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Durant’s ad gave substance to'cam

THE LEGAL Industry raised ita
collective eycbrow and dropped its
Jaw in shock when Clark Durant

for the state Sup|

Court.

His TV ad began with a pistol fir-
Ing two shots, cut to a woman strug-
gling with a man, then showed hor
runnlng through the house, scream-
Ing for help. It ended with a closcup
of a knife in the alr,

Durant's radio ad featured the
voice of a wamap, apparently the
crime victim, saylng, “I don't trust
them. They aren’t for a victim.
They're for the criminal.”

“They" meant the Supreme Court.

Some of Durant's brothers and sis-
ters at the bar thought the ads too
graphle,

I'suspect that what shocked the te-

Teachers reject Blanch

Q: Jt's wel) knowa that teachers
and schoo) administrators are politl-
cally active eod vote. From what 1
understand Jim Blancbard was al-
waya supported by educators, espe-
clally the Michigan Education Asso-
clation. DId Blanchard lose the sop-
port of educators In this Jast
clection? And now that John Esgler
is n office, will a different relatlon-
1hlp exist between the governor's
office and the Michlgan Educatlon
Assoclation?

A: Yes, a dilferent relationship
wlll exlst between the governor's
office and the Michigan Educatlon
Association. The MEA had access to
Blanchard's offlce, but probably
won't with John Engler.

The MEA gave about $300,000 to
the Blanchard compalgn; zero to En-
gler. John Engler owes nothing to
the MEA.

gal industry most, however, was that
Durant’s campalgn had :nbsunc/(.

NEVER HAS has Michigan scea
an appellate court campaign that ac-
tually discussed cases,

‘There are canons of judiclal ethlcs
that say a candidate for the bench

% Tim
¥ A Richard

Isn't supposed to make or
discuss pending eases. Fine, We don't
want a furist to prejudge a case by
pandering toamob. i

But the result has been gencra-
tions of bland campalgns in which
Judges don their black: robes, stare
with expressionless eyes and
promise to uphold the law firmly but
fairly, without fear or favor, blah,
blah, blah.

And the poor voter, as pointed out
months ago, falls into a pattern of

voting for Irish names.

In the late campalgn, Justice Ml-
chael Cavanagh dldn't show his face
at public forums, to my knowledge,

BUT NOTHING prevents a candi-
date from discussing cases already
decided. The high court fustlces'
oplnlons are published and open for
review by the voters,

Durant did precisely that. A Re-

(Amerfcan of Teachers)
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But it's probably not pay back
time. The MEA has supported sever-
al Republican legislatures who have
made education a priority.

The Republican Senate is balanced
by the Democratic house, So Engler
will cventually be alfected by the
politics of education.

“Did Blanchard lose the vote of
educators in this clection?” With no
evidence to prave It, I believe he lost
many MEA voters who historically
voted for him and also many AFT

teachers who work in Detroit and
live in the suburbs,
?

Blanchard's “Robln Hood" (re-
capture) bill which' took mllllons
away from the morc solvent school
districts and put 't Into less solvent
districts lost him votes. :

Many solvent districts went after
more millage to malntain their pro-
grams.

Many MEA and AFT members
live In that

publican convention nominee, he
zeroed (o on incumbent Cavanagh, a
Democratic nomince. He let Cavan-
agh's running mate, Justlee Patricla
Boyle, off the skewer.

Durant did us a favor. He showed
there were real differences between
Cavanagh and himself,

In real life, Cavanagh and Justice
Dennis Archer constitute a two-man
extreme left wing on the Supreme
Court. Thelr declsions tend to be pro-
criminal defendant and pro-labor, as
T've pointed out in a number of cas-

es. They dress it up In eruditeicgal .
nicetles, but they're still pro-defend-.

ant and pro-labor.

In the case Durant discussed, he
even poinied out that candidate
Boyle voted the other way.

This is not to say the two leftists

are bad, They are different from the
other five, and you deserved to know
It.

‘Sad to say, Durant's campaign’

dido’t make a difference. The Irlsh
names won, philosophy be damned.

IN THE CASE Durant discussed,
the high court vacated a sentence of
100 to 200 ycars — the so-called
"basketball score™ sentence ~ in a
second-degree murder case. The jus-
tices sent the case back for resen-
tencing.

The bad guy then got 50 to 100
years. In an Interview, Durant said it
meant the defendant would be out in
25 .

His ads left the unfortunate im-
pression the guy got off completely.

paign

Not so. The bad guy is still In the
slammer.

Durant’s ad wasn't In the same
category of "negatlve political ads”
as outgoing Gov. James Blanchard’s,
‘The gavernor got personal, wrongly
bashing hls rival's attendance
record, raising questions about hls

tax returns, and giving the wrong _,.
impresslon about his rival's pesition -

on property taxes.

Durant stuck to a basic issue.

Let us hope Durant’s loss doesn't
mean an end to substantive court
campalgns. We voters should get a
thorough discuysion of basic lssues,
whether we want It or not.

Tim Richard writes regularly
on the local implications of state
and regional issues,

ard, give Engler boost

opted for a change In gavernor.

Some educators in needy districts
who benefited {rom getting money
from wealthy district’s see thls ges-
ture 23 tokenism. It didn't solve
longstanding proklems,

The educatior communlty, Includ-
Ing MEA memrbers who knew little

about Engler had enough of Blanc-
hard,

A very few teachers, former
Blanchard followers, talked much
about the election and some said
publicly they were not golng to vote
the party MEA line.

Does this send 2 message to the

MEA that teachers are as concerned
about the taxes they're paying as the
salaries their leaders negotlate for?
A changing of the guard in the
governor's office and a much more
Republican and conservative Michi-
gan Board of Education will be in-
teresting to follow, !

A —

know your government

lost money, They also saw thelr tax
bills Inereased.

MEA and AFT teachers are tax-
payers and the notion of Blanchard
playing Robin Hood with thelr wal-
Iets Influenced their vote.

School superintendents and boards
wha became victims of the Robin
Hood blll were adamant. Believing
the scenarfo unconstitutional, they

Looking for nformation about
stale government? The League
of Women Volers has a toll-free
felephone service  (1-800-292-
5823) that may be helpful.

The feague’s Citizen Informa-
hon Center in Lansing offers to

help people find out about such
Ihings as pending legistation, the
stale constitution, election laws,
voung regulations or tax informa-
nhon

The telephone s answered
frem 10:30 am. fo 3:30 p.m.
weekdays.

Hc wants 1o do his taxes but he finds |-
it too difficult to hold a pencil.

Without your help, he may not be able

The tclephone service is paid
fcr by the league's education
fund. The League of Women Vot-
€rs 15 a non-profit organization
that works 10 keep volers inter-
ested and informed aboul gov-
ernmental 1ssues.
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