WHAT IS HE golng to tell the
kida?

Whichever verslon of the inci-
dent you believe — the one min-
imized by Plstons star lslah
‘Thomas or that flled in a police
report by Channel 2 sports re-
porter Virg Jacques — it In obvi-
ous that physical contact was in-
volved.

After Thomas apologized,
Jacques withdrew an assault and
battery complalnt agalnst him,
claiming that Thomas choked
him In an Oakland University
parking lot. I1t's bard to belleve
that a reporter who makes his liv-
ing covering the Plstons would
choose to take either the Pistons
or team captaln Thomas on for
small reason — even in the battle
over ratings, -

The concern is what Islak will

tell the kids. Few of us are mme-
dlately ldentified by the merc
mentlon of our first name —
Cher, Madonna, Islah, Even
George — you'd have to think
about whether somcone meant
.. Washington or Bush.
- Here In metropolitan Detrolt,
no malter suburb or clty, the
-name Isiah untversally conjures
up a soft-spoken, articulate, good-
.. Jooking, superb athlete devoted Lo
his mother, wife and family.

ISIAH, WHO makes his home
In Bloomfield Hills, is a role mod-
el for a whole generatlon. He
takes the time to talk to them, to
work for charitable causes which
help them and to endorse the
Boys Club movement which he
says helped him stay straight and
become what he Is todny.

His good guy Image is o Indell-
ble that he was able to complete-
ly erasc the attempt w'l!nk‘ him

polnts of view
What will hero
tell the kids?

Q: My son's friends were discuss-
Ing thelr teachers recently, They
complained of one English teacher
who was very “longh,” who really
pours the work on. A stadent bas to
work o get an “A” from her and
these are all high-achleving stodents.
Sometimes, my son and his friends
are working Il 10:30 p.m. o ber as-

To me, she doesn't seem

reasonable. She doesn't seem to be
very popalar the way the kids talk,
Do you think I should talk o her

—
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Incldent may have had [ts roots in
that controversia) gambling story
Channel 2 carried the day after
the Pistons won their second
champlonship.

Up to that time, probably the
worst thing ever. sald about
Thomas was that it sounded llke
he was still in bed when he
checked In regularly with J.P.
mornings during.the Plstons sea-
son.

THAT ISIAH would resort to a
physlcal attack is a repudlation of
his image and the message he has
been trying to get across to kids,

. “Why should I be held to a high-
cr standard than anyone else?”
Thomas asked. Because that
comes with the territory. 1t’s part
of belng a hero . . . but it's nat
even appllcable here.

Keeping your hands off another
person, even if verbally pro-
voked, i3 hardly a case of belng
heid to a higher standard.

His apology to Jacques Is im-
portant — and so ls the broad-
caster’s consequent withdrawal
of assault charges — tn showing
that reasonable people can re-
solve dlfferences out of court.

But Thomas also owes someone
else an apology — and that's the
kids who subscribe to the Islah
Thomas legend.

What wlll he say to them?

Judith Doner Berne is assist-

with rges g

his frlend and former Bloomfield

Hills resldent Emmet Denha,
Some say the Thomas-Jacques

ant editor for the
Qakland County editions of the
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers,

A: No, because you also told me
that college-bound junlors and sen-
lors in your high school all want to
get [nto ber class. That tells a story.
According lo you, she-expects that
the students will write at a college
level before leaving her elass, She
does not aceept medlocrity. Let's
thank her.

From my experience, the most
popular teachers are not necessarily
the best teachers. Yes, a very popu-
lar teacher can be one of the best
teachers in the bullding, but there Is
no hard and fast rule on thls issue,

.. Some of the most effective teach-
", ers have non-charismatic personall-
;+'}ies but can teach up a storm. And,
. yes, many very charismatic teachers
can teach up a storm. There Is no
Hixed rule.
How can you tell a good teacher?

By Betty Nicolay
spocial writer

FARMINGTON Famllles tn Ac-
tion s once agatn celebrating Octo-
ber Drug Awarenesa Month. Our city
ts wrapped in red ribbon which is the
visual sign of a commitment to belng
drug-free.

Varlous activitles during the
month involve the entire communlty
rom preschoolers to senlor citizens.
Senlors from Mercy Center cut
$0,000 ribbons which were distribut-
ed by Girl Scouts to buslnesses for
handouts. Every Farmington stu-
dent was glven a ribbon to wear and
Individual schools decorated trees
and bulldings.

at any U.S. Past Office,

Men., if you're about to turn 18. it's
time to register with Selective Service

It’s quick. It's easy.
And it's the law..

Posters with antl<rug messages
were created by local students and
.arc on display in the libraries, city
council offlces, the Communlty Cen-
ter and private busincsses. Be sure
to look for them.

————
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Flrst off, they care about the kids
and want them to be successful, Sec-
ond, they are organized, they know
thelr subject and are contlnually, on
a dafly basls, self-evaluating thelr
per I self-

Is usually more stringent than thelr
prinelpal’s formal evaluation of
their performance,

They set high standards for them-
sclves and have high expectatlons
for their students.

They don't “shoot from the hip.”
When class starts they're ready.

They are not the arrested adoles-
cent “Freddy Fraternity or Sally
Sorority” types who think entertaln-
ing the kids ~ wasting class time —
Wil endear themsetves to thelr stu-
dents,

Students In the “Freddy Fratern).
ty” class may Initfally appear to en-
Joy the antles hut later on will com-
plain about wha they didn't learn.

WHEN I WAS a high schoot coun-
selor, we visited colleges to get in-

On Oct. 7, more than 600 people
gathered at Nardin Park United
Methodist Church for an
serviee put on by the Scottish Clan
Alliance for Drug-Free America
sponsored by FFIA and local church.
es, The plpers and drummers played
and the clans presented their color-
ful tartans. It was a sight to behold,

SUNDAY, OCT. 14, FFIA Is spon-
soring a Famlly Day of workshops at
North Farmington High School
12:30-4:30 p.m. There are scsslons
for all ages. The classes offer infor-
mation for people who are directly
affected by substance abuse and also
for those who just want to ralse thelr
awarchess.

Bill Proctor from Channel 7 will
be the keynote speaker. Finalists
from the Farmington middle and
high schools in the Rap Contest will
perform and & winner will be cho-
sen

The month ends with a Run/Walk

Irom our former students
regarding how we could do a better
job. The discusslon Invariably came
down to our teachers.

Teachers I thought were average
or marglnal, whom the kids com-
plained about the most while in high
school, often turned out to be the
teachers they say helped them the
most. They also told us what they
dldn't like In teachers,

What don't they like! They don't
like the, “I'm your buddy teacher.”
Indecd, their message Is: I've got my
own buddies, you be my teacher.

One teacher showed 80 many mov-
les, the klds would say, “I never ree-
ognlzed him untll the second semem.
ster because the lghts were always
out.”

Students don’t like teachers who
grade rldiculously bard; a class (n
which one has to be a Fulbright
scholar togetanAora B,

Teachers who use grades as a
means and a weapon to control
classroom behavior are not in the
students’ hall of fame,

Also, teachers who give out almost
all A's and B's for medlocre perfor-
mances 10 be lked by the kids, or to
keep parcnts off their backs, are not
really respeeted. .

Teachers who lower a student’s
grade from an A to a B because the
student “mouthed off” In class one
day creates an even more angry ado-

Say ‘no’ to drugs, ‘yes

guest
column

for Life co-sponsored by the Farm-
ington Area YMCA and FFIA. This s
another opportunity to say “no" to
drugs and “yes" to a llfe of health
and wellness. Bring the family and
Joln in the fun.

October Drug Awarencss Month Is
becoming a traditlon iy Farming-
ten/Farmington Hills and has grown
cach year. The planning

lescent to deal with.

These above sltuations, of course,
are exceplions, but they do occur;
Most teachers use reason and logic
In assignments and are fair in grad;
Ing. !

THESE OOLLEGE-BOUND stu-
dents you refer to need teachers who
set high standards, teachers who re-
quire quality work, teachers whb
prepare students for the challenge
they will face in college. )

Indecd, university professors re-
spect and often personally koow ar
at least know of these high schod)
teachers who deliver students wejl
prepared for college work. (

Candidly, I know the high schodl
princlpal of the teacher to whom you
refer. The principal says her stu.
dents write letters of appreciation to
her from college. Many students vis-
it her just to say thanks. 1

The students say, “Mrs. X really
taught me how to write.”

50, it scems Mrs. X s pot interest.
ed in being the most popular teacher.
She wants to be a teacher students
say prepared them for college and
lfe.

Let’s thank tough teachers

She Is the teacher students will al-
ways remember.

Doe Doyle is a former Troy
Schools administrator. His col-
umsn on education appears peni-
odically.

1o life

offered during October.

FFIA IS a small, noo-profit group.
Therefore, it is difficult, if not Im-
possible for us to reach every busi.
ness In aur area, We depend on our
local newspaper to help spread the
word. .

The Observer recently ran an ex-
cellent series on drugs in Oakland
County, yet we fInd the paper reluc-
tant to promote, as well as cover,
posltive programs which will com-
bat those statistics.

Our city s progressive In Its ap-

to and eds

of 50 people represents a cross sec-
tion of our city.

The campalgn could not be suc-
cessful without the support and co-
operation of the schools, pallce de-
partments, tocal businesses and clty
governments. We thank you, but we
also apologize if you are not aware
of the opportunltles for Involvement

proach to p N
and I would like to see The Observer
report this to Its readers.

Together we can make a differ-
ence.

, Betty Nicolay is a Farmington
Hills resident and the general
chairman of Farmington Fami-
lies in Action. .
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$3,000,000

SALE

FINE ORIENTAL RUGS
AT WHOLESALE PRICES

'SAVE 40-50%

Anoted New York area im

Kermans, Ardabils,

porter has especlally selected
pleces for this saie from his vast inventory of hand-made
rugs from Persia, india, Pakistan,

MOST TYPES AND A WIDE VARI
Bokharas, Killms, Dhurries,
Chalnstitch, Chinese, Kashans, Tabrlz,

naitstve

Chinaand Roumania

ETY OF SIZES AVAILABLE
Herez, BldJars, Needlepolnts,
Sliks and many more.

8TH ANNUAL SALE

Sponsored by

ST. JOHN’'S ARMENIAN CHURCH

' . InSt. John's N crmcnn “ Date:
Recreation Center Oct. 11 thruOct. 14
22001 Northwestern H'wy f' Hours:
Southfield, Michlgan H Thursday 10:00-9:00
{Look for g Friday 10:00-9:00
the Gold Dome) Saturday 10:00-9:00
— Sunday 1:00-6:00
BAZA AR WEEKEND

Terms: Cash or Check payable to St. John's Armentan Church
Phone (313) 569-3405




