Cruce, Honigman win strategi

By Tim Richard
slat writer

Two Oakland County lawmakers
are emerging as major players in a
shaken-up state Senate leadership.

“It’s due to clean living,” quipped
Doug Cruce, the 43-year-o}d senator
from Troy. He was ¢leeted Nov. 6 to
his third term from the 16th District,
which {ncludes Birmingham,

Cruce will chair the committce
handling reapportfonment, the Com.-
merce Committee and the Republi-
can caucus,

The shakeup was caused when
eight of the Senate’s 20 Republicans
left — iIncluding John Engler to be
governor, Rudy Nichols to be an
Qakland Clreult judge and Richard
Fessler to practice law,
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Doug Cruce’s panel will handle the
expected shuffle of one of Detroit’s
five Senate seats to Oakland and/or

Macomb counties.

In another major develapment,
Senator-clect David Honigman, R-
West Bloomfield, landed two chalr-
manshlps — the reshaped Labor
Commlitee and Econamics and Ur-
ban Development Committee,
Honlgman's district includes Bloom.
{leld Township, Bloomfleld Hills and
West Bloomield,

CRUCE'S BIG job for the next two .

years will be chairing the Local Gov-
ernment and Reapportionment Com-
mittee. It will handle redistricting of
both chambers of. the Legistature
and Congress, Michigan Is expected
to lose two of Its 18 Congressional
scats,

“My Interest is to make sure we
have a balenced set of dlstricts,”
Cruce sald, dodging a question about
his own Interest in a congressional
seat. “In the last four presidential
electlons and the last gubernatorlal
clectlon, It's been demonstrated the
peaple lean Republican. It's solely a
matter of gerrymandering that
Democrats control the state House."”

His panel will handlc the expected
shutfle of one of Detroit’s five Sen-
ate seats to Qakland and/or Macomb
counties.

Cruce succeeded the retiring Har-
mon Crapsey of Decatur.

When Dick Posthumus moved up
to Senate majority leader, Cruce
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pleked up his key post of chatring the
Commerce Committee, which han.
dles insurance and banking issues.
Gov.clect Engler made a major is-
sue of capping llability awards as a
method of controlling health insur-
ance costs,

Finally, Cruce landed the invisible
but highly potent job of chalring the
GOP caucus, which meets behind
closed doors but calls the shots on
majorlty party tactles. Republicans
have 20-18 control of the Senate but
often can count on the support of
maverick Democrat Gt DiNelto for
an eficctlve 2117 edge. Cruce
succeeds the defeated Norm Shinkle
of Monroc County,

Cruce gave up bls slot on the Ap-
propriations Committee for his new
posts.

HONIGMAN, a 34-year-old law-
yer who served three terms in the
House, hds the rare chance to head
two mafor committees his flrst day
in the Senate.

Honlgman will head the reconsti-
tuted Labor Committee, formerly
called the Human Resources and
Senior Cittzens Committee.

He also will head the Economic
and Urban Development Commiltee,
a new panel combining the funetions
of other panels,
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¢ Senate posts

Sen. Doug Cruce

And he becomes vice chairman of
the Ex i Ce which

Senator-elect David Honigman

Senate has been the only Republican

handles policy matters but not ap-
propriations.

Honigman succeeded Fessler, who
left the Legislature after 16 years.

Senate Democrats have not an.
tounced their commlttee assign-
ments,

FOR THE PAST seven years, the

g in state g

Engler used It as his springboard
to the governorship. He left several
members grumbling at the way they
believed they had {o sacrifice their
iegislative interests for his partisan-
ship and ambitions.

Posthumus, the new majority
leader, was Engler's right arm but
has promised a different style of
Jeadership.
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