Musical
at Avon

Performances of the Avon
Players production of “Little
Shop of Horrors” i

flowers
Players

to enhance the humor. .
As Seymour, Branshaw has a
af ‘the

through Saturday, Oct. 20, at the
vhouse in Rochester Hills.

For ticket information call 375-
00,

By Barbara Michals
“speaclal writor

young Robert Morse, and his strong
vocal skills show o full advantage
In the musical's dellghtful songs .
Whiting Is oulstanding as’ Audrey,
her nasal Intonatlons as smoath
and patural as her counterpart in
the off: or}, er flne

Spoofing the horror movies and
(be muslc of the 1950y, “Littte Shop
of Horrors” is a wickedly funny
musicat, The current production by
the Avon Players is wonderfully
polished and encrgetle.

In the incongruous setting of a
Skid Row flower shop, one strange
and unusual plant brings sudden
fame and fortune to the shop's in-
habltants. The catch Is that the
plant thrives only on human flesh
and blood and Is very vocal In its
demands to be fed.

Mr, Mushnlk {Jon Katz} Is about
to close hls flower shop for good in
a it of economic despalr when his
nerdy shop asslstant  Seymour
{Kevin Branshaw) introducea Au-
drey 11, the unique plant he came
upoa following a sudden ectipse of
the sun. He has named Lhe plant af-
ter hls co-worker Audrey (Lynda
Whiting), a kind-hearted bimbo
who dates a sadlstle dentist (Steve
Tadeslc),

In a Faustian parody, Scymour
loses his soul to the demands of the
plant [norder to win Audrey’s Jove.
The Imsatlable plant, however,
turns ou\ to be more than Seymour
can recken with,

UNDER DIRECTOR Kimberley
Britt, most aspects of the Avon
productlon are top-notch, includlng
the talented principals and the
many extras who are well-utilized

y orlglnal

singing ls as well-polished as her
acting, and both she and Branshaw
have strong stage presences.

Mr, Mushnlk, Katz Is well-
c2st but occasionally stilted, a
fault perbaps attributed to the
writing since Mushnlk is mostly a
caricature, Tadevic Is effectively
amusing as the evil Orin Serivelo,
the dentist who found a sultable
wnly to utilize his love of infiicting
paln.

Crystal, Ronette and Chiffon, the
trio of street “urchettes” who func-
tion as back-up singers and sort of
Greek chorus, are well-sung by Re-
beeca Bahbling, Cathy Zucker and
Amy Sharpe.

Puppeteer David McKnight does
a good job animating Audrey's II's
movements. As the volce of the
plant, Klm Monterosso has the
right pitch and timbre, but when he
sings the lyrics are too indistinct.

SIMILARLY THE opening nar-
rative statement ls spoken so Indis-
tinctly it Is all but Indecipherable.
That, plus a few lighting miscucs
Saturday night, detracts only
slightly from the production’s high
level of achfevement.

Joyce Harner's costumes are ef-
fectlve, especially the disheveled
fook of the Skid Row denlzens.
Monterosso's set works well, and
the flve-plece combo under music
dlrector Paula D’Ambrosio always

sounds good.

table talk

| Brunch, bus

The Kingsley Inn in Bloom!letd
Hllls provides a service to Detrolt

Llons football fans with the Kingsley
Express. The coach leaves from the
Kingsley lot one hour before game

-time. Cost Ls $10 per person, round

trip to the Silverdome. Sunday
brunch ls served from 10 a.m. to 2
pam. (adults §1295). Reservatlons
may be made for both brunch and
bus, or may be made separately. For
more information and reservatlons
call 642-0100.

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
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upcoming
things to do
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Thursday, October 11, 1900 O&E

® VIVACE SEASON

Orthela Barnes opens Birming-
ham Temple's Vivace Season 7:30
p.m. Sunday, Oct. 14, In a candlelit
cabaret concert, in Farmington
Hills. Barnes has often been called
Detroit’s diva of soul and blues. For
ticket Information call Irene Cohen
at 288-3963.

® HARVEST FESTIVAL

Harvest Festivals hosted by local
American House Retirement Resi-
dences 2-4 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 14, are
open to the public at no charge, Each
American House will feature its own
speclal entertalnment, Angela De
Albuquerque will sing in Birming-
ham. Walter Wruk will play an elec-
trle organ accordion and provide
musle for singlng and dancing in
Westland. Farmington will conduct
their annual crafts bazaar. Perform-
ers include singers-dancers Helen
Dinardl and Pattl Baker of Sound
Trax and gultarist Mike Meyer. The
Elmwood American House in Ro-
chester Hills has booked country-
western singer Madeline Allen, Mar-
garet Schmidt, “"the Farm Lady," Is
bringing severat farm animals and a
silde show on clder maklng to Amer-
jcan House/Stone In Rochester Hills.

® MOSCOW CIRCUS

The Moscow Circus returns to the
Palace of Auburn Hills for nine per-
formances, Wednesday, Nov. 7,
through Sunday, Nov. 11. Tickets at
§15, $12.50, $10 and $7.50 reserved,
plus VIP scating, are on sale at the
Palace box office and all Ticketmas-
ter outlets, Tickets may be charged
by calling 645-6666.

® PREMIERE PRODUCTION
Serpent's Tooth Theatre Company,
a new profcsslonal theater in resi-
dence on the campus of Oakland
Community College-Royal Oak, pre-
sents Its premlere production of A.R.
Gurney, Jr.'s “Another Antlgone"
from Friday, Oct. 12, through Sun-
day, Oct, 28, at the Lila R. Jones-

Moscow on Ice, a two-hour show with Soviet akating stars, is
rday, Oct. 11-13, at the Palace of Au-
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Johnson Theatre in Royal Qak. Tick- I GREAT PASTA'S, TOO!
ets at §12-315 may be bought at the I Tiy our Vegetarian Lasagna
door or reserved by catling 544-4940. or Pasta with Vegetarisn Sauce.
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Cal For Brochars — Open Sundays.

1-800-736-7300

Taevn WaRgen
CAREFREE VACATIONS SINCC 1987

et

Blush R

LIVONIA

\arrioft

17100 Laurel Park Dr.
Livonia, Ml 48152
{313) 462-3100

There are some
to miss our Fall Lobster Feast.

$12.95

ROMULUS

arrioft.

METRO AIRPORT

0 woﬁid bréfer

For this low price, you can treat yourelf to 20 ozs. of
whole fresh North Atlantic lobster along with vegetable,
potato and bread.

We've also got great prices on Chateau Ste, Michele
ling-and Columbia Crest Chardonnay.

‘This offer is available from September 15 to December
15 only. So come in and enjoy a meal where, unlike the
entree, you won't go into the red.

SOUTHFIELD

Aarriott

30559 Flynn Drive 27033 Northwestern Hwy.
Romulus, MI 48174 Southfield, Ml 48034

(313) 729-7555

(313) 356-7400

Off

l $2 Any Large Pizza I
| or Large Antipasto or ||
Large Greek Salad
- -

GEY OUT OF THE DARN.

.
Conwmer Information Center
Dopt. 10, Puehl, Catorada 1009

“Enchanted
Autumn
Evenings”

beginat

Finest in
Northern|
lTeafian Cuising

BALLROOM
DANCING

Mausic performed by
The Billy Prince Quartet
Every Thursday - Satuniay

‘Evenis
4222 Second Ave., Detroit M/

® RUSSIAN SKATERS

Highlighted by Olympic and inter-
natloral medal-winners, 3 cast of
more than 60 of the USSR's skaters
will glide into the Palace of Auburn
Hills for seven performances of
“Moscow on'Ice” {rom Wednesday,
Oct. 11, to Saturday, Oct. 13, as part
of the show’s first tour of the United
States. Performances are 11 am.
and 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 11; at
11 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 12,
and 11 a.m. 2nd 3 and 7:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Oct. 13, Tickets at $17.50, $15,
$10 and $7.50 reserved are on gale at
the Palace and all Ticketmaster
outlets. Tickets may be charged by
calling 645-6666. For more informa-
tion call the Palace, 377-8600.

SHOWCASE
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PDYKE AOAD
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@ur Overnight Sensation

is the weekend's most perfect
proposition. A defuxe guest :
room just made for relaxing.* |

Great health-club facilities.

An indoor pool. The city’s
hottest supper club — right
under the same roof. And

in the morning, Eggs - i
Benedict** for two in :
Tango's European Bistro.

At Town Center
1500 Town Center
i Southticld

! 11131 827-4000

Radissonr Plaza Hotel
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