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Double

December has always brought us
the start of winter and two metcor
showers, but in 1990 it also brings
two full moons and the end of the
decade of the "80s. (Contrary to pop-
ular bellef, the 1990s did not start on
Jan. 1, 1990} .

‘The amount of sunlight we recelve
thls month decreases by $1 minutes.
On Dec. 1, sunrise fs at 7:42 a.m. and
sunset is at 5:01 p.m,, for a possible
nlne hours and eight minutes of sun-
light.

Mars, Jupiter and Saturn wlill be
casily visible this month. Saturn Is in
the evenlng sky; Mars and Juplter
are visible most of the night. Mercu-

Post office has

Shopping for gifts at the post off-
ice can save and time and gasoline, .

“Convenience shopping at the post
office can belp you get an carly start
on your gift malllng,” says Jobn M.
Horne, fleld division, general mana-
ger/postmaster, Detroit Division.

Most of the following items are on
sale in many post offlces and Detrolt
Dvision's Philatellc Boutlques (Ann
Arbor, Dearborn, Detrolt, Wayne/
Westland, Pontlac, Royal Oak and
Port Huron).

Creature of the Sea, a 24 by 36-
Inch poster, deplcts the killer whale
and dolphln, $4.95. :

Tree ornaments, crafted in bass,
silver plated In a snowflake shape
and crowned with one of the 1990
Christmas stamps, are priced at
$14.95 each. Omaments are sold
over the counter or by matl. Mail or-
der forms are avaflable ln the post

the full

ry and Venus can be viewed, late In
the month, with difflculty,

Look toward the east northeast
around 8 p.m. on Dec, 1 and locate
the moon. The bright “star” three
degrees to the south (right) of the
moon is the planet Mars. Mara was
hearest the earth last month and will
be fadlng as we orblt farther away
from it. Mars will be visible in the
cevening sky through July, 1891.

Directly above Mars is the
Plelades (PLEE a dees) star cluster.
1t will be difficult to see the fainter
members of this cluster with the
bright moon nearby. Thls “tlny
dlpper of stars marks the shoulder

holiday gifts

from the most popular Issues of the
1980s. The set includes protective
mounts and a 56-page book of illus-
trations and narrative.

The Postal Service Guide to US.
Stamps contalns a list of stamp val-
ues for new and used stamps, full-
color lllustration facts about all US.
stamps printed since 1847, It also
contalns a list of valuable stamp er-
rors. The 336-page booklet costs
$5.95.

The 1980 Commemoratlve Mint
Set, features the enter collection of
37 commemorative stamps (valued
at $9.45) preseated In a colarfully 11
lustrated album. Look for coupons in
post office lobbies offering $2 off the
regular price of $16.50,

The 1989-1990 Delinltive Mint Set
at $24.95 features unusual and hard-
to-flnd issues, including the $2.40
moon landing stamp and the “plas-

offlce Jobby.

tic” flag stamp.

Bullock

skywatch
Raymond E.

of Taurus the bull and is a delight to
see through blnoculars. The red star
below Mars is Aldcbaran (al-DEB a
ran) the “eye" of the bull,

THE FIRST FULL moon of the
month occurs at 2:50 a.m. on Dec. 2.
The moon is fully lighted by the sun,
The amount of time it takes the
moon to complete a full cycle, from
{ull moon to full moon, Is 28 days, 12
hours, 44 minutes and three seconds
(approximately). This is called the
moon's synodic (sin NOD ick) perlod.

When a full moon eccurs very ear-
ly in the month, It is possible to com-
plete a synodic perlod withln that
month and experience two full
moons. (Logically, the same holds
true for two new moons, or two flrst-
quarter moons happenlng in the
same month, but they don't have the
same romance of Full Moon) The
second full moon of the month is
called the “Blue Moon™ and, as you
might suspect, docan't happen very
often. The last “Blue Moon™ was in
May, 1888; the next occurs in Sep-
tember, 1993,

Notice the equllateral triangle
formed by the seiting moon, Mars
and Aldebaran In the west northwest
before sunrise on the morming of the

EXTRA CAR IN DRIVEWAY ?

sccond. Thls is one of the closest full
moons in many years; the moon [s
356,525 knt (221,534 mlles) away and
will produce extreme tides.

‘The moon is In Gemlnl on the cve-
ning of the fourth, forming a line
with the stars Pollux (above the
moon) and Castor {above Pollux).
These two stars cach mark a “head"
of the twins and wlll be up In the
cast, flve hours after sunsat,

The planet Mercury Is at max-
mum elongatlon (greatest apparent
angle) from the sun on the evenlng of
the [lfth, Mcrcury s 21 degrees east
(left) of the sun, but only a few de-
grees above the southwestern horl-
zon, Higher In the southwest, and
casier to see, is Saturn, located about -
18 degrecs to the south (left) of Mer-
cury.

star in the night sky and casy to spot,
rising [n the southeast after Procyan.
Procyon s the elghth brightest star
In the sky and the flfth closest, being
about 11,3 light years away. (The
light we see tonlght left Procyon
11,3 years ago.)

‘Watch the moon pass through Can.
cer and Leo on the mornings of Dee.
6 and 8. The moon, high In the west
southwest, is approaching Juplter on
the morning of the slxth. On the next
mornlng, the moon Is to the south
{teft) of Jupiter and below the star
Regulus (REG u lus), ferming a trl-
angle. On the morning of the elghth
the moon, approachlng last quarter
phasc, has passed Regulus,

Last Quarter Moon oceurs at 9:04
p.m. on Dee. 8. The moon Is begin-
ning the last quarter of its orblt
around the earth.

The waning (fadlng) erescent
moan, now In Virgo, will be six de-
grees to the south (right) of the
bright star Spica {SPY ca) on the
moralng of the eleventh. On the next
marnlng the moon has passed Splca.

One of the year's best meteor
showers, the Geminlds (GEM in Ids),
reaches its peak on the morning of

- Dec. 14. Meteor showers are named

LOOK TOWARD the cast, flve

* hours after sunset on the flfth, and

you'll see the moon about alx degrees
above and to the right of Jupiter. No-
tice the bright star to the right of the
moon, This Is Procyon (PRO see on),
a name which means “before the
dog." Precyon rises in the cast short-
ly ahead of Sirius (SEER e ous) the
‘'dog star.” Slrius ls the brightest

for the constellation from which
they appear to radiate, in this case
Gemini.

Meteors are more commonly
known as “falling stars” becausc
they look like little stars falllng
{from the sky. Some Amerlcan Indl-

moons marks this December

ans thought they were stars running
from danger. But they have nothing
to do with stars; meteors are rocks
falling out of the sky. )

MANY OF these metcors are or-
biting around the sun In well-defined
orbits, They may be tralling along ns
the debris of 2 comet, or they may
be the rematns of a comet that distn-
tegrated long age. When the carth
passes through the orblt of a meteor
swarm, many mare meteors than
usual can be seen, and we can
predict precisely when that happens.

The Gemlnld swarm is enc of the
richest. A patlent obscrver can ex-
pect to sce an average of 50 meteors
cvery hour, which is about one every
minute. The best meteor display oc:,
curs between 2 a.m. and sunrise. Al-
ihough Gemini Is ncarly overhead, -
the meteors can appear In any part
of the sky. Their trails can be traced
back to Gemlnl.

Mars passes lwo degrees below
he Plelades on the evening of the
I4th. The moon is nowhere near
Taurus how, so the fainter members
of the Plelades will be much easier
tosee.

Raymond Bullock is the former
coordinator of the plenetarium
and observatory ut the Crantrook
Institute of Science, Bloomfield
Hills. He now works for a Troy
company which specializes in
taser displays and effects.

NEW & ESTATE

Stampin, a board game, costs
$13.95 by mail order and over the .
cotinter. The game Is for thosc ages 8
to adult. Each game Includes the
pamphlet, “Introduction to Stamp
Collecting."

The “Best of the Decade Mint Set,

For $7.95, the 12-page Creatures
of the Sea Album, printed in English
and Russlan bears -both nations'
flrst-day of issuc cancellation.

The Indlan Headdresses Folder
sells for $4.95. It features Indian-re-
lated scenes and a booklet pane of 10

CAR GETTING ON MNERVES?

’ ANTIQUES
GIFT ITEMS 0

COME JOIN US FOR THE
CELEBRATION OF OUR

GRAND OPENING

TAXES TOO HIGH?

JEWELRY %

Help us help those in need

By danaling your used car, boat, real
estate..and rocelve falr market volue os a
tax deduction when you tamize,

CALL 373-9000

Is $18.95 and contains 51 stamps  Indian Headdress stamps, VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA
Vs . — ~Someothing for Everyone-
(" FURNITURE ) Evorping — —T=[ “N Tl
rom the ’ ’
' ;Jr'.:gnary OW n UI] L’l‘[
SALE ‘ontlraeordinary 33200 :Ig.' Sez/e‘nizﬂlltle y LI’:lonnIa
k3 East of Farmingion foa
10% TO 20% OFF OUR C
LOW LOW PRICES ON Y — -g‘ (..;Rﬂr:?aoTepET'!"!G
The best in high quality previously owned MAR’ INDOW CENTER ¢ by appolntmant
name brand 'um“gwqand Ze‘::orative gccassories Serving Oakland County Divialon C/M Inc. 476-0055 or 476-1675
-Sell-l g 3 8178 Cooley Lake Road + Union Lake y » Now Accepting Consignments
Re-Sell-It i 363-6175 T
Esw&@g 34769 Grand River 1.4
Farmington
 SALES a78.SELL
HOURS: Mon,, Tues., Wed., Thurs,, Sat. 10 AM - 6 PM
Pz Fri. 10 AM-9 PM Sun, 12 - 4 PM 2 J JOIN
\_ ! — DELIVERY AVAILABLE — o /|
\—

o ZAN
. ’
g; EWELRY

“Specialiring 4 ADwrdable Eloparncs”

TROY REDFO. TATLOR
5137 Rochester Rd, 27151 W, Sem%lg Rd. mm
524-9343 255-7140 483-6010

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon, thew Bat. 1310 %
Twa. 12108

FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER

SILK FLOWER LADY
IS OPENING THEIR WAREHOUSE

TO THE PUBLIC!
Furnlture Stores
Interior Designers
Wholesaters
WELCOME
No Qne Can Compete
With Our Quality or Prices

CUSTOM AHRANGEMENTS
MADE TO ORDER

+Drled Flowsra From
nd

32026 Schoolcraft

{In (he Mallard Hullding Zeet of Fasmington Ad.|

yonla
425-6900

nd

Parklog at the
fear of Dulkding

CHARLEY'S CHOWDER CLUB

BUT FIRST,
TRY US OUT FOR UP TO 50% YOUR TOTAL FOOD CHICK]
Use the coupon below just like a Chowder Club Cord. You'll

cnjoy great dining ot up to half price. When you'rea
Chowder Club Member, you can save $300.00 or more in 15
great dining experiences for only $60.00. Here's how.

When you dine at any Chmlcl‘s Seafood Tovern, Meriwether’s
in S field, Clamdi sinf if Hills or Panache in
Birmingham, use the Chowder Club Card. You'll get 50% off your fotal
food check fnot just the enirce) whon o peaple dina, When Three poople
dine you'll get 33% off your tota! food check, 25% off when four peaple dine
ond so on.
Try us out. Use this trial Chowder Club Membership good for ane visit from now
u.v?;ilulunuury 31, 1991. When you purchase a Chowder Club Cord, it is
good anylime except So!wdug night, New Yeor's Eve ond Molher's Day
and expires Februory 29, 1992,

Chowder Club Cords make great

o ifis! Call Ann Cuvcni\égh lo order at
476-9161. Mastercard, Visa ond %iscuvcr cards accepted. Chowder Club
Memberships moy be purchased at all Charley's Seafood -
Taverns, Meriwother’s and Clamdiggers.

$300.00
OR MORE IN

50% OFF AT CHARLEY’S
“Not Good With Any Other
Promotion or Special Offer”

Nama
GREAT DINING
FOR $6°¢°°. Address
13§ _ ‘
City State  Zip
T |

[ dining ~7s0% off

GHARLEY'S NORTUVILLE Thros psople

Tl 0 El ree poople i

CHARLEY'S SOUTHIIELD
Sewsthlieht

CITARLES S TAIRLANE
Beahain

[KIRRIREN) R Four peo le
CHARLLY'S LASISIBL  CHARLLY'S HEOOMITELD D ining - 25%
et Wianly Wel Bloombeld dlnmg 5% off
D AREIALL RIS

IS LIVONIA - v RS
Sewthn o

R ECNG

DO!hur

Trial membership is himted to one “ame vue
Letwizen Decrmber 10, 1990 fwongh
January 31, 1991 anyhm Shtorday
after 40 m’ and New Year's Evi. Coupon
st be completely filled oot with name and
addioss of wser. User is under no obhgahon
10 purchase o membership.
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SEAFOOD TAVERN
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