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Beads form delicate, but direct, link to past

By Virginia Lee Clark
speclal writer

The italiclzed quotes are from
Robert K. Liu's forward to “The
History of Beads” by Lois Sherr

tin.

“Beads were probably the first
durable ornaments humans pos-
sessi

HE QLDEST BEADS found
thus far have been associ-

ated with the Neaoderthal
Man datlng back to 38,000
B.C. and were excavated at an ar-
cheological slte in La Quina, France.
‘They were made of bones and ani-
mal teeth and worn as pendants,

We don’t kave to dig too far in our
area to unearth what has to be the
most complete selection of beads
avallable anywhere in the country,
They come from all parts of the
globe and may be found in a2 number
of shops.

Beads are more ‘decorative than
baubles. They represent soclal
mores, portable wealth, politics, sta-
tus symbols, trading power, mone-
tary unlts, rellgious beliefs and su-
perstitions.

And you thought beads were just :

ltems. to string and wear around
your neck.

“Pleasing to look at and touch,
colors and materials that almost
compel one to handle them and
sort them.”

BEADS ARE microcosms of every
art and craft form. They are made
from dlfferent tcchniques using
glass, wood, metal, ceramics, bone
and patural materials such as stones
(preclous and semi-preclovs) and
shells. They come b cvery seml-pre-
clous stone as well as coral and

_pearls. Let’s not” {orget the shapes: .

drop, ring,

Tound, melon, i
.. cone, lentil, cyllndrlul and many

more.

“Deciding which ones to use and
putling the right opes together in or-
der to design something pleaalng s
another whole disclpline. Fortunate-
ly, there are local shops with
knowledgeable owners who are
ready to help.

Working with beads ia something
everyone can do regardless of expe-
rience or age. The mulu become a
wearable art form.

“Today, beads are being com-

bmed and shuped into gestheti- now, mpcdnlly mn. We carry a

Strands of history

Pearls lmm an Amorlcan pearl
that rivals those from foreign

‘BILL BREBLER/atafl photographer
1afm have an irldescent beauly
shores. The pendant, ring and

earings are from Shell or Bead It of Plymouth.

cally dynamic jewelry.”

IDA JOYRICH ind Ghinda Mar-
rich own Bead Wotks Inc. at 34751
Frankin Road in

ry beads from all over the world as
well ha the materia) needed to miske

elry.
‘“We tnvr_l alot lnde‘pmdmuy of
each other and everywhere we go we
bunt for beads,” Jogrich said. “Itisa
fascinating hobby as well as a busl-
ness”
‘They have multl-colored Austrian
tals and tourmalines. Included
In a large selection of stone beads
are Nevada lapls and tree agate,
which are new and just betng mined.
‘There are handblown glass beads
from Chinz, with cats palnted on the
Inside through the hole with a alngle-
hatred brush,

“Ethnle chdry is popular right

JERRY ZOLYNSKY/staft MW‘O"’

The Egyptian Coptic cross strung on jasper with turquoise is a
stylish link to history. Around the necklace Is a selection of
beads from many countries of the world. The arrangement was
done at Birmingham Bead Store,

\
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good selection of beads {rom_there

made.of all kinds of mll.eria]s S

Marrlchud.v\

ITHEIR FENDANTS are conversa-
tion pleces. One t; ,mndeohllver.
is a, wu«: . cache disy

jge]z;e}ry tiny grooming alds dnn-
3 (r&rlx: t. it 13 worn by nomads

in Balu

“People buy our beads to be used
for everything from architectural
miniatures to dog collars,” Joyrich
said.

The Bead Works is open ’n.xudny
through Saturday. The owners will
help thelr customers design and
make jewelry or make |t for them.

“As was the case in so many
ancient and tribal cultures, -the
ordinary is again being used in
extraordinary ways by artists
and craftsmen.”

SHELL OR BEAT IT of Piymouth
Is owned and operated by the
mother/daughter team of Helen
Ferguson and Dana Wasson. They do
a Iot of custom designing, using
“strictly natural stoncs,” Wasson
sald.

“We speciallze ln weddlngs.”

She and her mother do a lot with
cultured and freshwater peatls, In
addition to running a mail-order scr-
vice, Wasson said.

“Everybody’s Into the natural
atones.”

Many people bring in a family
heirloom and ask to have a necklace
designed using the old piece, she
2ald. Shell or Bead It customers are
interested in natural stones from
black onyx, Austrian crystal, rose
quariz, tiger's cyc and lapls to pearls
of all kinds.

THE ROYAL catfish s the logo at
gn‘:dn Beadn Inc. In north Royal

ak.

It 1s a mythologlcal symbo) whose
movements are supposed to control
earthquakes and thus pearl prices.
High rcadings on the Richter scale
Play bavoe with oyster beds.

Castlcberry and Beth Wilusz
carry an array of cultured pearls
from Japan and [reshwater pearls
from China in thelr store as part of o
complete assortment of cvery type
of bead Imaginable.

They stock ~cornallne d'Aleppo
made of red Venctian glass with a
white core. Supposedly, $24 worth of
thls particular bead bought Peter
Minult the bargaln of a lifetime —
Manhattan Island.

Venctians were glass makers as
well as aggressive traders and thelr
beads are found worldwlde.

Sllver carringa produced by a cot-
tage industry on Bali are a new item

at Beada Beada. Each pair bs specinl
and many are set with garnets and
amcthysts,

BOTH Castleberry and Witusz
have strong feellngs about the cor-
rect method to string beads.

“It 1s a rcal mathematical chal-
lenge. We fecl it takes at least two
years (o train our personnel and five
years untll they are really quali-
fied,” Wllusz aaid,

The hole size varies with dliferent

' e

Helen Ferguson, owner of Shell or Bead It of
Plymouth, models an American pesarl pendant

and ring. American cultured pearls are just

beads. Because the proper welght
string or cord should {ill up the hole,
beads that differ in hole diameters
can't be used successfully together.
The necklace slmply won't hang
right.

For example, lapls with very
large holes cannot be strung with
small-holed pearls. Flat surface
beads don't work when placed side
by side. They need a round bead be-
tween them to act as a ball jolnt,

CASTLEBERRY AND WILUSZ,
a3 well as members nl u:elr staff,
waork with

off its treasures. The result is dra-
matic, and the seductive sparkle and
soft gllmmer of the crystals, pearls
and chalcedony draw one inte the
fascisating world of beadery.

"Ope facet of our business Is
catering to brides by helplng them

BILL DRESSLER/3tatt pholographe.

starting to give those ftrom other coun!rlel
some serious competition,

smaller than that of other stores, if
has a good selectlon of seml-preclous
stones, sterling silver, gold-fllied,
bone and lead crystal. It uhourrls
cabachons. P

Thomas is the only store that of-
{ers classes. Besldes regular sessiots
in it conducts one gt

deslgn jewelry for and
thelr weddlng party,” Green sald,
“We also carry a large Inventory of
decoratlve beads for application on
weddIng dresses and other clothing."

MANY WOMEN come in with
ftems from thelr wardrobe so they

basis In the selccllon nnd duimﬁnx
of thelr beads, They publish two
monthly flyers, a smaller one for
their retall customers and a larger
one for thelr thriving mall-order
buslness.

“Qur Inventory turns over about
every six wecks,” Casticberry sald.

To get on thelr mailing Lst, stop in
thelr store at 4262 North Woodward
Just north of 13% Mile and fill out a
form.

. . Beads are being made of
materials and techniques that
are in themsclves cxpressing new
artistic and technological dimen-
sions.”

A VISIT to a bead atore in San
Francisco and the encouragement of
8 young daughter inspired Arlenc
Green to open the Blrmingham Bead
Store 18 yeara ago,

The oldest bead atore in the metro
area, it is on the ground floer of the
Great Ameriecan Bullding, 280 North
Woodward in downtown Blrming-
ham, next door to Crowley’s.

Because this shop 1s Inslde an off-
ice bullding with no windows, It de-
pends on creative lighting to lhlsw

can create pleces from
the shop's diversitled collection,
Green sald. Flshermen even buy
beads for thelir Jures.

‘The stare offers sterllng silver an-
tique reproductions and bone beads
that have replaced forbidden fvory.

Green and her daughter, Benita, 2
Innovative designer in her own right,
work clesely with thelr customers.
They offer a concise pamphlet calied
the Primer, which they wrote and 11-
lustrated, explaining some of the ba-
sics of stringing beads.

“Beads possess the desirable
characteristics of every collecti-
ble: They are durable, portable,
available in an infinite varicty
and often valuable .

THE NEW KID on the block in
bead stores is The Thomas Company,
on tho lower level of 742 North
Woodward In Birmlogham, two
doors from The Claymore Shops.

The 18-.yearold company Is a
large supplier of tools and equip-
ment for metalamithing and jewelry
making and handles both mall order
and walk-In.

It- began carrylng beads three
years “hgo. While fts slock may be

two classes In bead stringing. Pam
Eisen, one of the owners, also teach-
s pe.:rl knotting and a braid class gt
the Birmlngham Community Centex;

“It is very gratifylng to watch
someone with a handlcap or arthrity
succeed In making jeweiry. They be
gin by thinking they can't do [t apd
are clated when they can,” Elseh
said. R
. The metalsmithing classes mco(
for cight wecks at three-hour sef-
sjons and are offered day or evenlng.
The business repairs jewelry, mclud-
ing soldering.

PUBLICATIONS AnE lvalllﬁh
1o learn more about the world ol
beads lncluding: “'Ornament,” - &
quarterly magazine published Sy
Robert K. Liu; “The History ™
Beads,” by Lols Sherr Dubln, Harry
N. Abrams Inc. 1987, a large, coffeg
table book filled with extraordinary
photographs of beads and jewelry
through the ages; “The Book of
Beads,” by Janct Coles and Robert
Budwlg, with many pictures and
pages of design ideas and lnﬂ.ru:uon
methods.

The second annual bead conlch
ence Is in Washington, D.C., this {adl

There is definitely a tactlle allare
to beads as well as an appeal to ail
the senscs, They represent history
and different cunum and cvoko.p
strong desire (0 learn more abaut
thelr origins. They really are, as Lia
said, “minlature bundles of secrety
walting to be revealed.” i



