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from our readers

e

They are
a captive
audience

T the editor: .

Condolences to the nelghbors of
the Farmington Community Center.
Because they are “a minority,” they
must now be a caplive for

1 would also point out that some of
the burden of the large lot waa re-
duced with the new lots on Orchard
Street which are belng used for em-
ployee parking,

Parklng in downtown Farmington
will continue to be free. We ho)
that once the Dowmown Develop-

and recreatlon commissioners that
are so dedleated to ali the people,

I attend many of the commlssion
meetlngs as a llaison for one of the
youth baseball programs. A group of
commisslaners who, under the lead-
ershlp of chairman Dennis Fltzger-
ald, spend hours and hours seeking

ment A
complete, it wlll be convenient nnd
attractive as well.

Wendy Strip Sittsamer,
T executlve director,
D Devels Authority

whatever sounds the center beams
thelr way,

* Furthermore, slnce the city has ig-
nored thelr most recent complaints,
these residents can expect the center
to agaln break the rules with impunl-
t;

Y.

As for their belng a minority, so is
every citlzen of a resldentizl area.
Isn't that why we have zoning laws.?

Conslder those who attend con-
certs at the center, returning to the
peace and tranquillty of their homes,
turnlng their stereos and TVs on and
off at will. Conslder those who decld-
ed agalnst these complainants, doing
the samne,

They have control over the sounds
that please or assault their cars. Not
so’the neighbors of the Community
Center. For them, control now rests
with the majority.

T have supported the center from
its inceptlon, contributlng, canvass-
Ing, enrolling !n its programs. The
center is a fine asset to our commu-
nity, but not when It rides roughshoxd
over the rights of others.

‘Nor should we take seriously the

center’s plea that it loses money by -

not belng permitted to hold con-
cerns. Do I lose money because I
can't hold concerts?

Finally, it's repugnant to me that
those with tles to the center did not
disqualify themselves from the deci-
slons in this case.

* AnonR,Sennish,
Farmington

Development,
will look good

To the edltor:

In light of the many questions re-
garding the construction In down-
town Farmington's Jarge municipal
parking lot, T am pleased to inform
your readers that the aesthetlc en-
hancement will take place without
losing any parking spaces.

Nearly all the Islands were con-
structed at the ends of parkisg rows
on top of diagonal yellow lincs. We
will reclelm several spaces next
spring when the lot is re-striped and
the existing tall lightposts will be on
yellow lines rather than in the mld-

Broomfield
getsa ‘C’

To the edltor:

The October Issue of Money Maga-
zine rated leglslators on how they
voted on pocketbook issues in 1989,
Rep. Willlam Broomfield, our con-
gressman, got a “C" ratlng — not
very good [n my book.

1t is about time Rep. Broomfleld
came out of the closet to lot us know
about his past voting record, how he
stands on issues and debate his chal-
lenger,

Blair Algle,
Farmlngton Hllls

His column
way off base

The guest column in the Sept. 27
Observer palnted a picture of devel-
opment in Heritage Park that ap-
pears less than accurate and qulte
misleading.

Yes, we're cach entltled to our
opinion, but the Inaccurate and mi-
sinformed attack on your very accu-
rate and balanced edltorlal was
inappropriate.

Even worse, the scathing, abusive
and totally unfounded attack on the
gentleman who 1s director of Spectal
Services In Farmington Hills was un-
consclonable.

1 don’t know Joe Derck. I do disa-
gree with him, I think that facilities
llke soccer flelds and baseball dia-
monds in that large parcel of land
would have been better for our com-
munity than development that prohl-
bits such use.

I'd like our city to spend as much
energy on programs to help develop
our children as It does.protecting
trees, For Herltage Park, that was
not the will of the people, and the
park is.being developed for more
passive activitles,

We arc very fortunate In Farm-

dle of otherwise usable gpaces. ington Hllls to have a group of parks
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Mstening to cltizens and
debating optlons to ensure that rec-
reatlon facllities and programs
serve the people.

Thelr input, and the guldance and
step-by-step approval ef clty councll,
is behind all park develapment.

As for Dan Potter, I have never
met a more dedicated and honestly
concerned publlc servant,

His task of balancing concerns of
nelghborhoods, speclal interests, and
the DNR with the directives of the
commissioners and clty council ls
nol an casy one.

Still, he performs hls dutles tire-
lessly and serves a very large cross-
section of our communlty.

Your Sept, 20 editorial was right
— Heritage Park is belng developed
very nleely, and our clty offlcials
should know that most of us really
agpreclate the finc job being done
there,

el

ter slx years by the people who know
him, not Just his name or because of
money,

T urge everyone to vote this fall .

and particularly to vole for Judge

James Shechy for Oakland County
Clrcult Court,

Nell E. Wallace,

Sonthfleld

Worries over
Middle East

To the edltor:

Thank you for your column a few
weeks ago analogizing our military
Involvement in the Mlddie East to
Victnam.

It does scem that scnding masslve
flrepower to that area may be coun-
ter-productlve and lead us to belleve
that we can solve a complicated
problem by- military force alone.
Perhaps it 1a a little like Brer Rab-
bit and the Tar Baby.

We punch and are stuck and there
is no simple solutlon in sight.

Margaret Schaeffer,
Farmington §ilils

Kelth B. Gallagher,
Hills

Sheehy is
his candidate

To the editor:

Unfortunately, the two most Im-
portant quallfications for belng
elected a circuit judge this fall scem
to be money and name recognition.

Of the candidates for the county
judgeship, two are countlng on the
majority of voters to walk into the
booth wlithout knowing who they
should vote for in this important off-
ice. Then, the common wisdom, you
will vote for the most familiar
names.
uanny of you will not disappolnt

Another candldate will llkely
spend four or five times the annual
salary of the positlon to deluge the
medla with her name.

1If the primary last August Is any
indlcation, she will win 2 10-year
term as county judge, cven though
she has no experience as a judge.

Experience should be your num-
ber orie conslderation and there is
only one candidate who has it. Dis-
trict Judge James Sheehy has beena
judge for the last 10 years for Orlon,
Oxford, Auburn, Rochester, Oakland
and Addlson. .

Judge Sheehy has done an out-
standing job and was re-clected af-
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Opinions are
to be shared

Opinions and ideas are best
when shared with others.

That's why the Farmington
Observer encourages its read-
ers to share their views with
others in the From Our Read-
ers column,

Submitling a letter to the ed-
itor for publication is easy. Let-
ters should be typewritten or
printed legibly and kepi 10 300
words. Letters musi be signed
and include the address of the
sender,

Names will be withheld only
for the best of reasons, and
the decision 10 do so will ba
made by the editor.

Letters should be-mailed to:
the editor, The Farmington
Observer, 21838 Farmington
Road, Farmingion 48336.

SOME THOUGHTS ON death
and dying and other things detri-
mental to your health:

I've been reading a lot about
that lately — death and dying.
It's at the heart of the abartion
debate, it's at the center of the
controversy surrounding “living
wills” and the right to die and it’s
the focal point of the dlscussions
about “assisted sulcide.”

It raises questions that have
answers only in the most theoretl-
cal realm — When docs life be-
gin? At birth? At coneception?
Somewhere in between? — And
when does it end? When you stop
breathing? When the heart stops
beating? When the bealn stopa
emltting brajinwaves?

Are you really “alive” it you
are in that state only because of
the machine that’s hooked up to
you? If you have a terminal ill-
ness, do you have the right to
speed things along somehow?

No onc knows the answers to
these and hundreds — no, thou-
sands — of other questions that
the issues of death and dying gen-
erate. Doctors, lawyers, judges,
politliclans, academlcs, journal-
Ists, experts on “‘cthles” — every-
body jolns the discussion sooner
or later.

The more voices that joln in,
the more muddled the logic
scems to get.

ONE OF THE more bizarre
death and dylng cases was to go
before the U.S. Supreme Court
this-week. It involves an appeal
from an inmate on death row In
Loulsiana.

Michaet Owen Perry was sen-
tenced to death in 1985 for killing
hls parents and three other fami-
ly members. The Louistana Su-
preme Court upheld the convic-
tlon and sentence, but ordered a
review of his mental competence,
presumably because of a 1986 de-
cislon by the U.S. Supreme Court
that upheld a traditlon not to cxe-
cute the Insane.

The Louistana court ruled that
Perry, who reportedly suffers
from a schizo-alfective disorder
which bls lawyer calls a major
mental illness, was sane but only
while on medleatlon.

Now here’s where it gets
tricky. The state of Loulslana
wants to carry out the exccution

Death sparks
live thoughts

Jack

preme Court edict cannot do so
unless Perry is “sane” at the
time. But he is only “sanc” when
he is taking the medlcation.

So the state wants to force Per-
1y to take his medleine so that he
wllt be sane enough to be execut-
ed. Besldes, the state says, the
medicine is good for him.

Perry's attorneys, with the sup-
port of the American Medleal As-
soclatlon and the American Psy-
chiatric Assoclatlon, say that for-
clbly medicating him would be
cruel and unusual punishment.
The medical people say that fore-
ing him to take medlcatlon so
that he can then be executed le-
gally would make a mockery of
the ort of healing.

So the question is now In the
hands of the U.S, Supreme Court.
Better it than me.

THE PERRY CASE may be the
most bizarre cxample of logle
gone astray when the issue of
death and dying arises, but-It's
not the only one.

For years I've heard doctors
argue that if a patient had to be
hooked up to 2 machlne to be kept
alive, the patlent or the next of
kin in some cases, could decide
not to have the machine hooked
up. But once the patient is on the
machine, that's It. You can't
make the decision to unplug it.

What about someone who is
termipally ill and wants to end
his suffering. Sulclde Is not
agalnst the law. {(How would they
punish you, anyway?) But if sui-
clde is legal, s it illegal to help
someone commit It?

What about the person who
claims to be “pre-life” but advo-
cates capltal punishment?

But then, what do you expect
from a socicty that teils someone
to “take your medicine so we can
kill you?”

m Gladden!

- sentence, but under the 1936 Su-
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