Oakland court candidates hit

By Pat Murphy
ataft wrlter

As the campaign for two positlons
on the Oakland County Circuit Court
enters the final month, candidates
are more and more identifying with
David H, Souter, the New Hampshire
jurist pominated for' the US, Su-
preme Court.

Mean Club In Farmington Hills, .
Some are relatively stmple events
at which the candldates simply
shoke hands and pass out Mterature.
These are “grip and grin” appear-
ances — 50 pamed use the can-

dldate grips the band of prospective.

voters hoplng a smile and friendly
appearance will leave a lasting ap-
pearance.

t-th

Just as senalors at
hearings queationed Souter about his
views on lasues ke abortion or capl-
tal punishment, 86 too voters want to
know how the Oakland candidates
feel about certaln issues,

At sesslons,
the would-be judges are gencrally
asked to talk about themselves and
thelr qualifications.

“People want to know as much
about you as they can,” said Tyner, a

Silver & Schwartz "In Southfield.
“Once they accept the idea we can't
£ay how we fecl about specifle is-
sues, they want to know our back-
ground and why we want to be Judg-
es.

WITHIN THE NEXT scven days
- & week candldates regard as “typ-
leal” — the elreult court hopefuls
have at least three jolnt appearanc-
es. They will share Lhe stage at 6:30
p.m. today at the Elks Club in Ro-
chester Hills and at 7:30 p.m. Tues-
day they will appear before the
Farmington Area Republican Club

Fridoy night, the will
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campaign trail

of Sheehy and NI-

tape a television interview spon-
sored by the Oakland County Bar As-
It wlill be zeveral

The
chols got & boost this week when the
Oakland County Chamber of Com-
dorsed them.

times on cable stations at a later
date, sald Kathryn G. Slrovey, exec-
utlve director,

The Troy League of Women Vot-
ers will sponsor a televised meet-
the-candidate sesslon, tentatively on
Oct. 23, also for cable channels.

“Therc’s more than enough oppor-
tunity for voters to see the candl-
dates” and evaluate them, said Bren-
nan, a lawyer who lives in Troy and
Is a pariner with Brennan, Matran-

“It's nlce to get any endorsement,”
zaid Nichols, a state senator who is
giving up his seat in the Legislature
to run for circuit judge. “Every one
helps.” .

Nichols was equally philosophical
about an endorsement he didn't get
. . . from the Women’s Bar Assocla-
tlon, the Oakland County Reglon of
the Wemen Lawyers Association of
Michigan.

Nichols sald he was hopeful of the

among other things, “I supported a
number of women's lasues in the leg-
islature. '

“But they ecndorsed somebody
else,” Nichols sald, “that’s the way it
goes.”

THE WOMEN'S BAR, with about
320 lawyers living or practicing In
Oakiand County, endorsed only one
candldate, Sheehy.

Sheehy, of course, appreclated the
endorsement. “But there's still a
long way to go before Nov. 6.”

Tyner sald she was “shocked, to
say the least" about not getting the

Just as Souter declined to answer
senators, under the Canons of Ethics
governing judges, Oakland candi-
dates can not give specific answers,
1f they answer at all,

“People think we're dodglng the .
issues,” sald onc of the candidates, .
“But we can't answer, To answer .
might be grounds to disqualify us
from a case at a later date.”

Runnlng for two posltions created
by the expanslon of Oakland's circuit
court are Thomas Brennan, Rudy Ni-
chols, James Sheehy and Deborah

. Tyner,

The top vote-getter in the Nov. 6
electlon wil win a 10-ycar term and
the runner-up will get 2 8-year term.

‘The third and fourth place flnish-
ers win nothlng . . . except, maybe,
the consolatlon they would likely

- have greater name recognltion {f
they declde te run again in 1992,
when Oakland wlll elect two more
elrcuit judges to newly created posi-
tlons,

partner with Sommers, Schwartz, at the Farmington Publlc Library. group's cndorsement because, endorsement.

ga, Cross and Carmody In Utlca.
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CAMPAIGNING, HOWEVER, is
busy. And sometimes it lsn't fun.
“It's hectic,” safd Shechy, a dls-
trict judge in Rochester Hills, “It's
. hot uncommon to make two, three or
- even four campaign stops a night, It
- takes a toll.”
. Belng a candldate means a seem-
ingly endless array of meetings and
‘campaign stops . . . be it a candl-
date’s night In Troy, a senlor citlzens
group In Rochester Hllls or a Repub-
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