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North nips Mercy |,
to win county meet

Farmington Hills is developing a
reputation as-the hotbed of glrls
swimming, certainly among Oakland
County high schools. .

North Farmington and Farming-
ton Hills Mercy supported that clalm
Saturday by finishing one-two in the
annual county champlonships at
Oakland Unlversity,

In a reversal of last year's result,
the Raiders edged Mercy by 1%
polnts, 185 to 183%. The Marlins
won the title last year by 1% points
over North,

The two schools are annually
among the top 10 in the state compe-
ttion and are expected to vie agaln
thls year for top honors,

*“Oakland County has some of the
strongest swim teams In the state
year in and year out,” North coach
Patrick Duthle sald, “s0 It's a real
treat to be able to win that meet.
‘There are a lot of good swimmers in
the county, and it's a tough feat to
win the meet.”

NORTH AND Mercy chased each
other from the opening relay. The
Marllns jumped ahead with a sca-
son-best and state-cut time of 1:54.1
in the 200-yard medley relay swam
by Jenny McCombs, Katie Knlpper,
Linda Goldsteln and Erfca Smith —
all underclassmen,

“We got four good, mldsenson
splits from those girls,” Mercy coach
Tetry Eudy-Teeters sald, “And the
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race had a little spark as Jeany did

the flrst 15 yards of the backstroke

leg undcrwater, It's the same start

patented by Olympic swimmer and

world vecord holder David Berkoff."

North countered in the next two
events, the 200 freestyle and 200 in-
dividual medley, with firsts by jun-
for Karrle Kranz (1:59.66) and senlor
Kerry Doran (2:13.59), who has wen
the IM four straight years at the
cotnty. meet. She also was first in
the 500 frecstyle at 5:14.5.

M 'a Smith, Polly Tenuta and
Michelle McCaffrey placed fifth,
seventh and 11th for the Marlins in
the 200 freestyle.

Following the diving and the but-
terfly, North was ahead 84-71% with
each team having three swimmers in
the next event, the 100 freestyle, .

Kranz swam under the 58.29 state
cut with a 55.42 clocking for fourth
place, but Mercy's Smith and Andrea
Hoellein placed alxth and elghth to
kecep the meet close.

DORAN PICKED up her second
win in the 500 freestyle, finishing 10
seconds ghead of her nearest com-
petitor. Teputa and McCaffrey
placed for Mercy as Tenuta just

Bad weather, opponents
can’t derail Farmington

By Bill Parker
stalf writer

1t was ratny, windy and cold Tues-
day on the par-72 course at Huron
Meadows In Brighton. But desplte
the seemingly unbearable eondltions,
the Western Lakes Activities Associ-
atlon golf tournament was played in
its entlrely with Farmington — Ob-
serverland’s top-ranked ‘team —
splashing to victory.

“The big story and the surprise of
the day is that we played it,” ex-
plained tournament dlrector Gerry

*.Chapple, the Walled Lake Central
coach, “I know it's hard to belfeve,
but we played It and got It finished.
It rained from the time we teed off
untll the time wo finlshed, but' the
course remalned playable.”

Farmlngton, which has been
ranked among the top 10 Clasy A
teams In the state throughout the
year, Uved up to lta billing by win-
ning the tournament with 398 points.
Livonia Churchill placed second with
400 and Northville finished third
witk 419,

Plymouth Salem, Plymouth Can-
ton, Livonia Sie;'nnwn! ﬂ;nd North
Farmington tied for fourth with 430
polnta each.

" The Sacrifice of Ethics and Academics

in Michigan'State Footbell's Rise 1o Nationof Prominence

“We don't break a tie with the
3ixth man unless it really makes a
difference: llke for first or second
place,” explained Chapple. “Since
the tie was for fourth, we didnt
break fL."

Rounding out the rest of the pack
was Walled Lake Western with 440
polnts, Westland John ‘Glenn with
444, Walled Lake Central with 447,
Livonla Franklin with 510 and
Farmlington Harrison with 530,

FARMINGTON'S VICTORY
capped an exciling week for first.
year head coach JIm Miner,

Last Thursday, the Falcons won
the city champlonship and Tuesdays’
victory at the league tourney
wrapped up the WLAA champlon-
ship outright. Entering the tourna-
ment, Farmington and Stevenson
were tied for the laague lead with
identical 5-1 dual meet records,

“For a first year coach Its a nice
way to come In," acmitted Miner,

missed the state cut by three soconds
with her season-best time of 5:28.0.

The Marlins cut the lead to 10
points by placing fifth to North's
elghth in the new event, the 200 free-
atyle relay. Mercy's Knipper, Hoe-
fleln, Tenuta and MeCaffrey went
1:45.91 - a atate cut -~ and Rich-
ardson, Worthen, Shannon O'Brien
and Jeany Wagner swam 1:48.4 for
North.

The backstroke was a strong event
for the Marlins as Linda Goldstein
took second place with a time of
1:02.58 and McCombs seventh. North
dldn’t place and the Marlins re-
galned a 10-point lead with two
events to go.

The breast stroke followed and
nelther team ylelded as each of thelr
three swimmers placed in the top 12.

Honors went to Mercy’s Knlpper
whose 1:10.34 was a season best
good for second place. Hoefleln and
Joan Huellmantel also scored for
Mercy. But the Ralders trimmed
Mercy’s lead to half & point with
Anna’ Palmer placing third (1:11.4),
Carrie Worthen fourth (1:12.67) and

reshman Sherrt Richardson seventh
(1:14.18),

“Kranz, Palmer, Doran and
Worthen were ones we were count-
ing on to do well and they came
through,” Duthie sald. “But the per-
son who came through and dld better oh
w

Falcons soar

Becky Washnock of anmlriblen (35) pro-
tects the basketball during Tuesday's game

Harrison. Wash- 2D,

nock scored eight pointa as the Falcons de-
feated the Hawks 55-40. See story on Page
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By Bteve Kowslski .
stafl writer

Bob Kourtakis remembers the first column he
wrole as sports editor of North Farmington's stu-
dent newspaper, The Northern Star,

“I wrote a column that said, ‘Since there's a
wrestling team at North, we should have a hockey
team as well,'* said Kourtakls, a 1984 North
graduate, “The wrestlers wanted to get me for a
couple months. I learned that not everyone fs
going to like what you write. But as long as you do
It honestly and as carefully as possible, then It's
credible.”

Perhaps that explains why be co-authored Be-
hind the Green Curtain, The Sacrifices of
Ethics and Academics in Michigan State
Football’s Rise to National Prominence, Kour-
takis, a 1988 MSU graduate, and Stu Whitney, who

di in '89 from MSU, the book in
June. It ls being sold on news stands for $14.95
throughout the state.

ALUMNI, FANS and MSU's athletic depart-
ment aren’t thrilled by the book, which contalns
elght chapters and 190 pages, and examines MSU
football on the fleld and off. The book, published
by Masters Press of Grand Rapids, covers many
topics, Including:

® Head coach George Perles’ hypocrisy;

¢ MSU'’s academlc facade, Including ntimida-
tion of professors by the Spartans’ coaching staff;

@ thestudent-athlete struggle;

® sterold abuse; and

® rampant lawlessness among the players.

All of which means that today, nearly eight
years after he wrotle that first column at The
Northern Star, there's another segment of the

football
populatlon angry with Kourtakts,

Of course, those complaining about the book
don't pay enough attention to the cpllogue, which

North grad controversial author

beat Michlgan and stay off probation.”

The book has drawn rave reviews from Rick
Telander, Sports THustrated's senfor writer.
Telander authored another book, The IHundred
Yard Lie, which also detailed problems with big-
time college football programs.

The 24-year-old Kourtakis said he declded to
write the book last October, whlile warking as as-
sum:l::‘ sports edltor for the Port Huron Times
Herald.

offers solutions to the in pre-
vious chapters.

“These people have thin skin,” sald Kourtakis,
who covered MSU footbatl from 1986-88 for The
State News (MSU's student newspaper) and the
Lanslng State Joumnal. “The fan and coaching
staff’s reaction has been absolutely ridiculous,
They don’t care about the book or its findings, al}
they care about !s that it makes MSU look bad —
it ruins thelr tallgate parties and gin and tonlcs,
College athleties is more than wins and losses, it's
about nurturing and cdreating 100 athletes.

“All we were trylng to do is write a book about
how college sports should be. If we wanted to hurt
MSU, we would have Interviewed former athletes
who were recrulted by State and glven money to
go there.”

KOURTAKIS, WHO works in Lansing at a pub-
lle relatlons firm, 2aid he avoids the East Lansing
campus for fear of retaliation.

“I don’t walk around East Lansing anymore,
and I'm dead serious,” he sald. “My wife and 1
don't go to bars and restaurants anymore in East
Lansing. We live in Qkemos and work In Lansing,
It's sad it bas to come down to that, but there’s a
lot of sports fanatics out there. . . It's really got-
ten out of hand, all they want to see is the team

who was honored for writing the
Best Sports Story in Gannett ncwspapers in 1989,
resigned last January from the Times Herald to
devote all hls time to the book. .

Whitney, who also covered MSU football for the
State News and Lansing State Journal, currently
works a3 a sports writer with the Argus Leader, Ln
Sloux Falls, $.D.

“I came up with the Idea alter observation and
reflection of what happened at State,” Kourtakis
said. “When I started covering the team I was 19
and In awe of covering n ‘pro’ team. But when 1
got older, I started realizing the priorities are all
out of whack. I called Stu to see if he felt the same
way, and he did.”

KOURTAKIS 15 NOT worried about possible
legal actlon from MSU and former players, be-
cause he sald he has at least two sources for each
plece of testimony.

“‘We have notes that would stand up knee high,”
he sald,

Kourtakis has practiced falr journallsm ever
since bls days at The Northern Star, according to
Jerry Maxwell, North - Farmington's baseball
coach from '76-'84.
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“It’s been a team effort all year. At
some polnt in time each member of
this team has come through for us.”

The top flve flnishers at the mect
earned All-WLAA honors while the-
next 10 earned All-Conference hon-
ors.

Jason Buha and Adam Hibbs —
the Oakland County tournament
medalist — paced the Falcons, carn-
lng AlI-WLAA honors by finiahing
:econd {73) and third (75) respective-

y.

“For the most part, Jason and
Adam bave been shooting low 70s at
every tournament we've been in,”
explalned Miner, “The rest of the
guys battle each other to death for
the other spots.”

Chris Zbanek picked up & ninth-
place flnish with an 81 and Peter
True tled for 12th with 83, but
dropped to 16th after an cight-man,
three-hole playoft.

MICHIGAN’S LARGEST
MERCEDES-BENZ DEALER

1991 Models Now Available

1990 CLEARANCE

A Few Select 1990 Models Available
at Substantial Savings

CHURCHILL SENIOR Bill Dur-
ham earned medalist houors with an
outstanding one-under 71.

“Blll putted very well and kept the
ball in the ahort grass” explained
Churchill coach Ken Timmons. "He
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464 S. WOODWARD, BIRMINGHAM, MICH.
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