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This concert was much better than expected

--It's been satd many times that you
can't Judge a book by Its cover, This
ptinciple may apply to other situa-
tichs, however, that have nothing to
do’ with books. One example is the
Stbvak Chamber Orchestra, the lat-
est chamber group on the Chamber
Mudic Society series, which
npﬁnmﬂ here Sunday, Nov. 11.

e Slovak Chamber Orchiestra is
affjllated with the Slovak Philhar-
monle of Bratlslava, Czechoslovakia.
It ‘way cstablished in 1966 and its
leader, Bohdan Warchal, is an Im.
presslve violinlst, in addition to hls
roletas conductor, Since its inccp-
tlgn, the group has concertized ex-
tq::lvely all over the world.

Violinist sh

B8y Avigdor Zaromp
special wrlter

When thls group came on stage,
gelting ready to play in a standing
posillon, 1 felt some negative vibes,
The reason that some groups per-
{form this way — went my thinking
— s because that's the only way
they can keep on thelr toes, at least
physlcally if not artistlcally. That
was my experience with several
other groups. This supposedly clever
observation was shattered, however,
with the flrst few bars from Han-
del’s Concerto Grosso No. i1 In A
major from Op. 6.

While debates contlnue about the
correet approach to music of the ba-
rogue cra, the Slovak Chamber Or-
chestra has found an effectlve way

cert and that may account for the
On days llke this

T
\Violionist Michelle Marakski Is
n\fnhtul in a rich crop of young,
ted Michigan artlsts who have
lormed in the metro area recent-
1y; She was accompanled by pianlst
Brent McMann, who has impressive
crédentlals of his own.
+This was the first of three cvents
of;.uln Michlgan Artists Recital Se-
ries, held at Orchestra Hall on Sun-
didy, Nov. 11.
.Thls program took place just be-
lo'rc the Chamber Music Soctety can-
3

poor
the Idea of showing up with a sleep-
ing bag crosses my mind, but there
was ample artlstlc stimulation to
counteract the exhaustlon caused by
the busy weckend.

The program, featuring works by
Poulene, Harbinson, Beethoven,
Hartke and Faure, reflected styllstic
dlversity that was challenging, even
if some items weren't profound.

Beethoven's Sonata No. 3 in E Flat
Major for vlolin and piano would
naturally elicit high expectatlons,
but It tended to be low in terms of

Registration opens
at art assocition

<Regisiration for the winter term
al:the Birmingham Bloomfleld Art
Association starts Monday, Dec, 3,
fof members and Monday, Dec. 10,
for the general public.

7 The term will run Jan. 14 to
Mjrch 23. Ninety-five classes for
youths and adults will be offered In a
variety of media, Including jewelry,
deawing, pastel, art history, palnting
and pottery,

zJaponism, the Influence of Japa-
nese culture on Western art during
the 19th and 20th centuries, will be

explored by Hope Palmer in the art
history class. .

During March, a seminar, “Expe-
riencing  Archltecture,” with local
architects Michaet Kirk, Ralny
Hamilton, Danlel Redstone and Jar-
ry Van Dine, will take place. Each
session wlll include a slide lecture
and an on-site visit with the archi-
fect to a current project. Joyce Le-
Ban is the semlnar coordinator.

The art association Is at 1516 S.
Cranbrook, Birmlngham. Hours are
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday-Satar-
day. For information, call 644-0836.
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to get this music across and make it
appealing and attractive without ar-
tistic compromise. They aren't using
so-called “period instruments,” and
they don't banish the vibrato for the

chancement or improvement. These
musicians realize that the language
of music was natural to the masters
of the respective perdods. It requires
a natural grasp te perform It in a
incing manner. This ‘

sake of h y.
On the other hand, there Is also no
attempt at a romantic style en-

of the term natural -shocldn't be
confused with instinctlve ignorance.

review

delivery. While this sonata is held in
lesser esteem than some of Betho-
ven's other sonatas for these instru-
ments, it is nevertheless a substan.
tial and lively work.

Even though the performance was
technically correct, it was too ane.
mic. Morcover, McMunn played his
role as an accompanist rather than
as an equal partner, possibly over.
compensating for the tendency of
many pianists 1o overwhelm the vio-
linist.

The Sonata by Poulenc, which

moy's

NOW SERVING SZECHUAN AND MANDARIN FOOD

openced the program, may have fess
serious substance bui, on this ocea-
sion, it offered more spirit.

‘The Four Songs for unaccompan-
ied violin by the American composer
John Harbison (b. 1938} were far
above my i in terms of

the process of formal learnlng and
training, but lsn't reduced to a bllnd
imitation of a ritual.

This was one of the rare occasions
in which [ actually enjoyed a Vivaldi
concerio withoul an aftertaste of
stale, monatonous redundancy. The
Concerto for Two Violins and Cello
in G minor, Op. 3 No. 2 came through
as a work with real, meaningful
landscape. So did Respighi's Sulte
No. 3 of Anclent Airs and Dances,
consisting of 317th century tunes ar-
ranged by this 20th century compos-
er. J can’t recall a more jmpressive
rendition of the concluding Passaca-
glia of this suite.

Hartke (h. 1952) evoked far less posi-
tive feclings. I found It mostly to be

* Mean Noises in Them Poor Ears
with Clunketty Clunk Overtones. In
this plece for two violins, Makarski
was joined by Ronald Copes, whose
ability can't be properly judged from
1his ptece.

The aromatic sounds of the Sonata
No. I in A major by Faure were
probably the best on this program.
Here, there was lively interaction
between the performers, without any

musical quality — not quite in the
same class with Bach's Chaconne —

p. In several
performances of this sonata I have

The only short, contemperary
picce, Muslca Slovaca by IMa (b.
1932), was a pleasant, tonal work
based on folk melodjes.

Dvorak’s Serenade in E Major, the
longest and possibly the mast popu-
far work, concluded this fascinating
program.  Apparently, those who
take the time and effort to learn and
understand other styles and cultures
may end up with a better under-
standing of their own herltage. This
was the lmpression that came
though with the Dvorak serenade -~
reflecting a sense of authenticity
that really counts.

The program was followed by a
string of cheerful encores,

ows her potential in diverse program

heard too much lavishness that tend-
ed to overwhelm the more reflned
quality of this work.

The balance between the early im-
pressionistic influence and the older,
heavier Romantic layers was good.
In this performance, the muslc of
Faure had its best effect, creating
the image of a delleate fabric rather
than a misshaped sack.

Makarski is a concienclous artist
who produces a clean, preclse tone.
She is in a period of artistic growth.
We would like the chance to hear her
again.

but top drawer among p Y
works,

The other contemporary work on
the program, “"Oh Them Rats is
Mean in My Kitchen,” by Stephen
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Michigan Classic
Ballet Company

teaturing

Mury Celeste Ge
Hoval Ballet of Flanders
ladyr Picanso
Tglrashy Ballet New Vark

JANILS HOHMEYER

The Michigan Classic
Simphony Orcheaita

Tt pttoninances oy
Calt e tor tickens
661-2430
r ees Nat 121
o
Adults 19"
Name
Addrens . _
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Performance date

udpmoand Sun 1221300 pm
mange ot Nove Fuerst Audtonum

Ticket Order Form

# th 514.00
e ix §11.00
Mabe chenky paratie to Muhigan Clasag Ballet $326 Drake Road West Bloamleld M 48122

Child Sentor *11#”
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Christmas in Plymouth...

Christmas

Arts & Crafts Show

at the

Plymouth Cultural Center

525 Farmer

I'nday, Saturday, Sunday

ovember 23, 24, 25

Priday, Saturday, Sunday
November 30, December 1, 2
Hours: I'mday & Saturday 11-6, Sunday 12-5

For more information call 455-6620
Show Sponsored by The City of Plymouth Dept. of Parks & Recreation

FREE Admission

Plenty of
Free Parking
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