly
after the first of the new
year or whether he would
delay the opening until late
February or March.-

So, if you were a horseman
with a lot of pacers and trot-
ters who weré eating regu-
larly and costing money with
no income and all outgo
would you prefer to sit still
and ‘await the commission-
er’s decision or go elsewhere
to try and get some “‘eating
money’’ at another meeting.

‘‘Eating money” during
the winter has long been a
big problem for thgse who
s gen-
erally wintering at Northville
Downs, Imlay City, Fowler-
ville or Adrian.

Few, if any, of the small
stable owners are able to
“build a bankroll during the
summer racing season to
handle expenses during the
winter. We have long won-
dered just how they did exist
and haven't yet received an
answer.

THUS, many of the larger
stables did take off for meet-
ings in operation but gener-
ally the management of these

tracks insists that stalls be
issued only with a promise of
staying for the entire ses-
sion.

Once committed a driver
or. trainer must stay at that
track or receive an ultima-
tum that no stalls will be
available in the future. This
-isn’t anything unusual, all
track managements want the
horses to remain once stalls
are allotted.

It's one of those deals you
seratch my back by staying
and we'll scratch your back
by giving you stall space.

Gerry Banfield, who is
developing into one of the
better drivers, had a strong
outfit at the Jackson cam-
paign. He's now in Chicago-
tand and can’t come back.

Chris Boring had horses at
Windsor racing and some in
training at Adrian. He is able
to ship in from Adrian but
still has horses in Canada.
The same is true of Merrit
Dokéy and Terry Buter . . .
they are committed to Wind-
sor and probably won't be
able to ship back to Michigan
until the Hazel Park meet
opens in late March.

Jack and John Curran, of
Jackson, shipped most of
their stock to Windsor where
they are doing very well.
They also are honor bound to.
stay there.
. THE POINT IS that the
two months of darkness
forced these stables to move
and thus placed Northville in
a position where it is minus a
goodly number of the top
horses that competed in the
Jackson meeting.

‘There isn’t any question
but that the opening of North-’
ville has caused a dip into the
business at Windsor. But as
of the moment it isn't that
great — Windsor isn’t feeling
the impact that much while
Northville is struggling to
build momentum.

Northville's attendance
and handle is starting to
climb but the break even
point is a nightly wagering of
$250,000 and it hasn't reached
that yet.

The introduction of the Big
Q has helped and the addition
of a Perfecta on the 10th race
is proving its value.
The

‘Ocelots Make

Most Of Lead

After building .an eight-
point lead in the first half,
Schooleraft College cagers
made it stand up in the sec-
ond half to defeat Washtenaw
Community College, 82-76 for
its 11th vietory against nine
losses.

Des Denham, Johnny
Jetchick and Jerry Hopkins
were the top gunners for the
Ocelots in the opening frame
with Denham tossing in five
tield goals while Jetchick and
Hopkins had four each.

Washtenaw  threatened

throughout the second half
but never did catch up with
Schoolcraft.

Wally Suchara had a hot
hand in the half, whipping in
five two-pointers to wind up
as the evening's top scorer
with 19 points.

Three other Ocelats were
in double figures including:
Denham with 16, Hopkins 16,
and Jetchick 11.

Washtenaw was paced by
Jim Gatewood's 25 points and
23 by Ernie Slater.

Camper-Travel
Show Opening

The fourth annual Detroit
Camper and Travel Trailer
Show opens Saturday (Feb.
13) with more than 150,000
visitors expected befoie the

oors close on Sunday night.
Feb. 21.

Dan Dowsett, director of
the show, said exhibitors will
display some 800 recreational
vehicles and accessories.

The show will be held in
the Detroit Artillery Armory
on W. Eight Mile near North-
land.

and tent or camping trailers,
modest-priced units.
Vehicles from the major
automotive firms will be
shown. Of special interest to
Motor City residents will be
the new Discoverer motor
homes buiit by Rectrans, of
Brighton, the firm headed by
Semon E. (Bunkie) Knudsen.

Show hours are noon to 10
p.m. Saturdays and Sundays.
2 to 10 p.m. weekdays.

North Tops
Pontiac In
Swim Meet

With victories in seven of
the 11 events, North Far-
mington swimmers whipped
Pontiac Central in a non-
league dual meet, 64-41.

The Raiders won all but
the'50 and 100-yard freestyle,
the 400-yard -freestyle and
100-yard backstroke.

B. Peterson was a double
winner for North, taking the
200-yard individual medley in
2:19.2. and the 100-yard
breaststroke in 1:08.6.

200-YARD MEDLEY RELAY- Won
by Nomth F.

Muneo end Smith). Time 1:61.5.
200 FAEESTYLE- Won by Griswold
(M); 2, McLean IN): Wabster (P).
89,

200 INDIVIDUAL MEDLEY- Won by
Petarson (N); 2, Johnson (P); 3. Mitler
(N). Time 2:19.2.

60 FAEESTYLE- Won by Post IP); 2.
tke IN}; 3, Bartsch (N). Time:

NG- Won by Carr (N): 2, Kring
).

100 BUTTERFLY - Won by Munro
N): 2. Johnson (P); 3, Conkiin (N).
Time: :59.9.

100 FREESTYLE- Won by Post (P);
2, Griswold (N): 3. Shakoto (N}, Time
83,

400 FREESTYLE- Won by Webater
(7); 2. McLsan (NJ; 3, Pats (P). Time 4:
187,
00 BACKSTROKE. Won by Peck
2, Mikula (N); 3, Sharpe (P). Time

1
100 BREASTSTAOKE. Won by Pe-
torson (N); 2, Packer {P); 3, Zehlar (N).
Time 1:08.8.
400 FREESTYLE RELAY- Won by
North Farmington {Bartsch, Smith,
Waaver and Smith]. Time 3:42.9.

For the family i
in the purchase of a trailer or
other recreational vehicle,
the show will provide an op-
portunity to see all makes,
sizes, and models and to talk
to those who own them and
sell them.
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FOUR MAIN types of ve-
hicles will be on display--
travel trailers, the most pop-
ular: motor homes, which
are rapidly gaining favor:
pickup campers, which fit on
the beds of pickup trucks:

Sorrows Wins
Over Rita
In Wrestling

Farmington Our Lady of
Sorrows’ wrestling team., tun-
ing up for the regionals next
week, captured its eighth
meet of the season against
two defeats and a tie in
downing St. Rita, 45-5.

John Osentoski, Nick Hof-
sess and Pat Van Dusan
pinned rivals while Jeff Main
won on a decision In five
events, Sorrows won because
St. Rita had to default.

Jays To Host
Novice Meet
For Grapplers

Southfield High will host its
annual novice wrestling tour-
nament this Saturday.

West Bloomfield, Seaholm,
and Ferndale will join the
Blue Jays in competing for
honors.

The finals will begin at 7

.m.

LUMBER CO., DIV.
12222 inkster Road
3 :

® CARPET
®TIE
® SHEET VINYL
Expertly Installed

FLOORS

22008 WEST 8 MILE ROAD
SOUTHFIELD, MICH.
353-4050

is slow in
building up and Northville's
impact on the Windsor opera-
tion probably won't reach its
peak for another two weeks.
That means two weeks for
Carlo to ponder on the wis-
dom of midwinter racing and
all of the problems that go
with it.

It leads one to wonder if it
was a wise move. Two
months of darkness can re-
sult in a dim picture for a
long time thereafter.

REDFORD CASHWA
LUMBER COMPANY
11970 Fermington Roed
:261-5110

ADDITIONS
REC. ROOMS

GA 5-2333

FAMILY ROOMS

1,585

INCLUDES ELECTRICAL, HEATING, PANELING, PLASTERING,
PLANS, PERMITS, COMPLETE JOB

ZA-LO Bidg. Co.

Page (L-11A, P-9A, R-8A) » 13A

Wayne Routs

Thurston wrestlers suf-
fered their third loss against
seven victories when they
were thumped Tuesday by
Wayne Memorial, 31-16.

The host team won seven
of 12 events and there was
one tie in the non-league
meet.

The Thurston winners:

101 pounds--Jim Matheney,
dec

108-Jim Roy, pin.
141-Dave Poma (T} and

Eagle Matmen

Jerry Carter (W), tie.
148-Dave Kroll, dec.
Heavyweight--Jim Wie-

beck, dec.

Cats’ Choice

Michigan State assistant
foothall coach and former
Spartan All-America per-
former Al Dorow has been
named head coach of the
Canadian Football League
Hamilton Tigercats.

Tow Mors And
Stow More In An

getinandgo... JOIN the—

great get
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INTERNATIONAL oo
TRAVELALL
WAGON!
INTERNATIONAL

10'tow up to 10,000 pounds with-

compromising performance. 25%
foomier than any passenger-car wagon.
Rides 9, sleeps 3. Many luxury options
including air conditioning.

24-Hour Servics
27420 Joy Road

KE 8-1122

INTERNATIONAL

HARVESTER CO.

31666 8 MILE ROAD

476-0960
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DETROIT CAMPER & TRAVEL TRAILER SHOW
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§'PoOL PACKAGE

LE BEGINS SUNDAY, FEB. 14
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“We cannot tell a lie . .. this is
our greatest pool offer ever!”’
18’ POOL PACKAGE, reg. $450, now only ....

M

INCLUDES POO

th thru MONDAY, FEB. 22nd

e

‘DELUXE POOL FEATURES'

® EXTRA-WIDE TOP LEDGE!

® WINTERIZED POOL LINER!

® COMPLETE WATER FILTRATION UNIT!
® HEAVY DUTY SAFETY LADDER!

L! FILTER! LADDER!

10 Year Liner
Guarantee

$
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299

GIANT 24' HE

RCULES POOL!

1¢SALE

LIVONIA 34750 PLYMOUTH RD. (Near Wayne Road)
ANN ARBOR 2450 W. STADIUM BLVD. (M14 West Exit Maple Rd.)

= 5% CENTER DEPTH
A was $495 5
©WIDE TOP RAIL! E
@ WINTER LINER! POOL THERMOMETER | .
z REG. $2.95 :
® LEAVE UP ALL YEAR! pivin l;EAcH
TRIL" - , - - J :
Awminum | 27 poor |15 0ekxe Poall g wusian | 15 poon | gpariy Testar 131
I 1971 PREVIEW Vinyl coatwall 4 Ouly BUDGET BUY! REG.3.95 SOLUTIONS { %}
6" TOP RAIL| SPECIAL OFFER Wi | o 97 58995 25 ONLY oropaenoL | ]
18°-288| s 95 ¢ i
24’ - 333 449 |s 149 129 EACH 2
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