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fraﬂlc crawls through the busy M-102/Grand
River Interchange in western Farmington Hills.

SHARON LeMIEUX/sialt photographes

City officials and business leaders are working
to ease the problem.

Plan in works to relieve
M-102, Grand River jams

Caontinusd from Page 1

EDC chairman Robert McConnell,
The EDC will serve as a communl-
catlon link for city and business
leaders with formation of a commit-
tee of EDC members and business
leaders. The group will take a look
ot the problems businesses are hav-
ing In relation to the busy inter-
change.

'PROPOSED Interchange im-
provements would Increase ecapaci-
ty, scparate traffic and allow easler
and safer turning,

“"It's important to note that we've
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trylng to redirect the focus from a
complalnt to a solution,” Biasell
sald.

The conceptual plan is In the
hands of local MDOT officials. With
fingers crossed, clty offictals hope
the plan will be greeted favorably by

s -technlcal people. From
there, the hope Is that I[mprovements
wlll be put inte MDOT"s 10-year pro-

gram.

“Then it becomes an Issue of ac-
celerating within that program by
geiting necessary funds,’Blasell
said. Some right-of-way acquisitlon
would be necessary.

The conceptual plan includes con-
structlon of another bridge over M-
102, Immediately north of the exlst-
Ing bridge. That would scparate traf-
fic golng In the two directlons, which
will allow more traffic to get
through.

The Interchange would be similar

.to a boulevard. With four lanes cast-
bound on the bridge, for example,
two lanes would carry through traf-
fic down to Farmington. Two other

lanes woutd be for left turns onto M-
102. Ramps would be widened to zct
onte the freeway, ¢

THE BOULEVARD would contln-
ue both sides of the bridge. That way
molorists wanting to turn left at
Halsted would not be forced to back
up wlith tralfle seeking entrance onto
M-102. Motorists would drive beyond
and loop around to make a left at
Halsted.

“This would separate M-102 and
Halsted left turns,” Biasell sald.

The same would occur west of the
bridge where traffle slso stacks up
walting to make turns. Again a boul-
evard would be used, with loops near
Bill Cook’s auto dealership,

“We've got to begin to demon-
strate that thls program nceds their
attention,” Costick said, referring to
MDOT officlals.

* The EDC and clty officlals worked
with property owners along the 12
Mile corrider to accelerate improve-
ments and wldnnlngz
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TRUNK SHOWINGS:

The J. Chandler Suede &
Mark Spirito Jewelry Collections

supple and sumptuois
J. Chandler’s genuine swede dress
Juckets and sportwear separites in gorious hues,
presented by Claire Holman
Thursday: Friday & Satunlay
October 1312 & 13

Byzantine-inspired . . .
Mark Spirito’s magmificent jeweky desigms
in handwrought sterling silver and 24 Kt vermeil,
. set with semi-precious stones,
Meet Alexis Demetrakas, fashion representative
Friday & Saturday
October 12 & 13
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Liquor sting shows sales
to minors are decreasing

By Casey Hans
siatf writor

The: number of Farmington busi-
ncsses selling alcohol to minors has
decllned nub.!tnnullly. according to

‘Then, wa had 74
percent selling and
today we have 74
checking for

-a
three-day .!uhg operal.lun in the clly
last week,

Of the 23 businesses which hold 1l- -

quor licenses in the clty, only slx
were clted for selling alechol to ca-
dets under the atate's legal drinking
age of 21, This was less than balf
clted during a sting in 1989 and sub-
stantlally less than the clty’s first
sting held four years ago, where 74
percent of businesses were clted.

“Then, we had 74 percent selllng
and today we have 74 percent check-
ing for Identification, This is really
encouraglng,” sald Frank Lauhoff,
dlrector of public safety, “I'm really
pleased.”

FARMINGTON DETECTIVES
Dan Potter and Bob Schulz worked
with two underage Farmington Hills

. police cadets, who visited the licen-

sces and attempted to buy alcohot
between Sept. 28 through Oct. 3.

Those clted for selling to the ca-
dets included: K mart, 37175 Grand
Rlver; Kroger's, 37025 Grand River;
Maple Drugs (Drakeshire), 35151

idan!lf:callan. Thisis
really encouraging.’
— Frank Lauhoff
public safely director

Grand River; A & P, 23300 Farming-
ton Road; and Discount Pop, Beer &
Wine, 32434 Grand River,

The Great Wall, a restaurant
which holds a Class C llcense which
allows liquor to be sold by the glass,
was also clted,

This Is iow the sting works:

Under the supervislon of officers,
the underage cadet enters the busl-
ness and attempts to buy alechol, If
the person Ls asked for identificatton,
he or she will not produce any. If the
licensee then sells to the person, the
officers return to the scene and issue
a cltation.

Employces “at the businesses
recelve immediate tickels; com-
plaints about the busincsses are for-
warded to the Michigan Liquor Con-
trol Commission as a violation of the
Michlgan Liquor Control Act.

Both Farmington and Farmington
Hills do regular sting operations In
ap attempt to keep businesses from
sclling alcohol to minora In the area,
Many times, busincsses are warned
by the department before the opera-
tions begin. The LCC is required to
suspend or revoke llquer licenses for
package llquor licensees which bave
chalked up three violations In 24
months.

Prior to last week's sting, Farm-
Ington public safety officers made
an extra effort to educate and warn
area buslnesses, Laubo!f said.

Declectlves completed annual vis-
its to businesses in May, Just as a
new license year was beginnlng. At
that time, owners and managers
were given Information about the
law and mecthods of enforcement.
Uniformed officers visited again in
August, reminding them of the city's
liquor enforcement program and
advised them there would be a sting
operatlon in the fall.

Different from other cities in the
area, Farmington businesses are en-
couraged to dlal 9-1-1 if they encoun-
ter a potentlal illegal liquor sale,
whlch pollce consider to be a “crime
In progress,”

“It's a priority for us, and it [s a
erlme in progress,” Lauhoff sald.“A
person may get hostile, and we'll be
there within a couple of minutes.”

Most reps, challengers
oppose tax hike plan

Continued trom Page 1

The package came about because
Congress in general — and his oppo-
nent in particular — refused to face
the budget deflcit squarely and make
the hard declslons needed to cut
spending, sald Briggs, an.

“It's obscene,” satd Hertel, who
has represented the district since
1980, “It's totally regressive . . .
partlcularly on middle and low in-
come people. The person making
$40,000 a year would pay the same
s somebody making $200,000.

with Ernst & Young.

Democrat Dennis Hertel, whose
14th District includes the southeast
portlon of Troy and all of Madison
Heights and Hazel Park, was also
critlcal of the deficit-cutting pack-
age which was defeated 254-179 ear-
ly Friday.

Hertel's
Kenneth C. McNealy of Madison
Heights could not be reached Friday.

A spokesperson for the Qakland
County Republicans, however, sald
McNealy, GOP chalrman of the 14th
Congresslonal District, was opposed
to the package.

REBELLION agalnst the package

— called by President Bush “the
last, best chance” to control the fed-
cral defleit — cut across party lines,
with a majority of Democrats and
Republicans voting against It.

The package contained tax In-
creases on gasollne, alcohol, ciga-
rettes and luxury ltems as well as
cuts In defense and some soclal pro-
grams, partlcularly Medicare.

Bush and Congresslonal lcaders
teok more than a month to hammer
out the proposal.

BUSH WAS “pandering” to the
Democeratleally-controlled Congress
by negotlating the package and lob-
bying for lts adoption, sald Blalne L.
Lankford of Royal Oak.

Lankford Is running agalrst Dem-
ocratic Incumbent Sander Levin In
the 17th Distrlet which includes
parts of southern Oakland County
and northwestern Wayne County.
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jewelry for women and moen.

Jacobson's

- ESTATE
JEWELRY
OLLECTION

dnesday, October 10
10 am. to 5 pm.

Noon to 8 p.m.
Fine Jewelry salon
Birmingham
Select from a coltection
of previously owned

Rinps, necklaces, pns,
eartings, watches.-

We welcome Jacobsor's Clurge, MasterCand® aod VIsA!
Shap until 9 pm. un Thursday and Frday, Unid b prn on Monday, Tiesdas, Widnesday and Saturday




