Latchkey service helps ease a
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: & NYONE WHO has one knows how It feels,
You're walking toward the door Lo leave,

you turn for a last glance and you're greeted
by blg, 8ad eyes — and a whimper,

's very hard on dogs, especially those who are used
td being around people. Those pltiful looks . . ., when
you leave them alone,” said Farmingten Hills resldent
Elizabeth Sloan.

\Biit Slean and another Farmlngton Hllls resident, Lin-
da ('Brien — bath of whom work — have found 2 way
to help thelr dogs through the long days: latchkey.
That's right, latchkey.

1A dog who doesn't get attention and cxercise is a
naughty dog,” said Farmington Hills resident Beverly
Cornell. "They're more content when they arc not home
alf alone all week."

:Corncll, who is known throughout the community for

. taking tn orphaned wildlife, came to Sloan and O'Brlen's
, ald.’She babyslts their dogs a couple of days a week
. while they work.

( -1 think he became calmer,” satd O'Brien of her 5-
' ycar-old Beagle named D.O.G. “Normally, D.O.G. is

home alone. Now, he's in dog heaven. He has other dogs
to play with and has attentlon.”

SLOAN BELIEVES laichkey has done wonders for

her 17-month-0ld Samoyed, Star. “She really just enjoys
being out and playing. She gets attention and exerclse.”

It no joke. Like children, dogs need attention and

i don’t like being left home all alone. “'There are so many

! people working and they want animals. Having an anl-

mal 18 a loving experience. But they are beingleft alone

at home all day,” said Cornel), who Is licensed through

the state Deparment of Natural Resources to take in
orphaned baby wildlife, raise them and sct Lthem free in
the wild,

Cornell's goat is to encournge others to offer and use

latchkey for dogs belonging to people who work. She's
hoplng interested people will contact her and she'll
group them together.

The Farmington Hills resident came up with Lhe idea
of latchkey for dogs when the oldest of her two dogs —
Kiska — died carlier this summer, leaving the younger
one, Bristo), a collle-huskie mix, alone.

“He's an only child now, And he scemed 20 droopy. He
went to all her (Kiska's) favorite spots and fust laid
there," Corneli sald of Bristol.

With Star and D.0.G., Bristol, who (s facing hlp sur-
gery next summer, s getting over his grief. “He can be
socialized with other dogs. But It's not for 24 hours with
the wear and tear on hls hips, When the dogs leave,
Bristol Is out for the rest of the evening.”

LATCHKEY |s not boarding for dogs. At Cornell’s
house the dogs play outside with cach ather, and get
exercise and attentlon from the other dogs as well as
Corncll.

“It is good for their total well-belng and their
pysche,” she added.

And the dogs seem (o love It. Take D.O.G,, for exam-
ple, who lives a door or two away from Cornell. “Do you
want to go lo Bristol's?” O'Brien asks her pooch,

“That dogs makes a beeline for my front door. And he
comes all by himself,” Cornell sald.

Star, on the other hand, loves a good game of tug-of-
war with Bristol, who wlllingly shares hls couch In the
Cornell garage with the young Samoyed. “They exerelse
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each other H dogs are they're
Just like children, They need attentlon,” Cornell sald.
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Beverly Cornell’s collie-huskie mix, Bristol
give each other plenty of exercise with their

Id Star, a Samoyed, and

Council ponders ethics code

.
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From beneath the heap of dirty
lagndry and truc confessions Mon-
day, the Farmington Hills City Coun-
cil edged toward tightening its ethics
cade after January.

Mayor Jean Fox's unsuccessful
proposed mission statement for a
reactivated cthles committee
cracked the door for a majority of
the council to take Fox and mayor
pr tem Aldo Vagnozzi to task for
events of the past year that councll
members belicve contradict ethical
behavior.

But It was Monday's announce-
mept that the city and Boys Repub-
& — embroiled in a year-long law-
sufl — had finally rcached agree-
ment thal opened the deor for
cdncil members to freely tell the
pgblic what they've been waiting for
manths o tell.

241 we have 1o drop some bombs to

sigve the clty a great deal of suffer-
ing in the year ahead, I would partic-
ipdle in that process,” councilman
Lirry Lichtman sald.
&nd the bombs dropped. Council
m¥ymbers deseribed in detall how
Fdx and Vagnozzi violated resolu-
tigas adopted in executive session
prhibiling members from discuss-
ing Boys Hepublic, a boys® detention
canter.

0X AND VAGNOZZI noncthe-
ejs contacted representatives in
i

Gov. James Blanchard's office and
the governor himself to help the clty
in its woes with the soctal service
agency.

Fox and Vagnozzi admitted to the
complaints, though Vagnozzi said the
details “were their (other members’)
version of it.”

“I'm the one who did the dirty
deed and 'l fet you know why I did
it,” Fox said. "I have learned you do
not violate an edict of the city coun-
cit. But I do not think it dId any per-
manent damage to this ity council.”

Vagnozzi explained that rubbing
clbows with state officials is how
things get accomplished and that he
divulged nolhing he’s not supposed
to.

Fox’ defended her actions by say-
ing she did what she did because for
months there was no action on the
Boys Republic conflict.

“Is there ever a reason to violate
the council’'s directives?” council
woman Nancy Bates asked. “What 1
think is at stake is integrity and hon-

or.”

Bates described taking public
scorn — over the publle treatment
of Fox and Vagnozzi — when council
members were prohibited {rom pub-
licly discussing the interfcrence in
Boys Republic litigation. She added
that she is "terribly disappointed”
with Fox and Vagnozzi.

“Eihics means .not just public
trust in elected officials, but that
clected officlals can trust each
other,” said Lichtman, who chal-

fenged the medla to-“get a stralght
answer.”

Terry Sever, who suggested the
"conceptual” acceptance of revisit.
ing the cthics issue, also wants any
discussion to inciude the type of be-
havior attributed to Fox and Vagnoz-
2,

SEVER ALSO made It clear that
the two council members’ actions
“compromlsed the financlal well-
being of the city,” as well as that of
Individual members,

"When you start messing with my
family, with the taxpayers of this
community, we have to set up a pro-
cedure,” Sever said. “How ethleal
can you be when you vote for some-
‘thing and turn around and violate
{1304

Each of the council members
made it clear that Fox's demand for
stricter ethical behavior ls ironic tn
light of the Boys Republic events.

Fox wants to tighten the clty’s
year-old ethlcs code in light of a six-
part Detroit News series that Inelud-
od councilman Ben Marks's reported
financial assoclations with develop-
ers and bujlders,

“1 can't support any cthics state-
ment written by her,” councilman
Jonathan Grant said. "I Just wouldn't
feel comlfortable doing that.”

Marks, who defended himself in
the wake of cthical questioning, erit-
icized Fox and Vagnozzi for violat-
ing their oaths. “The idea is pure and
basic. Ethics have been played with
and the charter has been violated.”

Farmington Hills man dies
of injuries suffered in crash

B',Ju Bauman
siaff writor

:An 82-year-old Farmington Hills man died Nov. 13
Irom injurics sustained in a traffic accident that oc-
curred six weeks earlicr In Livonia,

~Arvo Kivl became the sixth person to dic as a result
ofan automobile accident this year in Livonla.

XKivi had been hospltatlzed at Botsferd Hospital in
Faimingion Hills with masslve Internal injuries from
theSept. 30 two-car accident on Elght Mile.

Fhe driver of the second vehlele, a 36-year-old Gar-
den City man, also was hospitalized with serlous Injurles
bug has slnce recovered, Livonla police traffic Sgt. Tom
Giecn sald.

:?Bascd on our Investigation and witness statements,
it dppears the deccased was at fault in the accident,”

Gigen sald.

S;:l.-en said Kivl was attemipting to exit from a park.
Inglot onto Elght Mile, east of Gill Road, when he was
stxyck on the driver’s side by the second car, which was
h@:ﬂng eas! on Eight Mlle.

“Mr. Kivi was on the south slde of Eight Mile and
tried to make a [eft turn into the westbound lanes,”
Green said. "Several witnesses noted that he (Klvl) was
making a very slow turn and apparently misjudged how
far away the second car was.

“He just pulled in front of the sccond car, and the
driver didn't have time (o stop or swerve away before
the two vehlcles collided.™

Green sajd drugs or aleohol were not a contributing
factor to the 3:30 p.m. accident.

Green said the police department will request a war-
rant from the Wayne County prosccutor’s office against
the second drlver but that he doubted any charges wilt
be filed since Kivi appeared at fault In the accident.

“We ask the prosccutor’s office to review every fatal
accldent as part of the formal Investigation, We don't
want te be In a positlon where our department has the
sole authority to declde whether any criminal charges
should be pursued.”

With six fatalities so far this year, the elty Is faring
better than in 1989 when 11 people Jost their lives in
trafitc accldents.
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dog’s life

A little love and altention from Beverly Cornell makes the day for 5-year-old D.0.G., a beagle

who belongs to a neighbor who works.
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