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ELECTION ' o

ing over their shoulders. That's as it
should be for officeholders running for
re-clection,

No | b should go n a
general clection — and we’re glad that won't be
the case in three important races in the Farm-
ington area.

It’s only through the give and take of honest,
clean campaigning, candidate forums, debates
and so forth that voters can come to know the
candidates and their ideas, and thus make intelli-
gent choices on election day.

We're endorsing incumbents in alf three races.
We like the challengers and their ideas. We're
happy they ran and we hope to hear from them
again. But, in our view, the incumbents seem
more experienced and more knowledgeable
about the districts and their problems, -

Our endorsements: .

THEY'RE HEARING footsteps and look-

47TH DISTRICT COURT JUDGESHIP

ITH CERTAIN reservations, we.en-
dorse Judge Frederick L. Harrls in
his bid for a six-year term on the
bench of the 47th District Court in

Farmington,

Harris, who was picked by the governor to re-
place retiring Judge Michael Hand In the spring
of 1989, has attracted some vocal detractors
sinee his appolntment.

Jydge Harris was insensitive, crities claim, in
replacing two court employces with people of his
choosing.

But most of the problems people say they have
with Harris seem to be highly personal — not
professional. No one is saying that Fred Harris
isn't doing his job as a judge in the 47th District
Court,

We mentioned reservations,

We think that Harris should listen to what his
detractors are saying. He should then consider
his conduct in the courthouse, ils offices and
hallways to see if these personal eriticisms real-
1y do apply to him.

1f the answer is yes, he should try to stop doing
whatever It is that offends — immediately. A
judge always should work hard to make the pub-
lic feel comfortable with the judicial branch of
government.

With just a bit of image-polishing, we fee!
Judge Harris can do this.

ENDORSEMENTS
More of the same

Keep incumbents Dolan,
Faxon, Harris in office

STATE SENATE ~ 1STH DISTRICT

GAIN WE support the incumbent . . . again
with reservations,
It would be difficult to replace Sen.
Jnck Faxon were he to be voted out
Tuesday. The colorful Farmington Hills Demo-
crat has bullt a tremendous power base in his 26
years in public life,,

If the state sllps Into economic decline, the
residents of the 15th District will need that pow-
er. He knows his way around state government.
He can get things done for his district.

Faxon has a special interest tn education (he's
a former teacher and now owns a private school)
and he's open-minded enough to look at some
new ideas, such as schools of choice.

Faxon seems to stay in touch. He's in the dis-
trict a lot and seems to work well with local offi-
cials on various projects, The citizens usually
have his car.

The reservations? X

Well, it’s just a feeling that perhaps Sen. Faxon
has gotten a bit too comfortable with his power
base and his large group of supporters. So often
incumbents lose when they get {oo comfortable.

Faxon — who has been criticized as having too
much style and not enough substance — needs to
keep looking at the tough issues in his district
and plugging away at them.

STATE HOUSE — G69TH DISTRICT

y HERE SEEM to be many stmilarities be-
tween the Republican . incumbent and
her Democrat challenger. For example,

. they're both pro-choice on the abortion
issue and they both see the need for right-to-dic
legislation,

But experience in local government along with
with elass and grit make Jan Dolan our choice
for re-election in the 69th District.

Dolan, with service both in the State House and
before that on the Farmington Hills City Council,
has shown herself to be a caring, decent woman.,

As we've sald before in endorsing her, Jan Do-
lan doesn’t buckle lo demands of the moment.
She has no hidden agenda (although she did once
attempt to hide her true age!) and she Is tough
enough to fend off the lobbyists.

‘The people of the 69th District are fortunate to
have a woman like Jan Dolan to represent them.

Broomfield again
Retain powerful congressman

Broomfield is a hard working,

OTERS IN the 1dth Congressional Dis-

trict have a tough decision to make
when casting ballots for their ing

ton representative. But when weighing

all factors it would be best if they vote for Re-
h i bent William Br

Broomfield is a hard working,

dodi d

d repr e, a
Washington insider who has
chalked up 34 years in office.

0 Tep-
resentative, a Washington insider who has
chalked up 34 years in office.
Broomflield visibly enjoys what he does. He has
t and busi

been p 0

leaders. He promptly answers mail and tele-
phone requests. And, he wields power as the
ranklng minerity member of the strategic House
Foreign Affairs Committee.

He also Is one of the few members of Congress
who Is fiscally responsible — a hard boast to
make in today's Washington scene,

And we are particularly pleased that he has
become more independent of the exeecutive
branch of government over the past two years,

BUT DEMOCRAT OPPONENT Walter Briggs
IV, a fresh, young, progressive voice, Is a force to
watch in the future.

The 33-year-old accountant has some ideas
that Broomfield would be wise to adopt — par-
ticularly on the issues of women's choice, child
care legislatlon and accessibility to the public.

And, should Briggs lose, he has no plans to
close his campaign office as he gears up for the
1892 election,

As we have told Broomficld In clections past,
his voling record doesn’t refiect what we think a
majority of his Oakland County constituents be-
lteve.

Our area has changed over the years Broom-
field has held office. We are more ethnically di-
verse; we have more families where both parents
work or just a single parent heads the family;
and we continue te count on government to aliow

women to make their own deciston on whether or
not to have a chiid.

Broomfield is against cutting the defense
budgel. He voted no every step of the way as
Congress sought to resolve the budget crisis be-

- cause he felt spending shoutd have been frozen

without raising taxes. He voted against raising
the minimum wage and against the child care
bill to help parents of limited means obtain day
care for their children,

He voted in favor of protecting the flag by a
Constitutional amendment and against the fami-
ly leave and the most recent civil rights bill,

He has consistently voled against federal
funding of abortions, except in cases where the
mother's life is endangered or rape or incest. But
he emphasizes that the pro-life forces do not en-
dorse him. .

AND WHILE MANY in his district agree with
Broomficld on these issues, he should be more
open lo listening to alternative ideas from his
constituents.

We call on Broomfield Lo do more than respond
(o the usual invitations from the network of ser-
vice clubs and business chambers. Holding his
own lown meetings or opening hlmself up to a
League of Women Volers-sponsored debate next
time around will both give him a chance to woo a
new set of voters and to hear their concerns.

Broomlficld still has the energy and desire to
represent the 18th Congressional District, With
Briggs and redistricting waiting in the wings,
we'll be watching to see how thls venerable con-
gressman performs.
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Media must do more
to raise voter turnout

NEXT TUESDAY is election day.

In a day or two we will be Inundat.
ed with well-Intentloned urgings to
get out and vote, together with ob-
servatlons about democratle clec-
tiens belng the basiks of our demo-
cratle freedoms. Al true, of course.

At the same time, odds are that
voter turnout wil be very low. This
Is nothing new; voter turnaut falls
every clectlon, At the same time,
there Is something very troubling
about clectlng governors, state rep-
resentatives and judges when léss
than half of those eligible actually
vate.

There's a contradiction here: the
value we profess for voting versus
the reality of low voter turnout.

THERE IS NO better Hlustration
of thls contradiction than the results
of a pall of attltudes toward judicial
electlons as reported in last week’s
issue of Inside Michlgan Politles, a
useful and informative newsletter
published by Bill Ballenger.

‘The {lrst question asked 800 voters
how much they felt they knew abaut
candidates for judge and what the
candidates stood for. Orly 3 percent
felt they knew o great deal, and an-
other 19 percent thought they knew a
falr amount. More than half (57 per-
cent) Baid they knew “very little,”
and one voter of every five (21 per-
cent) admitted knowing “nothing at
all" about candldates for the bench.

These findlngs certalnly confirm
the widespread susplelon of vast ig-
norance of the various candldates
for Michigan judicial offices locally
{circuit, district and probate judges)
and statewide (Court of Appeals and
Supreme Court).

he second questlon  asked
whether, given the fact that most
knew very little about fudlctal candi-
dates, It would be better to appolnt
judges. The answer: a resounding

There is something
very troubling about
electing governors,
state representatives
and judges when less
than half of those
eligible actually vote,

“No.” Sixty-four percent favored
election, 30 percent preferred ap-
pointment, and 4 pereent preferred
some comblnation of appointment
and clectlon,

THIS IS A strange and contradic-
tory result. What can explatn 1t?

Simple. Even though voters real-
ize they know Httle about who Is run-
ning, they don‘t want to turn over the
power to sclect judges to the politi-
cal establishment, be It the gover-
nor, the Legislature, the courts or
the State Bar Assoclatlon,

Look at the detail. Excepting peo-
ple who vote straight Republican
{and who can be expected to view
appolntment by Democratic Gov.
Blanchard a3 a bad ldea), the groups

Philip
Power

and leglslatures and courts may be
tolerable [n the abstract, but people
secm to be saying they don't want
them messing with thelr right to di-
rect electlon.

In reportlng wldespread Igno-
rance, the data also portray a pro-
found failure of the news media to
do their jobs (n covering the non-
glamorous but profoundly important
political contests for offices llke
Jjudge.

It’s easy and fun to report on the
sexy races like governor and sena-
tor, But how much coverage did you
see on TV, hear on the radio or read:
in the big daily papers about fudlcial
races and qualifications of the candl-
dates? Not much, I'm even dissatls.
fied with the local coverage this °
newspaper has provided,

It's hard to say it, but I think It's
true. In practice, we iIn the news me-
dla have ou:

most strongly favoring
clection In Ignorance were those at
the fringes-of our polltical system.
They Included lower-lncome blue
collar workers, those not married
but with children, and those whose
family Income was less than $10,000.

BUT I THINK there is something
ore.

For ane thing, 1 sense a profound
distrust of the way the political es.
tablishment works. A big majority of
people admit they know almost noth.
Ing about judicial candidates. But
they don't want anybody else’s hand
on the clection process, Gavernors

T pr
responsibllity te report on the dally
grind of palitics at all levels to the

y-to-prepare but next-to-usel
voters guides and summary wrap-up
stories.

So the next time you run into a
self-satlsfied editor or reporter
blaming the politicians for the mess
we're in, fust ask them how much
coverage they devoted to the race
for local district judge.

Phil Power is chairman of the
company that owns this newspa-
per. His gward-winning column
will appear periodicaliy.
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from our readers

Moffitt calls
editorial a
disservice

Ta the editor:

Your bricf and unexplained edito-
ria) suggestion {Oct, 29) that the In-
cumbent 15th Distrlet County Com-
missloner has been “less than effec-
tive™ and endorsing the third-time

Democratle challenger for the posi- *

tlon dees your readers a profound
disservice.
“Effectlve” is 1 deflned

based, a consistent record of specific
contributions to the board would
have been available for substantive
cxamination by your readers,

As recently as August, the board
of commissioners adopted my reso-
lution to develop a policy for candi-
date screening, selection erlterta and
term of appointment for deputy
medical examiners.

Earller this year, the board adopt-
ed my resolutlon calling upon MDOT
to creet the promised nolse barriers
along recently completed 1-696 in
certaln residential areas in the city
of Farmington Hills.

As a practlclng atterney, many of
my contrlbutions to the board's ef-
fectiveness stem from legal analysis

f and law en-

as "having an effect” or “producing
a desired result.”

In county government, effectlve-
ness Is measured not by Indlvidual

a
forcement issues,

Less than a year ago the board
unanlmously adopted 13 separate

partlcular-
ly In a leglslative body dominated by
one political party, but In one’s con-
tributions to the collective delibera-
Uons of the body as a whole.
[fad Inquiry only been made dur-
ing the brlef interview upon which
the cdltorial endorscment was

Dick Isham general manager

Steve Barnaby managing editor
Judith Doner Berne assstant managing editor.

1 proposed on the board
floor to the critical contract between
Oakland County and Auburn Hills for
the siting of a waste-to-encrgy facill-
ty and materlal recovery facility.
The adopted provisions had been
overlooked by the county's outslde-
speclalist solid waste counsel.
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. Suburbian Communications Corp
Philip Power,-charman ol Ihe board
Richard Aginian president

Mark Lewis dicector of advertising
Fred Wright dicector of crrculation

More letters —
See Page 19A

Your cditorlal responds “Enough
of that™ to my suggestlon that, to the
average citizen, counly government
is an “opaque, slow moving river.”
Your editortal nowhere mentlons my
Individual efforts to make county
government less “opaque” to its cltl-.
zens, dncluding privately . printing
and distributing four times a year
10,000 county government
newsletters, and authorshlp of col-
umns in a competing area newspa-
per and in politleal perlodicals.

Reasonable minds can plalnly dif-
fer on subjoctive candidate cvalua.
tions, The Civic Scarchlight rated
my candldacy “Preferred and Wel)
Qualificd,” its highest rating.

Thank you for the opportunlty to
present these unwrltten, Important
aspects of the race.

David Moftitt
County Commissioner
15th District




