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FTER 43 years of seeing her
bomeland dlvided, Helga
Miller welcomes German
reunification. But she un-
derstands the fear many bave of
the monumental, historic moment.
“1, like many, think It's wonder-
{ul,” sald the German-born Farm-
Hills resident. 1 also re-
member World War I vlvldly 1
can understand the fears.”

Miller captures the fear in a nut-
shell: “It's that once agaln this
sleeping glant monster will awak-
en agaln and do whatever tertible
things to the world.”

As a child in Germany, Welsba-
den to be exact, during World War
1I, Miller has no troubls under-
standing why fear accompanies the
historic German re-unification.

But a3 a child of the war, Miller
also knows full well the hardahips,
the paln and the tragedy of the war
— on both sldes.

“‘A dlctatorship is a dictatorship.
We were as suppressed as much as
the people in the East (Germany)
have been,” Miller sald, recalling
life durlng the war.

“We lived in a capitalistic soci-
ety, yes. But we atill could not
speak our minds,” she sald. “I re-
member the war vividly. Thls is
the last thing a German would
want. But I understand others’
fears.”

MILLER belleves the re-unlfica-
Uon is good and expects dramatic
—~ and sometimes difflcult —
changes will result.

“In Germany, people have been
separated, Mothers, sons, brothers,
sisters. People have not see thelr
grandchildren, Emolionally, the
wall, the dlvislon bas been a real
tragedy.”

Changes will be emotional and
economlic,

‘The eastern bloc has been cco-

deprived. R
will open eastern markets. Re-unl-
fication, Miller belleves, may be
tough for young people, especialtly
those In the east who know frec-
dom only aa an {dea.

“Two generatlons of peaple have

German-born Helga Miller of Farmington Hills welcomes her

homeland’s re-unitication. Bul she's certain change will be

had mind-sets that have not had
{reedom, per se.

“They will lcarn that along with
freedom comes a responsibility.
Now they wil) be responsible for
themselves.”

MILLER, WHO like her hus-

band, is a travel director for the .

Nomads travel organtzation, calls
and

have to change. But Mlller expects
that to be tough too. “Transition
wlil be tough, Everybody wants ev-
erything yesterday.”

And she wonders what's in store
for Germany globally, Will the uni-
fled nation be permitted in the Eu-
ropean Common Market? Will a
new Germany be aceepted?

The ps: barrier that's

the re
ing changes * pmlty heady stuff.”

Government, of course, will

been In | place for decades will be
the tough thing to overcome.
“These peaple have been sup-

"isa

tough golng and understands why some fear a united Germa-

ny.

pressed for such a long time.”

Unity Day, Oct. 3, is something
Miller suspected would happen one
day. The dawn of Glasnost gave
her aclue.

“1 had bet that the wall would be
next. 1t was, How could you not
think things would open up. I felt
they would. But I'm not saying it
wasn't a surprise.”

Miller, who first moved to Hali-

fax, Canada, when she left Germa-
ny about slx years after the war's
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end, is out-spoken and detailed
about her memories of the war and
of Adolph Hitler, both the early
years of optimism and the days
Lhal bmughl the nation to lts

SHE RECALLS the fear, the
hunger and the propaganda,

She recalls travellng to Poland
— East Prussla then —~ to see her
soldler father. Belng told for so
long that Germany was winning

Hills woman welcomes changes in her native land

the war, Miller and her famlly
would dart the shooting and the
bomblogs as German soldlers
retreated

As though It were yesterday,
Miller deseribes her confusion
when her parents methodically.
:Ishered the children out of the

teh

She dldn't understand what was
o secret.

Then one day Miller sneaked a
peak and saw her parents listening
secretly to the BBC for the Allied
version of the war’s progress,

“My parents would have gotten
into so much trouble if anyone
knew they were listening,” she
said.

THAT TYPE OF {ear, probably
simllar to that suffered by East
Germans |n the last few decades,
Miller hopes ts over.

But she also hopes the world will
glve the unifled natlon a chance to
stand up and take its first step,

“Mapny people lump the Ger-
mans and the Nazis together. They
do not know there is a difference,”
Miller said.

After growing up during the war
and watching the destruction, Mil-
ler fears when she sees or hears of
some of the world's youth donnlng
the swastika.

Actually, she's alarmed.

"I think these young punks do
pot know what they are talking
about. This can't be allowed to
flourish and It shouldn’t be ignored.
Anyone of any intellect could not
possibly buy into that "

Farmington police unions

One Farmington pallce union has requested interven-
tion by a state medlator In ongoing contract negotla-
tions, and another said mediation is “just around the

. commer.”

| Wage, pension benefits and work schedules appear to
: be the biggest Issues on the table this fall between
. Farmlngum public safety officers and commanders and

the city.
Twu nmllnu: unlm of the Palice Olflcers Assoclation
: some 20 ibers of the
B Fnrmlng(on Departmcnl of Publlc Safety, are negottat-
. Ing separately for contracts that expired June 30. Both
- groups began meeting with with clty negotiators last
. spring, aa contracts were close to expiring.
. Officers requested medlation after “we declded we
had come to an impasse,” sald Joe Schornack, presldent
. of the Farmingion Police Officers Association, He said
. the FPOA brought number of suggestions to the table,
: Including a 16-percent wage increase over three years,
- changes in pension benefits which would allow a “25
" years and out” provislon without age restriction, and
. Increased unlform allowances.
Officers currently earn between $22,486 and $35,667
© per year, depending on thelr rank and years of service.
Oiflcers also seek a minimum stafflng provision, so
that at least three officers are avallable to handle emer-
gencies and fight flres at all Umes.

to seek outside mediator

FARMINGTON CITY manager Robert Deadman sald
he Is confident contracts with both unlons’ can be
reached successfully, I think we've had some pretty
good glve and take at the table,” he sald. “We're still
working an It — It hasn’t broken down.”

The clty Is secking to matntain management rights
provislons [n the contract, and coat containment on
health insurance expenses, Deadman sald.

Commander Thomas Cox, who sits on the Farmington
Command Officers Assoclation bargalnlng team, sald
his union has not yet applled for medjatlon, but “it’s just
around the corner. I forsec us belng forced to medlation
as well."

A blg issue for commanders, he sald, is whether mem-
bers will be able to apply for thelr own days off one
month in advance, or have the city schedule their time.

The unions apply for medlation to the Michigan Em-
ployment Relations Commilsslon, which will appolnt a a
mediatar to aid both sides in reachlng a settlement. If a
settlement cannot be reached, either stde can then apply
{or binding arbitratlon, in which an appolnted arbltrator
will declde on the various issues and both sldes are
bound by the decislon,

The commander's last three-year contract contract
was declded in blnding arbitration, Cox said.

Negotiations are expected to contlnue after a media-
tor is appolnied later this month,

‘Drug awareness focus of event

Rap music, and other
entertainment will all be part of
“Family Day '90" on Sunday, Oct.
14,

‘The program ia hosted by Farm-
thgton Familles In Actlon in continu-
ing observance of Substance Abuse
‘Awareness Month.

The event will be held at North
Farmington High School, with regls-
tration at 12:30 p.m. for the program
which runs from 1 p.m. lo 4:20 p.m.
Tickets for the event will be §1 for

. students and senlors, $2 for adults or
! $5 per family.

Featured speaker for Lbe program
C will be Bill Proctor of Channel 7
News, who will lead off wilh & key-
- note address. A former pollee offi-
cer, Proctor has hosted dozens of
charity and school events and Is cur-
rently a pews reporter and anchor-

mAan.

Following the address, flnalists
+ from the middle school and high
. school Rap Coatest will then per-
* form and recelve prizes, Door prizea

Bill Proctor

some of the workshop topics Include:
Physical Streagth Without Drug
Abuse, Pecr Pressure and Reversal
‘Technlques, Keeping Friends and Ef-
fects of Alcohol on Self, Family and
Frlends Amang Others.

Rounding out the afternoon whll be
Jerry Jacoby, who does a “Good
Stuff for Kids" musical program
with a messasge for chiidren from
preschool through third grade.

Farmington Famitles in Action, a
group devoted to educating children
about the dangers of drugs, is focus-
Ing on Substance Abuse Awarencss
Month with a varlety of activitles in
addltion to Family Day *90,

On Sunday, Oct. 7, at 3 p.m., pro-
ceeds from an ecumenlcal Kirkln' Of
the Tartan cultural program at Nar-
din Park United Methodist Church
will be donated to FFIA. A Family
Walk/Run sponsored by the Farm-
ington YMCA will also be held on
Saturday, Oct. 27, beginning at 9
am.

The annual Red Ribbon Campaign
contlnues throughout October with

Show your colors...and your loyalty!
Collegiate sweat shirts with crest
and mascot screenprints do it for you.
School colors. By Galt Sand. Carefree

cotton/polyester. Sizes M-L-XL, $26.

< will also be awarded at that time,

inclucing autographed Plstons and
Tigers “Say Yes to Life — No to
ahirts.

~ Drug” T

The afternoon will be divided Into
two 45-minute workshops, where
students and parents can attend age-
appropriate programs. Highlights of

students, teachers, community mem-
bers and bustnesses sporting red rib-
bons as a symbol of substance abuse
awareness,

Jacobson's

Wa wolcoma Jncohson's Chorgo, MastorCard! VISA? and American Expross!
Shop unti! 9 p.m. on Thuraday nnd Friday. Until 6 p.m. on Monday, Tueaday, Wednasday and Saturday.




