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Youngsters can keep on sleddmg

By Casey Hans
staff writer

Steddlng will be allowed this win-
ter on Shiawassee Hill — with some
modlfications — after residents and
some local officlals said Tuesday
they wanted to retain a slice of
small-town Farmington.

“Please don't take this hill away,”
pleaded restdent Debble Comnwell,
echolng the sentiments of about ]
others attending a joint meeting of
thc Farmington Clly Counell and

Board of

say 'Leave It to Beaver,' but that's
what Farmington's all about.”

Most residents called for better
supervision on the hill. Only one
woman spoke against the hill, com-
plaining of noise when people use the
hill late at night and saying she is
“afrald somebody is golng lo be
Kkilled."

ALTHOUGH THEY agreed to a
number of safety to

‘People think it's corny when | say
“Leave it to Beaver,”’ but that’s what
Farmington’s all about.’

— Debbie Cornwell

rink at the base of the hill at

the hill, owned by Farmington Pub-
lie School: school and clty offlclals

"Farmlngwn is unique — please
try 1o keep it that way,
"People think it’s corny when 1

> Moving
ahead

Renovation of
Oak Hill center
| set to begin

By Cassy Hane
staff writer

A $3 mlilten renovation and build-
ing addition project will begin at
Oak Hill Care Center thls month, as
the operators of the Farmlington fa-
cillty prepare to become the new
awners.

“It's been a long tUme coming . . .
for these changes at Oak HIW,” sald
Paul Wright, adminlstrator of the
153-patient skilled nursing care fa-
cility at Grand River and Gill since
Ma,

Y-

Ground was broken Menday for
the improvement project, which will
Include & 10,800-square-foot expan-
slon of the butlding's northwest wing,
the refurbishing of patlent rooms
and hallways, the expanslon of laun-
dry and kltchen arcas, and improved

and intercom

and
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ihiose ‘we:do’ bisiness with thal
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Lelm,” said who add-

Fuernsteln,
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e business.

\'We 've lost a mplanlcuxtnm-

ers,” he sald, felt it was
innppmpruu. mzm &re nar-
estimatis
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lDlNG TKROUGB Lhc
nial Car’ Wash o
Nlne Mile Road lu!
woekend , was -2 real
mry cx-pu-lenu: for a good

1‘he car’ 'wuh wn decorated
ror Halloween with ghosts, gob-
lins and a coffin that opened and
‘closed. Hall the proceeds collect.
“ed aver the weskend went Lo the
American Cancer Soclety, ~
Same 1,228 cars were washed
the period, and about
8!,500 was r-.Lsed for.the Ameri-
can Soclety, sald Holly
Qwen, who owns the wuh
‘with her husband Mark. il
-2:A TV, news. crew showed. up
Snlurdly and the car wash was on
the. 8 ews. “This made It

pam. n
Iun !nr us,” Holly me sald.

vlews at a Farmington Demo-~
‘eratle Club town moeung from
7:30-9 p.m. Thursday, Nav. 3, at
the Botsford .Inn, 28000 Grand
H.lm.

' ‘The pal licuiqvlledtou!m

“ Ttems for Farmington Focus
‘snay be mailed to the Farm-
~.ington Observer, 21858 Farm-
“-ington - Road, Farminalon
48336, or dropped off at the
,'mnpaperajﬂcc. .

Another part of the project is the
demolitton of the unused Oak Hill
annex next to the Quaker Cemetery,
The lot, which Is zoned for reslden-
tal use, will subsequently be sold
and the 16 nursing care beds that
were once there will be moved to the
maln factlity.

The project ls expected to begln in
mid-November and will take be-
tween nine and 12 months,

ALSO UNDER WAY Is the pur-
chase of Oak Hllt by the Massachu-
setts-bascd Greenery Rehabilitatlon

remaln about labtlity is-
sues and warned the sltuation re-
mains tipe for a large lawsuit. Offt-
clals from both panels agreed the ice

The atmosphere was festive

an 104
would have (0 be moved to a differ-
ent location because of safety con-

cerns. . .

“I feel the liabillty quesilon is a
real lssue,” said Farmington Clty
Manager Robert Deadman. “Multi-

y during gr

cerermnonies for a $3 million’ oxpanolnn Bnd rennvalion at Onk

Hill Care Center in Far

cer

resident Hazel Crain, a member of the Oak Hull Residents Coun-

Group, which has had a subsidlary
operating the facility since Febru-
ary, when the company was hired by
a court-appointed real estate trust.
An ‘“agreement to acquire” was
signed in October, and closing on

Hills chief: Traffic

By Casey Hans
staff weltor

sldcd news story she printed.

Il's Just not accu-

sale of the buslness wlll oceur before
the end of the year, sald spokeswom-
an Karen Galvin.

Farmington clty manager Robert
Deadman spoke highly of former
owner Dr, Edwin Blumberg and the

millllon dollar judgments are not un-
w.ual - when they hit a small com-
munity, we're talking about a real
ditemma.”

Deadman sald, however, the clty
would “do whatever we can to as-
sist” the district In its declsion to
keep the hiil open.

School board President: Susan
Rennels listed several things the dis-
trict will attempt to do for the com-
ing winter scason:

® Discontlnue flooding an area at
the bottom of the hill which was used
as a skating rink.

® Physically modify the hill,
where posslble, to make it safe. This
Includes patchling boles and continu-
Ing te put fences and straw bales at
the bottom to prevent sledders from
sliding onto Farmington Road.

® Adjust traffic patterns on the
hiil to allow an area for sledders to
carvy their sleds back to the top.
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cil, and her dnughlar. Botty Criap of Detroit. State and city offi-
cials also attended the groundbreaking for the project, expect-
ed to be completed in the next year.

facility, which was state of the art
when it opened 24 years ago. It has
“served the communily well over
the years,” he said.

“This will provide a needed up-
grading. This is a plus —~ it will en-

sure ts exlstence.”

‘The Oak HIN facility bad fallen
Into disrepair over the past year, and
has been plagued by problems such

Ploase turn to Page 2

incident handled properly

and, according to his report, impounded the
car and gave her a ride to a Mobil gas station

across the top of It (the Orchard Lake freeway
bridge). The policeman said he didn't have to

Farmington Hills Police Chlef William Dwy-
cr Is strongly denying charges that onc of hls
officers left a woman motorist stranded on a
busy freeway interchange after Impounding
her car last month.

The Oct. 29 column by Detroit Free Press
writer Susan Watson that makes the allega-
tlons is not only inaccurate, he sald, but unfair-
1y sheds a bad light on the Farmington Hills
community.

“I'm very upset about thls, I'm very dis-
turbed,” Dwyer sald. “It's a distorted, one-

Thc {audio pollce) tape shows the officer
conveyed her to a place where she could make
a phone call. He did not leave her stranded.”

Watson could not be reached for comment,

Watson's column referred (0 a Sept, 20 incl-
dent In which Detrolt resident Reschell Deatse
Hall, 26, was preparing to enter the I-696 free-
way at Orchard Lake Road at 9:27 p.m. when
she was stopped for having a burned-out head-
light, an equipment vlolation.

After checking Hall's record, the officer
determined her driver’s license was suspended

what’s inside

at the intersection of 12 Mile and Orchard
Lake so she could make a phone call.

WATSON SAID in her column the officer
left Hall stranded at the entrance ramp to the
freeway on Orchard Lake Road and she ealled
it “every female driver's nlghtmare come
rue.”

Hall said Monday, that was, indeed, her ac-
count of the story.

“She {Watson) wrote it according to my ver-
slon," she said. *I bad to turn around az4 walk

drop me off anywhere."

She sald she was not aware her license had
been suspended because of an unpald tleket
and that the officer did not Inform her of that.

Liz Boyd of the Secretary of State's olfice i
Lansing sald anyone who does not pay a dis-
trict court citation is flrst sent notification by
the local court, then s notified by her depart-
ment by letter i the fee Is not pald and the
cour{ sends through a license suspension. “Un-
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Broomfield refuses
debate

— this time

1 See related editorial, 18A

ELECTION

By Pat Murphy
stalf writar
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BPECIAL SECTION
IN TODAY'8 ISSUE

U.S. Rep. Willlam Broom(leld had
some good news and bad news for
hls Democratic challenger Walter O.
Briggs IV,

The good news is Broomfleld,
secking his 18th consecutive term In
office, says he will debate his Demo-
cratic challenger.

The bad news, at teast for Briggs,

Rep. Willlam Broomfield

Is that won't debate this
election — despite a standing offer
by the League of Women Voters (o

U.S. HOUSE

T T W
sponsor a televised jolnt appearance
at any time or place.

Although refusing (o debate
Briggs, Broom(leld sald a debate be-
tween him and the challenger might
be “a service lo voters”
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