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Parents keep battling state school aid cuts

By Joanne Maliszewski
ataff writor

Some Farmington-area area par-
ents expeet to hold governor-clect
John Engler to his repeated cam-
palgn commitment to educatlon.

“It would make an impresslon If it
were one of the first grass roots ef~
forts that goes up there and reminds
him that education has to be at the
top of his priority list,” sald Debbic
Lukasiak of Farmington Hills,

Lukasiak, Kerry Kelly and Jan
Bennett — pareats of Gill Elementa-
ry students — contlnue circulating
petitlons urging state legls]nwrs to

thelr petitions so far, the three plan
to travel en masse to Lansing before
the year's end to present Engler with
the petltions before he takes office.
“We may come with a whole
school of children,” Kelly sald.

When new leglslators take office’

in January, the trio will return to
Lanslng with thelr petitions. “We
don't want to hit the lame ducks
now,” Bennett sakd.

* THE THREE have petitions
around the school district, at all the
schools, central office and churches.
“We've even been to craft shows.
We vc hit as many peoplc a3 possible

oppose further cuts to out U
1a school districts, such as Farming-
ton, to improve firancing in poorer
districts

With thousands of signatures on

Hllls /" Bennett nld

‘The GIIl parents are opposed to
the way the state Leglslature in July
decided abruptly to improve financ-

Ing In poorer school districts by re-
duclng $72 milllon In categorlcal ald
1o 40 districts, The F Pub-

school financing," Kelly sald.
The patents also sat In on a auper-

llc Schools Tost $5.8 milllon.

School district offfclals support
the parents' cffort. “I think their
drive has made the community
much more aware of what's happen-
ing at the state level. People are get-
ting behind thelr efforts,” sald Pam
0'Malley, assistant to the Farming-
ton dLllrlct superintendent.

pelition drive is turning heads
but lhc three are not content ta stay
tn the distrlct to make their message
heard. They've met with the state-
wlde Coalitlon of Michigan Parents,
another grass roots effort that
shares the gzame goals with the
Farmington Hills parents,

“COMP ls a viable group. In time,
it wlll be effectlve In changing

meetlng in
Lansing to get the scoops on what is
happening in the state with educa-
tlon finanelng,

“The actual state money given to
education has decllned so much, we
mlc: a change in the system,” Kelly
sald.

it take a chunk away from districts
like thelr own, but from what they
hear, the In-formula distriets didn't
beneflt all that terriflcally from the
recapture elther.

“The Robln Hood act is not help-
ing anyone,.so peaple are saylng,”
Bennett sald,

Conslder, the parents said, that
there are more in-formula districts
In the state than out-of-formula. But
the out-of-f districts repre-

THROUGH THEIM
forts Kelly, Lukaslak and Eenncll

sent 30 percent of the state's student

are aware of taxpay

“Some people are nrrnld They be-
lleve an obvious result {of change) is
a tax increase. That scares people to
death,” Bennett said.

Information is what the three Gill
parents are trylng to spread to tax-
payers, They are convinced that re-
capture doesn't work. Not only does

The three also expressed frustra-
tion at ncws that the state Court of
Appeals dlsmissed a lawsult Nov. 9
on the Robln Hood school ald cuts.
FHty-six school dlstricts sued the
state for the msulvc funding cuts
enacted this yea:

“What is hnppenlng What are they

Kroger to open new store in Farmington Hills

‘The Kroger Co., the nation's second largest
supermarket chalnA will hold a grand openlng
celebratlon Sunday, Dee.'2, for a new store at
37550 W. 12 Mile Road at Halsted in Farming-
ton Hitls,

The expanded Kroger store, located in the
Halstead Vlllage Shopplng Center, will occupy
43,000 square feet. More than 250 people will
be employed at the store. :

An Invitatlon-only open house for area resl-
dents, Kroger staff and officlals will be held
Salurday, featuring product samplings, enter-
lalnmcnl and othcr special events,

“Thc expandcd store will enable us to bring
The Kroger Co.'s latest innovations to the

Farmington Hills area,” sald Joel Greenlsen,
president of the Kroger Co, Michlgan markel-
fng arca.

“This "state-ol-the-art' supermarket offers
shoppers an exccitlng and attractive shopping
environment, providing them access to a num-
ber of new customer convenience depart-
ments."”

Among the speclalty items and departments
En the Farmington Hills store are:

® A scafood department featuring varietles
of fresh seafoed including shark, lobster, satm-
on, oysters, scafood salads and smoked and
fresh fish,

® A custom meat department offering
more than 200 kinds and cuts of meat trimmed

to the customer’s specifications at no extra
charge.
® A full-service flower shop with more than
250 varleties of fresh-cut flowers and custom-
tgned

for
w«:ddlng:, annlvcrsurlcs and any other occa-
sion,

#® An expanded Kroger Produce Depart-
ment with an extended selection of more than
350 varietics of fresh fruits and vegetables, In-
cluding speciatty items like baby-bunch vege-
tables and 14 varletics of lettuce.

® A wine shop with more than 1,000 varie-
ties of wine and a complete selectlon of do-
mestic and imported beer.

® A cheese shop carrylng more than 250

varleties of domestic and Imported cheese.

® A dellcatessan with selection of cheese
and luncheon meats, party trays and hot car-
ryout ltems, Including hand-made pizza with
pan, thin, wheat and croissant crust cooked
fresh on the premises.

In additlon, the Farmington Hllls store will
offer customers an In-store bakery and pastry
shoppe, salad bar, fax and copler service,
greeting cards, video rental, photofinishing.
All major credit cards are accepted.

Kroger has been part of the Michigan gro- |
cery store scene since 1917. The company now
operates 78 supermarkets in Michlgan and
more than 1,200 natlonwide.

dolng,” Bennett asked. "‘l’te Judlclal
system (s a major hurdle.”

They aren’t too happy with the :.
state Leglalature clther, “The Con-
stitutlon says the state is prohlbited
from reducing funding to the
schools. But thoy do. The leglslature
makes thelr own rules. The laws are
constantly being ignored.”

The parenis hope for continued
support and wouldn't mind some
help, Anyone Interested in signlng a
petition can visit thelr home school,
contact Glll Elementary at 489-3690,
or call the distrlct's Schoel/Commu-
nlty Relatlons Offlce at 489-3349.

Farmington

bseruer

(USPS 187-840)
Published avery Monday end Thurs-
day by Observer & Eccontric® Newa.
papors, 805 E. Maple, Birmingham,
M1 48009-0910. Socond<clasa pos-
tage paid a1, Birmingham, M1 48009-
0910, Posimaster: Send saddresa
changes o Observer cooniric®,
Nwspnpeu 805 E. Meaple, Blrming-
ham M1.48009-0810, Tolophone B44-

" SUBSCRIPTION RATES
(ln Oakland County)
Onoyear .. .., ... $36.40
(Elmhnm In Michigan)
Nowsstand - peor copy, 50¢
Ono yous 55.00

one (Elmhoro inUSA)
Al anvenlalng published in the
Farminglon Obsorvor I8 subfoct 10
the conditions mzw ln |he nppl«:a-
blo rate card, coplos of which as
avaliabla from iho udvoﬂltlﬂ d
partment, 21898 Farmington Eond
Fnlmlnqmn M. 48338 (313) 4772
0. Tho Farmingion Observer
mwvan the right not lo sccopt on
advortiser's order. Obsorver & Ec-
centric® ad-1akors have no authority

fo bind this newspapor and ool
publication of an ldvnnlwmonl lhar
consiltute final acceptance ol the
advoniiser's ordor.

26555 Evergreen Road  Southlicld, Mich 48076
(313) 3583290 ichgan Toli-Free 3-800 858-4801

LESSER VALUE AT 75% OFF
BUY AS MANY ITEMS AS YOU LIKE,
SAVE THROUGHQUT THE STORE 4

- Trees » Arrangements ¢

« Flowers « Bushes

* Cactus * Greenery

« Christmas Items

I CALL CAPITAL SERVICES

L. _855-6344
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GET A SECOND ITEM OF EQUAL OR 1 NO __(MAuoEC 15 I Travolers Tower Sute 406 N
u )
! 8
S

TAX DEFERRED ANNUITIES

IRA’S MONEY MANAGEMENT

AMERICA'S SILK PLANT SPECIALISTS

LIVONIA PLAZA
30983 Five Mile - Near Merriman

SUNDAY BRUNCH

- AT JACOBSON’S,
NOON TO 3:30 P.M.
T Begween Now and Christmas .

The Restaurant, Livonia

1°s quick, casy, delicinus.and new at Jacobson's.
Far the Tirst time, vous can enjoy branch and holiday

shopping at Jacobsan's on o Sunday! Laok over
aur menu and plas 1o be herebrunching, velaxing.

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
OPTIONS CONFERENCE

Start with o glass of sparkling white grape juice..$1.00
Never hefore held in the state of Michigan, the nationally popular p SELE ONE OF YOUR FAVORITES
retirement living conference will be presented by the author of K OQuiche Lorrine 535
LIVING ALTERNATIVES USA: THE INSIDE STORY, H, Wils Country - Omelette N
Mr. Worley's book (i 39.95 value) will be presented without charge to cach hmmhnld R o o e
along with other copyrighted material. Vs Benedicr. 22
Belpian Wallles with Stawberries 3.2%
Thousands have highly acclaimed this conference for its dissemination of inforsma- Siulled French Toast 405
tion not available from any other source, Durlny, the two-hour session, participants Meat ndwicl -
will review full-service preretirement and retirement tiving concepts through a Hearaat sandw ich -
color slide series of communities from the east to the west coast. Hot Turkey Sandwich 475
Freneh Toast Children under 12 225
In addition, a new and different concept in active r«.lqu.nn.nl/prgnnn.mull Adults 123
living being considered for Farmington Hills will be discussed o determine ity Belgian Wallle hildre N 3 ae
potential for active adults desiring a full mena of services from hame and yard clin Al Childsen ander 12 =
maintenance to security and health/fitness programs. The concept- offers uluium Adults 323
tH  notfoundin lifecare, entrance fee, expensive rental packages, of resort communitie Hot Cahes Children under 2 223
H  Each participant will be asked to complete a simple written survey to provide Adulis 123
» direction for the development and the public’s acceptance of this community.
H TOR CHILDREN UNDER 12
The conference is free of charge. However, scating is Bmited and will be by 1ot D 150
reservation only. Peanun Butter and Jelhy 130

Please call N.mLy Fees (3131 442-9860, Monday through Fridiy from
10 5:00 p.m. or write for reservitions {or you and your fru.n\ls to RETIRFE
CONFERENCE, XM05 Folsom Road, Farmington Hitls, MI 48336 for one of the
times and locations below:

*Baotsford General
Hospitul

*Botsford General
Hospital

ellilton Inn— Novi
21111 Haggerty Road
# Mile Rd. Exit off 1-275

@ !

Jacobson’s

HH © Novi,MI Administration & Administration & [
H Tuesday, Dec. 11 Education Building CEVPERATE D1 A0 10 00 1111 S ame
HH 10:00 A.M. or 28050 Grand River Ave. 28050 Grand Riv r/\u,.
2:00 P.M. Farmington Hills, M1 Farmington Hills, M1 OUR HOLIDAY HOURS:

Wednesday, Dec. 12
10:00 A.M.

Each session will end promptly two hours from (he above starting times.

. Thursday, Dec, 13
2:00 P.M. Shop until @ pn,
\lnnd o thiough Fridin,
Uaail 6 pov on Sauondin
Me 3 pans on Sundin.

Sponsored by Botsford General Hospital and
National Retirement Corporation.
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We nelvune Tacobson's Chinpe, MasterCard! - VISA!S and Anerican Express!




