S’craft soccer teams

By C.J. Risak
statf writor

+ The approaches taken by Schoolcraft Col-
fege's soccer coaches as the two teams —
for the first time In schoot history — both
head to thelr respective National Junior Col-
lee Athlctlc Association Tournament are
qulite dlfferent.

" Women's coach Nick O'Shea had a two-
‘page scouting report on his flrst-round oppo-
nent, Anne Arundel CC (from Arnold, Md.),
by Monday. He had talked with several
coaches famitlar with his foe and had al.
‘ready prepared a game plan.

. Men's coach Van Dimitriou had no such
dnformation at his dlsposal as his team pre-
pared for the §2-hour bus trip to Trenton,
N.J., Tuesday. Dimitriou fIgured it wouldn't
.take long lo figure out which players on hls
Jirst-round opponeat — Passalc County CC
{Paterson, N.J.) — would need spectal atten-
.tion once the game started.

! “We plan on shutting them out,” said Dim-
‘dtriou of hls strategy. “We got three {shut-
routs) jn a row golng, and we've got the same
‘people playing. No reason to expect it to
change.”

But after all, this Is the first trip to the
NJCAA Tournament SC'a men’s leam has
made ln a decade. Indeed, O'Shea — the
women's coach — played for the last SC
men’s team to make it this far, In 1980.

And Dimltriou's approach might work.
His plan seems simple: Make the opponent
play SC's game. Force the play, make them
adjust.

“Assuming we have the same lineup, 1
think we'll be right In there,” sajd Dimitrlou
of bls tcam’s chances. The Ocelots, 12-1-1
agalnst NJCAA competition, enter the cight-
team tournament ranked cighth in the na-
tion. Passale (16-2) is fourth,

Should SC beat Passajc — their match is
at 1 p.m. today — [t would advance to the
NJICAA semifinals Friday. Another win, ang
the Ocelots would be ptaying for the natlon-
al champlonship Sunday.

For 5C to get that far, it will have to at
least match its level of performance at the
Inter-regional Tournament. The Ocelots
blanked both the College of DuPage (1-0)
and Lewis and Clark CC (4-0). Their play
against Lewls and Clark, in particular, was
outstanding.

taln. Khaled Zeldan, who scored three goals
agalnst Lewis and Clark, together with Jeff
Vandemergel and Chris Crawford will have
to apply pressure offensively. Dave Dinglle
and Jelf Saylor wlll have o provide steady
defense, and keeper Scolt Hauman will
again have to be unbeatable.

THE WEARISOME three-games-in-four-
days schedule Js nothing new 1o O'Shea. Be-
sldes his own playing experience in the tour-
nament, he coached SC's women's team to
the NJCAA title In 1987, His current squad
hasn't the abundance of talent and, with Just
11 team members, there is no depth,

But don't count the Lady Ocelots out.

Annc Arundel has been beaten soundly by
teams SC tied. Which would seem to put the
Lady Ocelots in the favorite’s positien, at
least for their opener. O'Shea is taking noth-
ing for granted, however.

I know they have two decent forwards, a
good sweeper and a good stopper,” he said in
analyzing Anne Arundel. "Their midflelders
are real average. They don't play a lot of
possession. They look to attack quickly.”

His own team, ranked fourth in the
NJICAA with a 7-3-4 overall record {Anne

Thursdoy, Novembor 15, 1990 O&E

(La.FY50

changes to deal with. Cindy Bowman, the
Lady Occlots’ high-scoring striker, will be In
goal throughout the tournament. That leaves
the scoring burden with Nikki Johnson, Sara
Hayes and Bonnie Boyle.

O'SHEA EXPECTS the game, which is
also at 1 p.m. today, to be declded in the
midfield, patrolied by Boyle, Donna O'Brien,
Lindy Tatale and Jeanifer Whitfield.

1. my midfield can dominate theirs, we'lt
win,” predicted O'Shea. ""We have to contaln
their {wo forwards and put enough pressure
on them te keep their sweeper and stopper
back. If we can put cnough pressure on
them, they won't be able to attack.”

Should the Lady Ocelots survive their
{irst-round test, they'll play the winner of
the Brevard (N.C.) College-Florissant Valley
CC{St. Louis) match Friday.

That should be their biggest test In what
has shaped up as a less-than-powerful field;
Flo Valley is ranked No. 1 and has beaten
and ticd SC, while Brevard, ranked second
nationally, cdged the Lady Ocelots 3-2 in
overtime in Brevard,

“Even though we lost to Brevard, I

prep for nationals

O'Shea. “We'll play them the same way, but
we'll put Bev (DeJohn, SC's best marking de-
fender) on thelr No. 21 (striker Jennifer
McMaster).”

SHOULD FLO VALLEY beat Brevard,
O’Shea would muke other changes in his
lincup. "We'd have to make changes against
Flo Valley,” he said. The reason? “They
have an amazing center midfielder in Laura
Gocecke,” answered O'Shea. “She's nol fast,
but she’s real skilled with the ball.

“We'll have to mark her man-for-man.
And we'll bring Bev into the midfield o'
mark ber. Their team goes through’
{Goecke). If we can mark her well, we can
shut down a lot of them.”

Although Bowman has tooked good in her
short stints in goal, there's no doubt that
SC's  defenders Jennifer  Marshall.
sweeper Angie Stiglmaier, Dedohn and eci-
ther Whitfield or Tatale — will be tested. So
will the team’s durability and stamina.

If the Lady Ocelots do win their first iwe
matches, they'll get a day to rest up for the
final. And if they do-get that far, their pros-
pects for a sccond NICAA championship

SOUNDS A BIT too confldent, perhaps.

But the trall won't get casler, that's cer-

OU gets soccer wish:
‘rematch with Gannon

By C.J, Risak
stalt writer

e

The rematch s here, the one Oakland University’s soceer players have
been alming at for the tast month. But the importance of the game itself,
the championshlp of the Central Region with a berth [n the NCAA Divi-
sten II final four at stake, should keep the rematch from becoming a
grudge matceh.

When last these two teams met, OU suffered a 2-0 homefield loss to
Gannon University. As the game ended, a multi-player seuffle broke out;
red cards were given to players on each team. !

}- OU coach Gary Parsons de-cmphasized the hard feelings that might
*stilk linger from that game. “As far as I'm concerned, it’s a dead issue,”
he sald. "1 just think that's the best thing we can do with it — leave It lle
and concentrate on the game,”
Which wlll require enough of an effort on the Pioneers' part, conslder-
- Ing that in the first meeting they had a man advantage for most of the
- second half due to a red card Issued agalnst Gannon's Troy Bingham and
I stil) couldn't score. OU’s John Genthle also missed a penalty kick during
- the match.

“I DIDN'T think we handled that situation well," said Parsons of the

man-advantage in the first game, “We didn't do a lot with the bail [n that
. game. We played a little foollshly, especially when they had 10 men.”

Parsons knows he'll have (o change some things to be successfu) this
time. “We're going to have to give them parts of the fleld,” he conceded,
“I know we can't (dominate In the midtleld), so we'll have to adjust to
what they do. We'll have to keep things tight defenslvely.”

The Pioncers® effort through much of the first meeting was strong.
Where they faltered was on set plays, and that has bothered Parsons.
“With Gannon, over the last three-four years, we've been killed on set
plays,” he said. "1 think that’s been the key to thelr wins — we haven't
executed defensively agalnst thelr set plays.

“We know what they're going to do, we're just not getting it done

y. Either they're out us or they're Just beating us on
the play. That has got to stop.”

OU’S TEAM Is young, with fust three seniors and two juniors, so incon-
sistency can be anticipated. What hasn't been lacking — Indeed, the
Pioncers’ most consistent element ~ is effort. B

“The good thing Is, they don't stop working,” sald Parsons. I know
we'l) get the effort. I just don’t want us (o be spinning our wheels in mud.

“Effort has been a consistent part of our team ali year. Whcther or not
that translates into a good game is the questlon.”

The leadersblp has come from all classes, including a surprisingly
strong freshmen group that includes keeper Mike Sheehy (from Farm-
ington HS), midfielder Gentile (Livonla Churchill), forwards Mike Thorn-
ton and Lee Davison, and redshirt freshman defender Jim Harrison, Al
either start or got conslderable playing time.

OU's concentrated effort in neutrallzing Gannon forwards Bingham
and Michel Hi and mid: Michiel El). , John Tres.
chel and. Marco Koolman will spell the difference. and could help the
Ploneers — currently 17-2-2 overall — extend thelr season for at least
one more game,

By C.J. Rluak
stat wrltor

Logic had long since been discard-
ed — tossed to the wind. I you'll
pardon a pun on the dreadful playing
condittons (30 mph winds, snow and
near-freezing temperatures) — by
the time the shoatout started.

Oakland University and Northeast
Missour} State had survived 90 min-
utes of regulation and 30 minutes of
overtime, and were stlll locked in a
1-1 tle in their first-round NCAA Di-
vision If soccer tournament battle
Sunday at QU. Which necessitated
the penalty-kick shootout.

An abhorrence, these shootout
things are; they share little in com-
mon with the game. Five players
from each team take turns rocketing
penalty kicks at the opposing keep-
ers. The team with the most goals
after the round of live is declared
the winner and advances to the fina)
eight of the NCAA 11 tournament.

I normally never want ta see it
g0 to penalty kicks,” said OU coach
Gary Parsons. “But to be honest, 1
thought if it went to penalty kicks
we'd win”

WIY? BECAUSE — in keeping
with the departure from loglc that
was the norm for the day — OU had
a freshman goalkeeper, Again, most
coaches would -turn white at the
prospect of the team’s fate riding
with a freshman in the net.

But Mike Sheehy s no ordinary
freshman.

He proved it by making a diving
stop on the Bulldogs’ second kicker,
Jason Hicks. Shechy got Just enough
of the ball to deflect It off the right
post. OU's first four shooters — John
Gentlle (from Livonia Churchill),
Lee Davison, Paul Phillips and Mike
Thornton — all converted,

Alter NEMS' third shooter, Kevin
Hooper, sent his try over the
crossbar, Thornlon’s kick made it 4-1
and clinched the win for the
Pioncers. They will now host the
Central Region final against Gannon
University at 1 p.m. Sunday,

“I felt conlident,”” was how
Shechy, a Farmington HS grad, felt
going into the shootout. “Every day

Arundel was ranked cighth), will have some
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OU sports

before practice a few of the guys and
1 go down carly and work on penalty
kicks."

‘The "Dogs first kicker, Dave Rob-
crts, planted his penalty shot neatly
into the upper right corner, well out
of Shechy’s reach. But against Hicks,
Shechy said. “I Just watched the way
he approached the ball, and ! kind of
assumed (which way he'd go)."

HIS ASSUMPTION was correct,
And it also proved to Parsons that
sometimes feelings are more im-
portant than logic. Like his lineup
for the shootout — one might figure
cxperience would be a determinlng
factor. Not so; Gentile, Davison and
Thornion are all freshmen. Only
PhiRlips is a senjor.

“I didn't even think about that,”
sald Parsons when asked about his
freshmen shooters. “But we don't
have a lot of experience on this
team.”

They had cnough to get by, but
barely. Although OU owned the first
half, it failed to put the ball into the
net until just 16 seconds remained in
the hal{. Emmanucl Charles, who
periormed superbly the entire game,
crossed the ball into the box from
the corner and Phillips headed it
past Stefan Wall to make it 1-0.

EARLY IN the second haif, NEMS
altered its strategy and it made a
difference. Said Parsons: “in the see-
ond half, they went straight forward
mare, were more direct, and that
gave us a lot of problems. I thought
they were much more effective.”

OU’s  counterattacking  worked
better when NEMS stuck to its me-
thodical passing style, When the
“‘Dogs started pressuring more, their

D

we played them cvenly,” said
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Sheehy stars in goal for Pioneers

scoring chances increased. They fi-
nally pul one past Shechy at the 73-
minute mark on a free kick just out-
side OU's penalty arca, awarded af-
ter a foul against Jef Forshey.

Pat Rhode took the kick and nett-
ed it, tying the score at 1-1.

NEMS coach Dave Poggi dis-
missed his team’s slow start in the
match as a case of jitters. It's the
first time the team’'s been In the
(NCAA ID) tournament," he said. "I

‘I normally never want
to see it go to penaity
kicks. But to be
honest, | thought if it
went to penalty kicks
we'd win,'

— Gary Parsons

QU soccer coach

think it was a bit of stage fright,
maybe. Once they realized it was

Ju
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st another game, they started ptay- °
£ better.”
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