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Michigan’s ‘No fault” under scrutiny, again

8y Janice Brunson

Dean Bablak was doubly unlucky
thdt’December evening in 1980 when
he was beaten and left partially con-
sclous in the parking lot of a Water-
fotdbowling alley,

Hablak, 36 2t the Ume and unem-
ploykd, was left severely brain in-
Jurkd. Worse, aslde from minlmal
speech therapy, he has recelved none
of {he extensive and essential reha-
bilitation necessary for recovery be-
cduse neither he ‘nor his retired
mg?hcr are able to afford the enor-
mf

costs.
fore (hc beatlng, my son had

an IQ of 135, In his Iast IQ test, he  cally provide unlimited medical and
servi

surely opt for lower rates. In the

measured barderline mentally hand-
Icapped,” sald Bablak's mother, Glnl
Neuvllle who, since 1984, has been
actlve In the Wayne-Oakland Chap-
ter of the Michigan Head Injury Alll-
ance,

The Irony Is that i Babiak had
been injured in an auto accident,
chances are he would be a signlff-
cantly changed man today, certalnly
more productive, better able to care
for himself and perhaps even able to
work.

Had he been an insured motorist
under Michigan's No-Fault Law, cat-
astrophic coverage would automatl-

insured in Michigan are covered.
Consldered model legislation and
hailed as the most progressive in the
nation, no-fault is under attack by a
- pair of Republican elccted officlals
who are proposing massive reform
of the system, including reduced
rates by offcring catastrophic cover-
age as an option.

OPTIONAL OOVERAGE spells
disaster, say opponents of the re-
form, because young drlvers, those
most prone to accidents and whose
Insurance rates are highest, would
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event of a g accldent, there
would be no benefits for ongolng
care or therapy.

“The only thing worse than head
Injury Is compounding the tragedy
by having no mency avaltable for ro-
habllitation,” sald Blrmingham at-
torncy Wayne Miller, who speclal-
lzes in representing head Enjury vie.:
tims, Miller Is also vice-presldent of
the Head Injury Alliance in Wayne
and Oakland countles.

“Long-term services, partleularly
cusiedlal care and actlvity program-
ming is absolutely essentlal, for both
the head-infured and the sanlty of
heir famllles,” he added.

A Southlield father, a West Bloom-
field wife and 2 Livonia buslness-
woman arc painfully aware of the

often have to turn away Injury vie-
tims. There is nothing to be done,
simply because their accident does
not entitle them to no-fault bene-
fits,” Miller sald.

In addition to unlimlited medical
and tchab benefits, Mlichlgan's no-
fault also provides three years'
worth of wage-loss benefits to those

® “This means that Mh:hlgm/ M
rﬂumlng among the highest !
* centage of premium dollars back ta-:
Injumd victims of any state’ infthe
nation.” ; .

IN CONCLUSION, the re
“We need to examine whether,
dnwry unlimited benefils, !
without op

with * serious |
ment or serious iImpairment of body
functlon™ as the result of an auto ac-
cident.

Last December, state Sen. Dick
Posthumus and state Rep. Paul

mdncc thelr premlum costs, gre jus-
tifiable and appropriate whe, ln.mz\-
ance cosis arc ever increasipg.” Re- .
ducing personal injury prof on to |
$250,000 could, the report ugcghuu,
“ uch as

Wartner

no-fault reform legistation almed at

“disproportlonately high” premlums

for colllslon and comprehensive cov-

erage. Earlier thls year, Posthumus,

chairman of the Senate Commerce &
1 ) .

need. The flrst two are emb:

bitter financlal sults, the father for a
son serlously njurcd in a parachute
Jump four years ago and the wife
wha has been unable to work since
sustalnlng an accidental blow to the
head at work a year ago. In the In-
terim, both are paylng for care.

The buslnesswoman, Involved in
an out-of-state auto accident, was re-
cently forced to discontlnue counsel-
ing after losing a court sult for fl-
nanclal assistance In a nelghboring
state that does not offer no-fault
coverage. She can no longer afford
services.

Matarcycle, snowmobile and blcy-
cle accidents are also not covered
under Michlgan's no-fault,
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Millions of jars of the exciting
wrinkle cream developed by
Pharmacist Rabert Heldfond have
been sold across the ¢country  to
women of all ages who are
reponting wonderful results,

EBS Weinkle Crewn is not only
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of aging skin .., but is alvo perfect
for he younger wanun warricd
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T
public hearings, summarizing find-
Ings In a report last April.

“Michigan's no-fault auto insur-
ance system s probably the best in
America,” the report beglns, Other
polnts contalned In It and underlined
by Posthumus are:

@ “Desplte having the most gen-
crous no-fault benefits in the nation,
Michigan has centinuously experi-
enced low average premiums.

® “Michlgan's auto Insurers are
experlencing among the lowest prof-
Its in the natlon. .

® “Loss ratios for auto fnsurance
(the percent of premium dollars
going back in the form of claims
payments} have been conslstently
and slgniflcantly higher In Michigan
than in the rest of the natlon.

save the

$48.12 annually.” .,
The proposal, Miller:

pages of a virtual wish

insurance industry. Not & single re-

form Is favored by consumer

groups.” And, he nddad/n i3 unlikely

id, 1s “60
for the

the pmporu'd changes’ will signifi. «
cantly lower insurance premiums,
The lssue was dI In a re-

cent Issue of the Mi¢higan Head In-
jury Alllance. “We believe the estl-
mated cost uvlnle reducing ben-
eflts' cannot justify the potential loss
of necessary megdical, therapeutic *
and cognitlve services that are re.’
qulred to complefe the rehabllitation
process,” the article sald.

Meanwhlle, Bablak, a victim of vi-
olent erime a decndc 80, Now re-
sides in a full-fare facllily, pald for
by Medicaid and Social Security Dls-
abllity. His condition contlnues to de-
cline. He still receives no rehabllita-
tlon therapy, according to his
mother.
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