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Cockroach, cat

are charming

Performances of “Archy and
. Mehitabel” continue through Sat-
urday, Dec. 8, at the Theatre
‘Guild in Redford. For ticket in-
Jormation call 538-5678.

By Bob Waibel
spectal wrller

Bllled a3 a back-alley opera but In
fact a jazzy musical, the Theatre
Guild of Livonla-Redford’s “Archy
and Mehltabel” Is delightfully differ-

-cnauud charming from beglnning to
D

This offbeat little muslcal re-

counts about the most fanclful love

. Story imaglnable — the whimslcal

tale of a cockroach (Archy) and his

unrequited passlon for a sexy alley

< cat (Mehitabel) on the steamy slde of
the big city In Shinbone Alley,

There is the barest of plots. And it
requires a few moments to get into
the spirit of things and accept
bumans cavorting about as Insects
and cats,

Once the show Is underway, Mi-
chael J. Phllips (Archy) and Sandy
Martin (Mehltabel) create two fasci-
.nating characters. Neither is blessed
wlth rich, full voices, It matters it-
- tle, however,

Phillips as a post-phllosopher
soars to dreamy belghts writing froe
‘verse and sinks to a forlorn little
cockroach when bhls attempts to
‘change the ways of the amoral alley
cat fail.

MARTIN'S MEHITABEL is the
“epltome of a feline who can‘t say no.
' She purrs. She slecks about. She falls

v

By Avigdor Zaromp
speclat writer

The second part of a musical tour
of Europe, offered recently by
Chamberworks, was one trip that
even an average person could afford,
The event, which drew a respect-

ble-sized

review

for every llne. And In the big city
that means trouble.

A tryst with Blg BIll, the local
tomeat, leads to a Htter of kittens.
And Big BHI, ptayed imposingly by
Timothy Gerrard, brushes her off
with a, “See you later,"

Tyrone T. Tattersall, acting coach
and seducer of stray cats, tells her to
hit the street after she falls to under-
stang the “inner rhythm” of Shake-
speare. Don Piper Is a howl and in
fine voice as the frustrated maestro.

John Sartor gives a nice readlng
as the Newspaperman/Narrator.
Perhaps a more Runyonesque quali-
ty, however, would give the rele an
added dimension.

Debt Brown dances beguilingly as
the Lightening Bug. And Susan Gor-
ski, Patricia Jones, Maxine Parshall
and Dennls Remer brighten the
stage as Mehitabel’s Cohorts.

Muslc Is flrst-rate, with conductor
Lee George at the keyboards and
synthesizer, together with percus-
slonist Dave Powers,

Kudos to Charles Venk: mak-

aud] took place at
the Guild Hall, Christ Church Cran-
brook on Nov, 18.

To be sure, no local musieal event

. could match an actual European

tour. This program, however, pre-
sented by Chamberworks director
Thomas Kuras and a small chamber
group, provided an evening of adven-
ture and learning, which is a good
return for the modest ticket price.
The group has two ncw vlollnists
this season — Victoria Haltom and
Mary Richards (wlth onty Richards
partlelpallng in the latest event).
Other players were cellist Paul Will-
Ington, who has been with the group
since Its inception, and vislting artlst
Carol Perking, flutist, who has per-
formed wlth this group before.

Another newcomer to the group ls
an instrument — a two-manual har-
plschord thal was custom made for
Kuras. This instrument, In additlon

lo being versatile, profects a tone -

with great intenslty, making it possi-
ble to perform with other lnstru-
ments on close to equal terms.

MOST COMPOSERS on this pro-
gram are virtually unknown. Among
them wero Henrlcus Albicastro,
Franz Xaver Richter and James
Oswald, representing Switzerland,
Moravia and Scotland, respectively.

Works by another one, Johan
Helmlich Roman, have been on pre-
vious Chamberworks programs. He
is sometimes referred to as the
“Swedlsh Bach.” One of the move-
ments of his D major Sonata on this
program bore a striking resem.
blance to a movement from a Recor-
der Sonata by Handel,

Buxtchunde, Domenico Scarlatti
and Telemann were the better com-
posers on this program. With the ex-
ception of the two Scarlattl sonatas,

‘Rare works highlight musical tour

the other works were also new to
most llsteners.

Many works from countries such
as Sweden and Denmark are negleet-
ed, Kuras sald, because musieal
scholars are unfamlilar with these
languages and are less llkely to do
the necessary research.

WHILE THIS may be an obstacle,
one could also contend, as I do, that
these works aren’t in the same
league as those by more traditional
composers, This doesn't alter that,
for the most part, these works pro-
vide enfoyable ltstering.

With the illumlinating background
provided by Kuras, such a program
becomes a stimulating venture and a

valuable learing experlence, even if
the music ksn't on a par with the es-
tablished masterpleces. .

Some occasionally approach that
level. One work on this program, the
Dexleme Suite in B minor by
Telemann, is entitled to top honors
among these sclections.

Most of the themes are likely (o be
forgotten. But some of the flavor
llngers — cnough to make one wish
to undertake more such musleal
trlps in the future (between real Eu.
ropean vacatlons). .

The next Chamberworks program,
“Salute to Mozart,” on Friday, Jan.
18, wlil teke place at the Bellam Art
Center of Troy.
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® EMU PRODUCTION

A 1986 Clarenceville High School *

gradvate, Kurt Fretwell, will appear
as a guard In English playwright
Jackson Lacey's Russlan folktale,
“The Prince, the Wolf and the Fire-
bird” in Eastern Michigan Universi-

ty's Dy at EMU's

ing hls directional debut, for makin,
thls little musleal a grand evening of
theater,

Bob - Weibel of Westl: it a

Quirk Theatre In Ypsilantl. Fretwell,
an EMU senfor and Theatre Arts
major, Is the son of Charles and
Sharon Fretwell, Showtimes are §

freelance writer who has spent
more than 25 years in community
theater as a director, designer
and performer.

p.m. Friday y, Dec. 7-8, and
2:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, Dec. 8-9.
For tickets call 487-1221. Chlldren
under 14 are $3 for all performanc-
es; adults 38 evenlngs, $7 matinees.
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DINNER FOR 2
Chotce of:
Tendarloin Steak*
Broiled Boaton Scrod
° Breast of Chicken Parmesan
Hamemade Manicotn

Banquet Facil
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.BAR.& GRILL.
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| ONE POUND |
N.Y. STEAK

ncludos
Soup, Salad and Potato

| i |
%7.95
[ __Bomesizse |

Wo Fry Chomosierc Froo . [aey
Thank You {®

for your
patronage E

«~ COUPON —
DINNER FOR

JOIN US

BRUNCH

9:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
(Regular Menu after 4:00 pan.)
per

0,95 ...

ALL YOU CAN EAT!
BANQUET
FACILITIES

and
CATERING SERVICE

AVAILABLE
Leathex
Bottle
Tuan

20300

Farmington Road,
(a1 5. of B M)
Livaste
A7vea20

® CASTING CALL

Plymouth Theate Gulld wil hold )

auditlons for the cdy-d

student at a school for the deaf, in
“Children of a Lesser God," at 8 p,m.

“Crimes of the Heart” by Beth Hen-
fey at 7 p.m. Monday-Tuesday, Dec.
3-4, at the Water Tower Theatre on
the campus of Northville Regional
Hospital. Cast consists of four fe-
males and two males, ages 24-30.
Anyonc Interested In avdltionlng or
helping out behind the scenes should
call 453-8306 for more information,

® INPLAY

Michelle Lytle, a juntor at Madon-
na College In Livonia, who is from
Columbus, Ohio, stars as Sarzh, a

Christlar, Children's Fund, Inc. |
1-800-776-6767

AMERICAN LUNG ASSOCIATION®

We don't mail
millions of these

every year
for our health,

We mail them
for yours.

Something w consider when you
receive your Christmas Seals? in
the mail.

When you support the Christinas.
Seal Campaign,® you're not valy *
helping ta find cutes far lung
discasc, but helping to find ways of
preveating it as well

So support the American Lung
Association and use Christmas
Seals.® [t a marrer of life and
breath.® Who knows, maybe cven
your awn.

AMERICAN ?:u-v; AMOCIATION

18860 W. Ton Mile Roaa
Southlield, Michigan 48075

559-5100

Yy . §-8, and 2
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 9, at Adray Audl-
torfum of the MacKenzle Flne Arts
Centér in Dearborn. The production
is presented by the Performing Arts
Department of Henry Ford Commu-
nity College. George Popavich, the

director, worked with Flymouth res-
tdent Kim Willett, a sign language
Instuctor who holds a bachelor's de-

gree In sign language from Madonna
College. Tickets are $8 general ad-

smission, $5 for HFCC staff and stu-
dents and $4 for senlor adults, Tick-
els may be purchased at the door.

JAPANESE and CHINESE
Restaurant

OPEN MONDAYS DEC. 24th and DEC, 31st
CLOSED TUESDAYS DEC. 25th and JAN. 1st
ACCEPTING NEW YEAR'S EVE RESERVA TIONS NOW!

Chineso Lunch 19-3

Chiness Oinner 3-9:30 CARRY.QUTS Japancse Dinner 5030
F & Sat. 181030
For Rosarvations ON CHINESE FOOD CLOSED MONDAY
427-3170 16825 Middlabelt » Livonta

Japanesa Lunch 11.2

7:30 PM.-2:30 AM.
The Karas House

Swedish Meatball n
NOISTMAKERS & HAT.

GALA NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY
23632 Plymaouth Road g2

$75 per couple includes: Clumpagne at Midnight .
Hors D'oeuvies & Dinner|

Jratunng CARVING & STATOOD TASLES, Roasted Frme R "
herb lamet, 3 s deMer - Shrmp, Sealiops, Crabmeat

N 11:30 AM DAILY,
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I this coupon is aut s alid with any ather ater

Lammil une coupon per person, pes vt
Explres December 21, 1990
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I West River

|__Gran River west of Maiebelt. Farmington s i West River $hopping Center 476 pas

UNITED /IR
GRAND RIVER WEST OF MIDDLEBELT. NEXT T0 TARGET
OPE! . 8:30 AM SAT. DETROIT' NEWEST COMPLEX
GRAND RIVER WEST OF MIDDLEGELT IN THE WEST RIVER SHOPPING
CENTER HEXT TO TARGET IN FARMINGTOR HILLS

HUTGRACKEN 10)
7000, 1130

ROEXY ¥ (#0.13)
300, 17:03,
1000, 11 Do, . 4,04, 2 00, 300, 4 00,
Saoa oLy 300 800, 7 0. % 131069, (1,13, 17 00)
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BARGAIN MATINEES — MON,-FRI, ALL SHOW!

FREE POPCORN!

upon at the United Artits

West River
476 8844

. 100.3 30,4 00, 430, 7 00,4 30

BEFOAE 5 PM, SAT-SUK. REFORE 1.30 PM.
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The [talian Wa \ HOUSEY'’S BILL KAHLER NOW APPEARING MONDAY & TUESDAY

Eaponence Freanty Made Duahes of Voal, Fresh Gaatood.

28500 Schooleralt
Livonla

Cumne - Mark Jordan
mant Dish ol the Oy

THURS.FRISAT,

See Our Award Winning =, .5 14

Ol Fastivued Lirme Cooling
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS Y °
—Now Taking ~

+ Breaded Pork Chop e $
5 n 95 New Year's Eve Reservations .,'041

« Moattoat
* Chicken Parmesan

Dont Miss tho Sounds,. TOMMY G & THE GAMUT BAND
Playing Music from the 50's and 60’s...and your requests

425-5520
Watch for
our ad

+ Orange Aoughy
+ Bakod 1 Chickon

WED: thru gaT.

lanist

ot Earrert
32030 Plynouth Rd.+ Livoala 4220770

BT j K TR '?
Old-fashioned (Shristmas ¢
in the country

A unique Christmas t'J‘[)l'rh";;fl'

Christmas in Plymouth...
. Christmas
Arts & Crafts Show
at the
Plymouth Cultural Center

d
7

Strolling carelers in full castuine » tive family atmasphere o
Hot cider ‘round the old por-bellied stove « Tarkey dinners swith all

the trlmmings » Christmas light display » Train ride through Santa's

village @ Rides for the kidls o Petting zoo with deer, olk, buffalo »

atong with old St. Nick » Main Street shops with unusoal gift idvas 525 Farmer FREE Admis
sion
¢ Fresh-cut Christimas trees for sale Plenty of
Also available for your cvening corporate or group party. Free Parking

Friday, Saturday, Sunday
November 30, December 1, 2
Hours: Friday & Saturday 11-6, Sunday 12-5

For more information call 455-6620
Show Sponsored by The City of Plymouth Dept. of Parks & Recreation
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