-Niche remodeling: new uses f

‘The secret to carving out new niches for yourselt
in your house is to view old spaces in a new light
and eliminate clutter that crowds out a prime
space with niche potential,

‘The best way to start is to dump items that have
outllved their usefulness but that you can't bear to
part with, to reclaim spaces such as basements and
storage area,

When Insulated properly, basements make excel-
ient darkrooms far photography buffs. Block out
light sources with double-lined curtains and poster-
board. Look for wall and floor coverings that are
sultable for below grade spaces and varying tem-
peratures.

Attles can be transformed from eatch-alls to
clever caches for your hobby-related materials.
You can wall in a breezeway between the house and
garage or turn a portion of the garage into a work-
shop. Add indoor/outdoor carpeting, a workbench
made from a board over o sawhorse and line the
existing walls with pegboard on which to hang
tools.
0ld mllk cart cases can be spray-painted and
stacked to form neat shelves and cubbyholes that
wlll reduce clutter and make for easy cleanup,

A good source for clever ways of revamping
nooks and crannles In your house Is “The Complete
Baste Book of Home Decorating” (Doubleday). Here
are same ideas you can follow to create your own
nlches In no time:

® Music rooms: Wall-to-wall carpeting and lined
draperies are not only a luzury but aiso a wise
aceustical move for musle-lovers who want to keep
their musle to themselves, Check the climate con-
Lrol system for this niche to protect valuable instru-
ments, tapes and sterco cquipment.

® Game rooms: Slnce you'll be moving the furnj-
ture around, look to washable vinyl floor coverings
or tiles that form a fun checkerboard patiern, In-
stead of wallpaper, try stenciling or stick-on letters
and graphics you can buy at an art supply store, Go
{o unflnished wood furniture stores to find some

leces you can paint in bright primary colors to add
to the spirit of the room.

® Hobby rooms: Look for places [n your house |.

with good light and venttation, such as areas adja-
cent ta the kitchen. An enclosed porch could be con-
verted Into an artist's studio so that paint fumes
aren't a bather, and ke outdoors can provide tnspi-

room or family room, hide projects In the works
behind tall folding screens that complement the

rest of the room’s decor,

Bookshelves can instantly wall off a hobby niche,
as well as provide needed storage space. Import
stores offer baskets of all sizes and shapes that wil)
hold hobby supplics. You can also use fishing tackle
boxes or rolling microwave carts to make a mobile

hobby niche.

® Gyms: According to Home magazine, home

equipment available, It isn't hard (o find a

your house, which may include balconles f

that Is trlm and Jight to fit even the tightest spots in

machlne

lor work-

or old spaces

gyma are ecllpsing private tennis courts or lap
pools as a status symbol as the fltness regimen of
choice. With the wide variety of machines and

our homes, so many people are turning thelr living
room into a home entertainment center. Video
sales and rentals are shaplng lifestyles and even
product deslgn, Black is hot, with clean llnes re-
flecting the minmalist tastes of Eurostyle.
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Bookshelves
can instantly
wall off a

hobby niche

that into

out alfresco, alcoves Jocated off master b
OF even garages.

@ Media centers: Sociologists say that our hectie
work lives in the '90s are causing us to cocoon in

cabinetry are selling well, as are armolres that fea-
ture sliding, pull-out shelves for blg-screen TVs and
VCR units.

Steek and provide

storage space.
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. righton is the perfect place 10 enjoy

' the spleddor of autumn in Michigan

! Brighton is also the perfect plage to enjoy a
great meal in the comforable surroundings

o ol Ouk Pointe's famous and historic

Roadhouse Restaurant. Located only minutes

! west of downtown Brighton, the Roadhouse

it open seven days o week.
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Sunday = 2:00pm to 9:00pm
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