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Roll Call Report

Here's how Observer & Eccentric-
area members of Congress were
recorded on major roll call votes in
the week ending Oct. 5.

HOUSE:

To Refect Budget Plan — By a
vote of 179 for and 254 agalnst, the
House rejected the fiscal plan forged
by Presldent Bush and'congressilona)
leaders of both partles to cut the def-
{clt by $500 billion over five ycars
through tax hlkes and spending re-
straint. Republiclans voted 71 for
and 105 against and Democrats 108
— 149, sending government lcaders
in search of mere polltically accept-
able fiscal solutions.

‘The measure sought to raise the
Medicare payrol] as well as taxes en
tobacco, alcoholle beverages, gaso-
line, luxury ltems, ptanc tickets and
other items and to curb or cut spend-
ing in the defense budget, Medlcum.y

farm subsldies, clvil service relire-
ment and scores of other federal
programs. Conscrvatives directed
most of thelr criticism at the tax in-
creases, while llberals said the plan
favored the wealthy at the expense
of people In poverty and on fixed in-
comes. Moderates also found much
init they disliked. 4 .

A yes vote was to alde with the

president and bl-paztisan Capitel .

P

HI leadership and stpport the defi-
clt reduction plan. ~

Voting yes wag Sander Levin, D-
Southfield. Votifig no were Carl Pur-
sell, R-Plymouth, Dennis Hertel, D-
Harper Wopd$, William Ford, D-
Taylor and"Wllllam Broom(leld, R-
Blrmins‘nam_

T6 Hack the President — By a
vote bf 380 for and 39 agalnst, the
houge approved a resolutlon (HJ §58)
endorsing President Bush's military
Jand diplomatic response to. Iraq's
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takeover of Kuwait,

While far outnumbered by backers
of the president, eritics argued both
he and Congress have disregarded
the War Powers Act. That post-Viet-
nam law requires Capitol Hlll ap-
proval, within 60 days of deploy-
ment, of mllitary actlons in which
combat appears imminent. In the ab-
sence of a green light from Congress,
the troops are to be brought home.

A yes vote endorsed Bush's poli-
cies agalnst Iraq.

Votlng yes were Pursell, Hertel,
Willlam Ford, Levin and Broom-
field.

To Accept More Immlgrants —
By a vote of 231 for and 182 against,
the House passed a bil) (HR 4300) in-
creasing from 540,000 to at least
775,000 the number of legal immi-
grants America will let in each year.
Thls sent the bill to conference with
a Senate blil raising the celllng to
630,000,

‘The bill Is the most favorable to
foreigners with needed Job skills,
more than tripiing the cap on em-
ployment-based visas. Most of the
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bllt's other new alots would go to for-
eigners with famlly members in the
United States and from

and 172 against, the House killed
language In the crime bill (HR 5269)
the d |

European and African countries that
in recent decades have had com-
paratively low quotas, .
A yes vote was to pass the bill.
Vatlng yes were Hertel, Willam
Ford and Levin. Voting no were Pur-
sell and Broomf(leld.

Death Peaalty — By a vote of 271
for and 159 against, the House
broadened the death penalty to cov-
er more - federal offenses. The
amendment also authorized eapltal
punishment when the offender shows
“reckless disregard™ for the victim's
life, thus lowering the current stan.
dard requiring proof of intent to kill.
The vote occurred during debate on
an omnlbus erime bill {HR 5269).

A yes vote was (o toughen the fed-
eral death penalty.

Voting yes was Broomlield. Voting
no from Michigan were Hertel, Wil-
liam Ford and Levin. Not voting was
Pursell.

Gun Issue — By a vote of 257 for

and sale of semiautomatic weapons
that are ldentlcal to banned foreign
weapons. The Nationa) Rifle Associ-
ation backed the amendment as con-
sistent  wlith constitutional rights.
Critics sald It would circumvent
President Bush's bap on the importa-
tion of so-called “assault weapons”
such as AK-47s and Uzis.

A yes vote was to strip the bill of
gun control Janguage.

Volng yes was Wiltlam Ford. Vot-
ing no were Pursell, Hertel, Levin
and Broomfield.

SENATE:

‘To Support The President — By a
vote of 96 for and three against, the
Scnate approved a resolution (S Con
Res 147) commending President
Bush’s response to the Iraq invasion
of Kuwait.

Supparter George Mitchell, D-
Maine, the majority leader, sald the
measure “is not an authorization for
the use of Jorce, now or in the fu-
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ture” Inthe Persian Gulf. .~ fi
Opponent Mark Hatfield, R-Ore!
called Lhe Senate “the embodlment
of hypocrisy” for sidestepplng the
War Powers Act, which Contgress gox
acted after Vietnam to give las
ers more vlz‘l;:‘e when  Americah
troops are for war.
A’;’u voswu endorsed Prdldcq?
Bush’s pollcies agajnst Irag. = 2%
Vollng yes were Senators
Levin, D, and Donatd Rlcgle, D.  §°

To Confirm David Souter — By.a
vote of 90 for and nine agalnst, the,
Senate confirmed the nomination s}
Judge Davld H. Souter of the USH
Flrst Circuit Court of Appeals to the
U.S. Supreme Court, Souter, 51,
to be sworn In Oct. 8. .

Supporter Robert Packwood, St
Ore., sald he fcels Souter has “4n’
open mind" on the abortion Issue. *°7

Opponent Edward Kennedy,
Mass., said Souter “is likely to side,
with the justices on the court” wh
favor narrowing abortion rights. ™

A yes vote was to confirm Soutéf*
as the 105th Supreme Court justice,”>;

Votlng yes were Levin and Rlegle!”*
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