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Survivors recount damaged lives, hopes

'
Continued from Page 5

There is a large proup of indi.
viduals with head injuries who
quq been all but ignored by the
public. These are the uncounted

age oceurred.
“Personal Health" by Jane Brody

Kathy McEvilly was hurt in a
dune buggy aceldent during the sum-

who gly recover
from their injuries but still suffer
subtle intellectual and behavioral
cffects that may seriously impair
their ability 1o work and interact
normally with other people. Some
never lost consciousness and oth-
ers never even suffered a direct
blow to the head, yet brain dam.

mer of 1973, At the time, she was o

y 1d ch entering her
sophombore year at St. Agatha High
School in Redford. Richard Nixon
was president, embrolled In the
Watergate scandal.

By the time she left the hospltal
nearly a year later, the Unlted
States had a new presldent, Geratd
Ford

Her recovery through
Jimmy Carier’s term in the White
House and when Renald Reagan
campaigned for a second term as
president, McEvilly slmultancously
attalned a remarkable goal.

She graduated with 2 degree in so-
clal work fram Michigan State Uni-
versity, the culmination of a "tong,
long read back™ from severe physi-
cal disability at a time when rehabil-
itation services and facilities for the
brain injured were virtually non-ex-
istant.

“I'm reat grateful T don't have

I P They're very
minimal.” Stil), “1 had to relearn ev-
crything, but I'm one of those rare
people with a real great memory.”

Her problems are primarily physi-
cal, diminished speech, Impalred
motor coordination and poor bal-
ance. She walks awkwardly with the
aid of elbow crutches. Frequent falls
during thé winter have severely
damage both knees.

“If this never happened, 1'd really
be a-different person. But I'm happy
with the person I've become.”

She now lives in an Oakland Coun-

ty support facility,

Nearly all brain-injured people
have problems with concentra.
tion and memory. Many com-
plain that they think more slowiy
than before their injury. They of-
ten have difficulty reasoning and
solving problems. Academic skills
atso suffer. A former college stu-
dent muay be unatle to read a
newspaper, write a letter or bal.
ance a checkbook. 1Q's usually de-
cline, but the scores are not very
revealing. One person with an 1Q
of 85 may he able to carry on an
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intelligent conversation, Another '
with the same 1Q may be unable
to follow even simple instruc-
tions.

“Psychology Teday™

Next, a look at families and
friends coping with loved ones
changed forever as the result of head
injury,

Saks Fifth Avenue’s

Post-Thanksgiving Event

* The best of the best designer coals for Misses and Petites, featuring luxurious designs by

Perry Ellis Coats and Perry Ellis Portiolio, Searle and Searle Studio, Anne Klein
and Anne Klein II. Now $239 to S719. Originally™ $298 to $900)
* Our exclusive long, full suede skirt in black, evergreen, chocolate or olive for SML.
' Now 159.90. Originally* $220.
* Luxurious Scottish cashmere v-neck sweaters for him. Ours alone in classic styling,
assorted colors. Sizes S,M,LXL. Now 164.90. Originally™ $249,
* Noteworthy knit hats, scarves and gloves in angora, wool and acrylic blends.
Now 513 to $39. Originally* SI7 to $49.
* Designer Coats, Leather and Sucde Collections, Mens Sweaters, Knit Collections.
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dan-ooon
o pan.-10 pam,
-9 p.am.

o) Fricay 11-23
Saturday 11:24

Sunday 11-25 11am-6pn.

R
000
Yy

Ry

Sk Jolth Geneee

Theres no sale like a Saks sale.
THANKSGIVING WUTRLND HOURS:

Troy - Open Friday 3 am to 10 pun, Satusday 8 am o 9 pm, Sunday 11 am (o 6 pm
Fairlane - Open Friday 8 am to 9:30 pmy, Saturday 10w to ) pm, Sundas T am to ™ pm.
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SHOPPING SPREE REGISTRATION

FAIRLANE

Saturdiy

frighay 11-23

Sunday 11-25 Store Hours
Ham-"pm

ater Parking Aaddable

8.am,-9:30 p.m. 1000

124 10am-9pm.  '500




