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Class is in for teachers, federal administrator

By Tim Richard
staff writer

A western Wayne County teacher
ralsed her hand to ask her congress-
man and a U.S. Department of Edu-
cation administratot:

“How does all that rescarch out
there apply to us in southeastern
Michigan?” !

Her question, asked in Livonin's
Randolph Elementary School, ech-
ocd the words of a reading teacher In
Ann Arbor’s Abbolt Elementary a
day earller: )

“1 think grants are glven to re-
scarchers on the basis of what they
want to research, not what we need
to know."

Listening and taking notes were

U.S. Rep. Carl Pursell, R-Plymouth,
a senlor member of the House appro-
priations subcommlttee on educa-
tion, and Christopher T. Cross, as-
sistant secretary of educatlen in
charge of $96 mllllon In research
grants,

A WEEK AFTER being clected to
hls eighth term Ln Congress, Pursell
held forums with teachers in Jack-
son, Ann Arbor and Lansing to test
several [deas on the nation's growlng
educatlon budget:

® The findings take 10 years lo
“trickle down" to classroom teach-
ers.

® Much research on education is
done in think tanks with a “‘Washing-

mentallty” and is less than useful to
classroom teachers. In the words of
James (Doc) Doyle, Observer & Ec-
centric columnist and Pursell con-
sullant: “A lot of cducational re-
scarch Is a bunch of crap.”

e The money might better go to
state departments of education or
reglonal teachers’ colleges ke East-
ern Michigan.

# Classroom teachers themselves
need to be actively involved [n re-
search projects. “We need more col-
laboratorlve research,” sald a Livo-
nia master teacher.

® Teachers need help deallng
with new soclal problems - kide
from broken homes, parents from
Aslan and other cultures, the contin-
ap” between

ton Beltway/L of

Teachers couldn’t
find lab — on a bet

U.S. Rep. Carl Purscl) said he won
lunch In a bet with Chris Cross, as-
sistant secretary of education. Cross
sald he won a second bet.

The two are at odds over the use-
Ifulness of federal educational re-
search grants.

“We have a federal {education) lab
that serves Mlchigan. How many of
you know where It is7” Pursell asked
educators {rom Plymouth-Canton,
NorthvHite and Livonia.

No hands went up — except for

Llvonia Supcrintendent Joe Marinel-
1

Answer: (he Midwest Educational
Reserach Lab in Elmhurst, Ill. — a
$200 million a year lab serving sev-
cn states. It’s one of nine reglonal
labs in the country,

Cross claimed his victory when he
asked teachers whether they knew
about certain research and innova-
tlons. Many aald yes.

“You're using the product coming
from it, but you don’t know where
it’s coming from,” sald Cross,

ulng *
black and white students.

PURSELL said two national prob-
lems prompted what will be a two-
year project:

Flrst, the $1.3 trilllon federal
budget Is likely to be $300 billion in
the red next year, and cuts are need-
ed. Educatlon gets $27 bllllan, all re-
scarch $96 milllon, education re-
search $50 millon.

Second, In a giobal cconomy
where - Japanese and Talwanese
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American kids are falling drastlcally
behind in such eritical areas as math
by fifth grade.

"Our assistant superintendent is
excellest in pulling research,” said a
Northville teacher — a distinct ml-
nority, Most teachers complained
they didn’t know what was being
done and had Ittle timefor in-ser-
vice training.

“Here we are, taking on all the so-
cial problems of the world,” said a
teacher in the Livonia forum, “The
dlvorce rate is sky-high. They (kids)
are left at home alone.”

“Years ago we used to see only
one or two (with emotlonal prob-
lems),” added another.

OTHER TEACHERS' comments:

“We nced more information on
what's available o us” — an Ann
Arbor teacher.

Pursel) reply: “At U-M, 400 re-
searchers are getting Natlonal Instl-
tute of Health grants,”

Teacher’s comment:
there, and we're here.”

“A lot of research it good because

“They're

it tells us to keep on with what we're -

doing to ditch §t . . . Sometimes we
don't give the federal government
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credit” — a reading teacher. She
clted a federal findIng that says girls
have as many problems as boys, con-
{foundlng the conventional wisdom
that boys have the majority of read-
Ing problems,

“It takes 10 years for research to
get to the practical Jevel” — Ann Ar-
bar teacher.

Pursell's comment: “We can't af-
ford 10 years.”

“We don’t know whal's golng on
around the country” in improving
blacks’ performances,

Cross’ reply: “We're making prog-
ress, Among blacks the high school
graduation rate is 81 percent; among
whites, 84 percent.”

Tenchet's response: “We're not
closing the gap. Where do we go to
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find out what other districts are

doing?"”

“There's no time to plan” — a
western Wayne teacher.

“You have three months every

year" — a Jackson County superin-
tendent.

CROSS, AS an admlnsitrator, of-
tcn is at odds with Pursell, a former
classroom teacher In Taylor and
Livonia In the 1960s.

Cross sald laws and the bidding

rocess -require many educatlonai
research grants to go to universitics.

“P've put emphasis on the dissem|-
nation. We have that on the boards
- get the Informatlon into the hands
of teachers,” Cross sald, clting the
addition of a journalist from US.
News & World Report to his staff.
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