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" “I'm head injured and that's just the way it is, | belicve we can
- all get back to where we want to be. It's one small step at a
|¥rr|e." sald Nancy Bauser, at a recent gathering of “survivors”
-and family members coping with head injury. Bauser, an ac-
~credited sacial worker who married last yeor, was injured in
:1973. She is now a F. ington Hills peer for the
" head injured.

No-fault finances rehab
for head injury patients

Deceptive. Disabling. Devastat-
ing. These are deseriptions of
head injury, an affliction that
strikes an estimated 1 million cit-
izens annuaily, rendering them
confused or forgetful in its most
benign form and at its worst,
wheelchair-bound with little or no
control over bodily function.

In the third and final article of
the series, we look at Michigan’s
no-fault auto insurance that
finances the comprehensive and
often long rchabilitation essential
in overcoming brain injuries,
This story mistakenly was tun as
a single article akead of the se-
ries. We are re-running it.

By Janice Brunson
staff writer

Dean Bablak was doubly unlucky
1hat December evening In 1980 when
he was beaten and left semlcons-
clous In the parking lot of a Water-
{ford bowling alley.

Babiak, 36 at the time and unem-
ployed, was left severcly brain in.
jured, Worse, aslde from minlmal
speech therapy, he has received nonc
of the extenstve and essential reha-
billtatlon necessary for recovery be-
cause neither he nor his retired
mother are able to afferd the enor-
mous costs,

“Before the beating, my son had
an 1Q of 135, In his last IQ test, he
measured borderline mentally hand-
icapped,” sald Babink's mother, Ginl
Neuville who, sinee 1984, has been
active in the Wayne-Qakland Chap-
ter of the Michlgan Head Injury Alli-
ance,

. The irony Is, if Babiak had been
injured in an auto accident, chances
are he would be a slgnlficantly
changed man today, certainly more
productive, better able 1o care for
himsel and perhaps even able to
work.

Had he been an insured motorist
under Michlgan’s No-Fault Law, cat-
astrophic coverage would automati-
ca]ly provide unlimited medical and

services. All
msurcd in Michigan arc covered,

Considered moedel legislation and

halled as the most progressive In the
nation, no-faull is under attack by a

certainly choose Jower rates. In the
cvent of a disabling accldent, there
would be no benefits for on-golng
care or therapy.

“The only thing werse than head
injury is compounding the tragedy
by having no money available for re-
habilitatlon," sald Blrmingham at-
torney Wayne Miller who speciallzes
In representing head Injury vietims.
Miller Is also vice president of the
Head Injury Alllance in Wayne and
Qakland counties.

“Long lerm services, particularly
custodial care and actlvity program-
ming js absolutcly essentlal, for both
the head injured and the sanity of
their families,” he added.

A Southfteld father, a West Bloom.
ficld wife and a Livonia business-
woman are painfully aware of the
nced. The first two are embroiled In
bitter financial sults. The son of the
Smulh(iuld man was seriously injured

in jump four years ago

palr of who
are proposing massive reform of the
system, Including reduced rates by
offering catastrophic coverage as an

and the West Bloomlicld woman has
been unable to work since suffering
a blow to the head a year ago. In the

HEAD

Interim, both are paylng out-of-pock-
et for care,

The Llvonia woman, involved in
an qut-of-state auto accldent, was re-
cently forced to discontinue counsel-
ing after losing a court suit for fl-
nancla) assistance In the state where
she was injured, which does not offer
no-fault coverage. She can no longer
aftord rehab care,

In Mlichigan, injuries from motor-
cycle, snow moblle and bicyele acel-
denls are not covered.

“IT'S VERY DISHEARTENING, |
often have to turn away injury vie-
tims. There s nothing to be done,
simply because their accident does
not entitle them to no-fault bene-
fits,” Miller said.. -

In addition 1o unlimited medical
and rehab benefits, Michigan's No-
fault also provides three-years’

option,

OPTIONAL COVERAGE spelis
disaster, say opponents of the re-
form, because young drivers, those
mest prone to accidents and whose
insurance rates are highest, would
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SAVE DUNS SCOTUS

I u\]mm oo
e
il by i
b Qualiiv
Dazzlins creations
Shippe

Porosss - R

IQIS[ M/\c% -

Hhere e absoluloly

JlHr +ancd ylimmes
ol
vt

Trow Faroy
now b i bl ar
t". VAR

Chancleiors oo and

with

iyl

sé

“The Hidden Jewel"
St. Anthony Shrine
and
Franciscan Friary

Potential sale
threatens existence of
60 year old Holy Ground
source of spiritual and physical nourishment to
more than 3,000 persons each week

Come to Duns Scotus Chapel
9 Mile and Evergreen Roads
Sunday, December 2, 1990
: 7am. to2pm.

Sign petitions daily at the Chapel
- As early as 6:30 a.m.

Join the crusade to SAVE DUNS SCOTUS

Sponsored Dy The Franclscan Mother, Club 4 vGlunterr org niial.an supn S SCGUY (6T nearly A0
years. Interested persans shoultd Senv thed Iettee 1o Tep Francincan Retners’ Cloh, 28440 Southhelsy
R0A4, Sute 123, Southfield, M1 48076 Phone 4251508
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