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Magician Mike Thornton performs at Silverman's of Plymouih for customers Jim and Liz

By Julie Brown
staff writor

Diners at Detrolt-area restau-
rants don't generally expect ta see
a tableslde maglc show.

It's possihle that they might sce
auch a performance, however,
Mike Thornton, 28, is among area
maglclmu wl\n perform at restau-
rants,

“Thcy love it. IV's different,” said
Thornten, a Canton resldent. “It’s
very unique to see magle that close
up.

He performs at Max and Erma's
restaurants and at several Sliver-
man's locations. Thornton, a full-
tUme magician, begins by introduc-
tng himself and asking diners If
they'd like to sce 2 brief magle
show,

“For the most part, peaple find it
a pleasant surprise.” Occaslonally,
diners would rather not see a per-
formance, but that's more the ex-
ception than the rule,

“People aren't there to see mag-
ic, they're there to eat.” The only
appropriate times for his perfor-
manees are right alter the menus
are taken or right after diners fin-
Ish eatlng.

HE PERFORMS [or five to sev-
en minutes at each table “or until
the food arrives. 1 make a quick
exit as soon as the food comes. I do
my disappearing act.”

Thornton, who grew up in De-
troit, has been performing at res-
taurants for about five years. He
also does big shows, performing at
coempany partles, trade shows and
sales meetings. He's contlnued to

Mike Thornton puts a little magic into eating out

perform for children and adults
through the years.

Thornton, a 1981 graduate of
Bishop Borgesa High School In Red-
ford, has been interested In magic
for a number of years. Hls Interest
began as a habby.

“I got a maglc kit for Christ-
mas.” His mother got him a magle
kit when he was In second or third
grade, When he was In the sixth or
seventh grade, Thornton began to
do shows for birthday parties and
local library gatherings.

In high schoo), Thornton began to
do paid shows, He wasn't the most
serfous student tn school.

“Through junlor high and high
school, I was the class clowa. I
worked on a lot of material that
way. If It was funny, 1 dldn't get in
trouble.”

AFTER GRADUATION, he stud-
ied at the Chavez School of Presti-
digitation and Manual Dexterity In
Colon, Mich., magle capltal of the
world,

"1 furthered my training golng
there.” That six-month course is
designed “solely to teach you
slelght of hand, misdirection and
showmanship. That’s where all the
magiclans gather.”

Followlng graduation from that
program, Thornton worked for
three years at a Ferndale magic
shop, the Romig Magic Co. He did
magic shows during that time, hon-
ing his skills.

“Comedy’s a big part of the act.
I'm a magiclan who happens to be
funny, not a comedian who happens
to do magic. The No. 1 thing, I'm
trying to entertain. My spectalty is

pcrformlna what magiclans call
close-up.”

He performs at some flve or six
restaurants per week, appearing al
some 75 to 100 tables. Performing
up close in restauranta lsn't ltke
doing blg shows.

“You can't use all the same
methods. You have to bave done
your bomework.

“It's totally different. I find it
more satisfying as far as the rap-
port with the audience."

THORNTON'’S PERFORMANC-
ES Inciude things intended to ap-
peal to kids, such as making bal-
loon sculptures.

“It keeps them busy. Pareats
don't have to bring the crayons.”

Things are done on a smaller
scale at restaurant shows, although
the effect Is simllar. On stage, be
might cut and restore a rope, and
would use dental floss for that at a
restaurant performance.

“Everyone asks If 1 can make
their blil disappear.” He can't do
that, dut does offer to double dills.

Magician Mike Thornton will
begin appearing 5-8 p.m. Sun.
days, starting Oct. 28, at the
Maz and Erma’s restaurants in
Birmingham, Rochester, Livo-
nia and Farmington Hills, Other
magicians alse perform at the
four restaurants during that
time each Sunday. Thornton ap-
pears Thursday.through Sunday
at Silverman's restaurants in
Plymouth, Ann Arbor, Taylor
and Monroe, with the Plymouth
performances scheduled for 10
a.m.te 1 pom. Saturdays.

COMEDY CLUBS

ifere are listings of some comedy
clubs in aur ares. To let us know who
is appearing at your club, send infor-
mation ta: Comedy Listings, Qbserver
& Eccentric Newspapers, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonia 45150,

® CHAPLIN'S EAST

Rick Kers wlill perform with Bar-
ry Fox and Dacny Grey Wednesday-
Saturday, Oct. 17-20, at Chaplin's
East, 34244 Groesbeck, Fraser. Show
times are 8:30 p.m. Wednesday and
Thursday, 8:30 and 10:30 p.m. Friday
and Saturday. For Information, call
792-1802.

® CHAPLIN'S WEST

T.C. Hatter will perform with
Brad Nelson and Todd Grove Tues-
day-Saturday, Oct. 1620, at Chap-
lin's West, 16890 Telegraph, south of
Six MHe, Detroit. Show times are
8:30 p.m. Tuecsday-Thursday, 8 and
10:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday. For
informatlon, call 533-8566.

® CHAPLIN'S PLYMOUTH

Tim Rowlands will perform with
Michael Blackman Wednesday-Sat-
urday, Oct. 17-20, at Chaplin's Plym-
outh, at the Radisson, 14707 North-

ville Road, Plymouth, Show tmes"

are 8:30 p.m. Wednesday and Thurs-
day, 8:30 and 10:30 p,m. Friday and
Saturday. For reservatlons, call 454-
1680,

® MAINSTREET

Steve & Lea will perform Friday
and Saturday, Oct. 19-22, at Main-
Street Comedy Showcase, 314 E. Lib-
erty, Ann Arbor. Show times are 8:30
and 11 p.m. Friday and 7, 9 and 11

.p.m. Saturday. For Information, call

$96-9089,

@ BEA'S COMEDY KITCHEN
Marv Weleh will perfoim along
with Mlke Bonner and Downtown
Tony Brown Friday-Saturday, Oct.
19-20, at Bea's Comedy Kitchen, 541

Larned, Detroit. Show tlmes are 9
and i1 p.m. For Information, call
961-2581.

® COMEDY CASTLE

Thom Sharp will perform with
Mario Sciortine Tuesday through
through Saturday, Oct. 16-20, at the
Comedy Castle, 269 E. Fourth, Royal
Oak. Show time is 7 p.m, Tuesday-
Thursday and 8:30 and 11 p.m. Fri-
day and Saturday. For reservations,
call 542-9900,
® JOEY'S LIVONIA

Jeff Brannen wi perform along
with Geechy Guy Wednesday-Satur-
day, Oct. 17-20, at Joey's Comedy
Ctub, Plymouth Road, ‘between
Wayne and Levan roads, Livonia.
Show WUmes are 9 p.m. Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday and 8:30 and
10:30 p.m. Saturday. For Informa-
ton, call 261-0555.
® JOEY'S ALLEN PARK

Billy Garan and Ken Brown and

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

Ty Ty

Are you concerned, aware, Informed?

REE A free tive-part educational serles for the community
F presented by SHenrySTatTiptal Maplegrove

ALCOHOL & DRUGS: USE AND MISUSE
Join us for qusdays in October

ALCOHOL, DRUGS AND TEENS

Impact on the Adolescent, Indicators, Progrossion
Mary Kay Meler, M.A., Program Coordinator.
Maplegrove Youth Treatment Cenior

Recovering Young People

Tuesday, October 16, 7:30 p.m.

Speaker

Tuesday, October 23, 7; 30 p.m. INTERVENTION — A Way to Enablo the Chemically
Dependent Porson to Accept Help

Rende Gergar, M.S.W., Intervention Speciahst

Henry Ford Hospital Maplogrove

Recovering people who have been intervened upon
through this method

Speaer

Tuesday, Ocluber 30, 7: 30 p.m. A COMMUNITY RESPONSE

What we are dolng'what neads to be done

Judge Stephen C. Cooper, 46th Disinct Judge

Wl Inglude community leadérs, treatment
professionals and school substance abuse coardinators

Kroseraior
Pane:

Southfield High School Auditorium
24675 Lahser Aoad (corner of Ten Mile Road)

For Infarmation: 746-8610

Presented as a free communily service by Henry Ford Maplegrove and

46th District Court Oakland County
Substance Abuse Task Force  Substance Abuse Servico

Obsorver & Eccentric Newspapers
Southfield Chamber of Commerce

Southficld Parent-Youth
Guidance Commission

Southficld Public Schools
Southfield Township

Birmingham Public Schools Village of Beverly Hitls
City of Lathrup Village Village of Franklin

City of Soulhiield 7-Eleven Stores

Attend as many sessions as you can —
even I only one... .

BUT COME!!

Lisa Golch will perform Wednesday-
Saturday, Oct. 17-20, at Joey's Com-
edy Club and Sports Emporium,
Southfield Hoad, Allen Park. Show
times are 8:30 p.m. Wednesday and
Thursday and 8 and 10:30 p.m. Fri-
day and Saturday. For information,
cafl 362-7041.

® JOEY'S AT THE ROXY

Guy Thison will perform Thurs-
day-Saturday, Oct. 18-20, at Joey's
Comedy Club at the Roxy, 11175
Haggerty Road, Belleville. Show
times are 9 p.m. Thursday and 8:30

Thursday-Saturday, Oct. 18-20, at
the Helly Hotel, 110 Battle Alley,
Holly. Show times are 8:30 p.m.
Thursday and 8:30 (no smoking show
Friday only) and 10:30 p.m. Friday
and Saturday. For Information, call
634-1891.
® MISS KITTY'S

Carla Fllisha will perform along
with Mickael Asgelo Thursday-Sat-
urday, Oct. 18-20, at Miss Kitty’s
Comedy Club, Long Branch Restau-
rant, 595 N. Lapeer Road, Oxford.
Show times are 8 p.m. Thursday, 8
.'md 10:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday.

and 10;45 p.m, Friday y. For
Information, call §99-1829.

® HOLLY HOTEL
Jobn Bowman will perform with
Perry Wright and Jil Washbarn

v We Need

Volunteers Who

Love Happy
Campers!

Sun Deer® campers are
happy campers and it s no
-wonder bacause most
severely asthmatic kias are
forced to spend their
SUMN eI INA0OTS At Camp

Sun Deer’ asthmatic kids
Jges 992 participate (n
avariety of outdoor
activities, but they can t do
Jtwithout your help. The
(imitations and doubts they
face can be diminished by a
volunteer wno cares. Your
participation at Camp sun
Deer” can make all the
aifference in an asthmatic
child’s summer

For more details contact:

AMIRIC AN *n Mo ANOCTATION

18860 West Ten Mile Roaa
‘Soutnfield, M1 48075
(3131 §59-5100
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lon, call §28-6500.

@ LOONEY BIN
Norm Stalr will perform with
Steve Bllinitzer and Tony Mastak

the Wolverine and Looney Bln Res-
taurant and Comedy Club, 1655
Glengary, Walled Lake. Show times
are' 9 p.m. Wednesday through Fri-
day and 8 and 10:30 p.m. Saturday.
Wednesday and Thursday shows are
{ree. For more information, eall 669-
9374,

@ DUFFY'S

.Bob Posch Comedy Sbow will per-
form at 9 p.m. and 11 p.m, Fridays
and Saturdays, at Duffy’s, 8635 Coo-
ley Lake Road, Unton Lake. Admls-
sion is $7. For Information, call 363-
9469
® FOX THEATRE

George Burns will perform at 8
p.m. Friday, Oct. 19, at the Fox The-
atre (o Detroit. Tlckets are $35. For

Thursday-Saturday, Oct. 18-20, at Information, call B72-1000.
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WIN MUVIE PASSES Tﬁ
SHOWCASE CINEMAS AUBURN HIU.S!
I's smple and fun! Answer the question about this

sShomseflm

and send your responses in. Wmerswlbedmnm
MEMPHIS BELLE

Matthew Modine, Eric Stoltz
and John Lithgow star in
David Puttnam's riveting
story of a World War Il
bomber and it's crew.

Which fitm did Matthaw Modine star (n? (choose one)
#) BORN ON THE FOURTH OF JULY 8) FULL METAL JACKET C) BATMAN
ENTRY FORM:
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Stuffed
Chicken Breast

only $2.49!

From now until Sunday October 21st,
MCL’s great tasting Stuffed Chicken Breast
is specially priced for only $2.49.
With a deal ilke this, why cook?

MCL

CAFETERIA

“GOOD COMMON SERSE NUTRITION™

TEL-TWELVE MALL




