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HE SEASON'S over, sure.
But the doubt remains,
and likely wlil linger for
some time.

After all, it had been 10 years
since Schooleraft College's men's
soccer team had reached the Na-
tlonal Junior College Athletic Asso-
ciation Tournament. If it takes an-
other decade to agaln travel that
distance, the memory of thls trip
will continue to eat away at those
assoclated with it

Ending the season with a pair of
3-0 losses [n & natlonat eight-team
tournament could certalnly be tol-
crated 1f the Ocelots had been de-
feated by superlor forces. The
question Is — Were they?

It's a question without an an-
swer,

Coach Van Dimitriou admitted
after SC's loss to Lees McRae,
which doomed his team to a last-
place finish in the tournament, that
his players could have been better
prepared. Indeed, said Dimltriou,
not much went right.

The blame for the problems —
and he must be held accountable —
Is Dimltriou’s.

HIS TEAM had the raw talent to
make a run.at the natfonal tltle.
‘The team that beat SC in Its opener
— Passalc County CC — made it to
the NJCAA titlc game before los-
Ing.

Still, Passaie was beatable, This
squad of mostly forelgn players
had more speed and an abundance
of talent, to be sure. But a discip-
lined, low-pressure style could
have been elfectlve, cven success.:
ful. The Passalc keeper, Orismon
Cl-Juste, looked partlcularly vul-
nerable.

SC matched up well with Lees
McRae, too. It's truc the officiating
cpst the Ocelots In this match; they
had to play with 10 men after Jos-
Ing Jerry Staszel to a red card in
Lhe first half. N .

Afterwards, Dimitriou recounted
all the errors. The bus ride took too
long, which resulted [n no practices
the two previeus days before the
Passaie match; the officlating was
00 lenlent; the opposition had far
more players with foreign experi-
ence than he anticipated.

ybe 20. Bul what it comes
down to s a lack of preparation,

Dlmitriou got no scouting report
on the teams he would face. He
safd he thought he could make ad-
Justments during the first few min-
utes of play.

NONSENSE. If he had taken the
trouble to get some information on
,Passaic, he might have discovered
‘I “its sweeper, Kelth Thomlinson,
played for the Jamaican natlonal
team. Thomllnson scored Passalce's

Lousy planning
doomed Ocelots
at the NJCAA

first goal; two others were in SC's
net before the match was 30 min-

Winning combinatior:
Ca@olic League vets spur Holy Cross ~

By C.JI. Risak
stall writer

1t's really not that hard to build a champtonship
football program. Just ask Mark Duffncr, the

college sports

coach at Holy Cross College in W '+ Mass,,
who took a team that was 4-6-1 In 1885 and — In
the next five scasons combined — posted a 49-5-1
mark. .

Pretty impressive. And agaln, it wasn't all that
difficult. Duffner was HC's defenslve coach for
five scasons before taking over the head post, fol-
lowlng the death of coach Rick Carter. So hls fiest
step In transforming the Crusaders into a top-
level squad was S&nmnku certain the defense was

utes old. So much for on-the-fleld
adjustments.

If properly prepared, SC would
have expected any kind of officiat-
ing and adjusted to It. The Occlats
came in as the cighth seed in the
tournament, so anticipating favor-
able breaks from the officlals is Ju-_
dicrous.

And there's no excuse for taking
a full day to reach Trenton, N.J. 5C
left Tuesday afternocn and arrived
at dusk on Wednesday; lts flrst
match was at 11 am, the {ollowing
day. In the week prior to the tour-
nament, the Ocelots serimmaged
Eastern Michigan Friday, took Sat-
urday and Sunday off, and had a
light practlee Monday.

That's it. Any momentum they
gained [n their win over Lewis and
Clark [n the Inter-regional was
lost.

By the end of the Lees McRae
match, tempers were hot on the SC
sidcline, and ‘much of the anger
was directed at Dimitriou. Sweeper
Dave Dinglic, a talented player but
a constant source of trouble, got a
yellow card and was pulled out of
the game.

COACH AND player argued, and
when Dinglie — whose temper
earned him 50 many yellow cards
during the season he shouldn't have
been playing In the tournament at
all — made a dlsparaglng remark
about Dimltriou's coaching, Dimi-
triou told him to find hls own way

ome.

Dimltriou repeated the same
threat to another player late In the
mateh when his orders were d
beyed — play or find your own way
home.

Such tactlcs won't breed harmo-
ny on any team. Emotlons were
certalnly running high during the
scason's final moments; 50 was dis-
appalntment, But a coach shouldn't
threaten players with abandon-
ment 600 mlles from home, what-
ever the problem.

(Dimltriou did reverse hls posi-
tion and offered to take Dinglle
home, but Dinglie opted to ride
back with anather player's family.)

I'm certaln some feel such ac-
tlons needn’t be reported. After all,
most competitors are not golng to
take loslng well. Arguments are
commonplace under such frusirat.
ing clrcumstances. And Dimitriou
also has been known to have a
short fuse.

Still, his players’ disgruntlement
was well-founded. Al athletes ex-
perience losing. They don't like it,
but It happens. It's easler to handle
when the athlete knows an all-out
effort to win has been glven.

The step proved to be a short one. Dufiner
merely called Bob English, a solld recrulter in the
Detrolt area. And English went no further than
Detrolt's Catholic League to find the type of de-
fenslve stalwarts Duffner wanted.

Stefan Stratlon, from Orchard Lake St. Mary's,
together with Matt Fras (from West Bloomfleld),
Chris Kovath and Pete Dankert (Plymouth), all
Redford Catholle Central graduates, were start-
ers on a Holy Cross defense that ylelded just 9.8
points per game thls season, second in the NCAA
Division 1AA.

OUTSTANDING, EH? This group might not
agree, exactly, They aren't accustomed to finish-
Ing second ¥n anything. Example: The Crusaders’
record since Stration and Fras, both seniors, have
been at HC is 39-4-1. For juniors Kovath and
Dankert, the tcam’s record Is 28-4-1 in their ten-
ure,

Example No. 2, supplled courtesy of Dankert:
HC I3 clobbering Brown 55-0 In the waning scc-
onds. The Bears throw a desperation pass in the
wanlng seconds and complete it to HC's t-yard
llne. Trylng to avold the shutout, Brown attempts
another pass, but it's deflected and Dankert — a
middle guard - Intercepts.

“We prlde ourselves [n our defense,” sald Fras,
“IU's the same as It was in high school, at CC.”

Need more proof? Consider Stratlon. Two

weeks into the season, he's sidelined with mononu-
cleosia. An allment of this sort usually requires a
couple of months to overcome. It also leaves one
very weak.

STRATION, A SMALL defensive cnd to start
with (6-foot, 220 pounds), missed only two games.
And he dldn't just return and go through the mo-
tions; he came back with a fury. He finlshed the
secason wlth 62 tackles, Including a team-high 10
quarterback sacks,

“I was surprised I was able to come back so
quickly," said Stratlon, who was an All-Patrlot
League first-team selection, “Luckily, I was able
to get over It fast. I wanted to get back as qulck ay
1could. Idldn't want to mlas (my senlor season).”

Quick — that's the best word to use In describ-
Ing HC's defense. Slze certainly s secondary.
Dankert anchors the defensive line, but I just 6-1,
225. Fras, ancther defenslve end, is anly 6-1, 215,

" “They run very well,” sald Duffner. “Speed has
always been a factor for us (in recrulting). We're
lookIng for people who can run,”

Which is what Kovath does exceptionally well,
An all-state running back at CC, Kovath (6-0, 180),
a cornerback, was everywhere for HC thls season,

“HE FLIES,” said Duffner. “He's a physical,
physlcal player. We just can't keep -him away
from the ball.

“He plays hard on every play. And he's a great
practice player. He plays every play llke It's his
last.”

Kovath’s statisties provlde all the proof needed,
Cornerbacks are usually low on the defenslve
charts In tackles because they're so far outside
they can't get In on many plays. Not Kovath; he
was second on the team In tackles with 113, He
also Jed the Crusaders with five interceptions and

seven pass breakups, all reasons why he was an
all-Patriot second-team plck.

Then again, Kovath's sidellne-to-sideline, kami-
kaze atyle is common among HC defenders. As
Duffner sald about his Cathalié League stars, “All
four have been just super. (Stration) runs llke cra-
zy and ts physical as heck.

“Dankert s very, very qulck. He's hard to
block, he stays on hia feet well. Matt Fras, too.
I'm sorry to see our scniors, Stratlon and Fras,
golng. We're golog to mlss them, .

“But I'm sure happy we'll have Kovath and
Dankert back."

BOTH FRAS and Stratlon are sorry to go, too.
Both were recrulted heavily by Mid-American
Conference teams but ended up at HC for the
same reasons: academlcs, the coaches and ties
wlth other HC players from Detroit.

Stration was fricnds with Andy Martln, another
OLSM . grad who was a Crusader team captain;
Fras knew Chrls Sulllvan, a former Blrmingham
Brother Rice quarterback.

Neither had any regrets regarding thelr cholee
of college ~ well, almost no regrels. The Patriot
League does not allow conference members to
participate in the NCAA 1AA football playoffs be-
cause It would Interfere with semester (Inals.

“It dld at first (bother me),” admitted Fras, a
second-team choice [n both the Patrlot League
and the Eastern Colleglate Athletle Conference (2
group of 31 schools). Fras was second among the
Crusaders In sacks (nine) and tackles for loas (slx);
he had 104 tackles and caused two fumbles,

“Knowlng we were betler than a lot of teams in
the playoffs’, . . yeah, it bathered me at first. I
would like to have proved ourselves against some
of the better teams.”

Stration agreed. “You do regret it,” he sald.
“You think about it, but overall coming here has
worked out well.

“I've had some great success, It's been great.”

Fras described hls four years as a Crusader
slmply: “I enjoy the success, It's fun to win."

And that's a lesson all four players have
learned well.

Poor-shooting Ocelots prevail anyway

SALEM LUMBER
& BATH SHOPPE

30630 Plymouth Rd. » Livonia

422-1000

Well, at least Schoolcraft College
men's basketball coach Dave Boga-
taj can admire his team’s persever-
ance, if not thelr accuracy.

The Ocelots did a lot of things
right Tuesday against Spring Arbor's
Junior varslty, which made up for a
sccond-stralght poor shootlng per-
formance as SC prevalled 85.80 in
Spring Arbor.

“We had a Thanksgiving lull," sald
Bogata, whose team a night earller
tost for the first time this scason, 85-
73 to Albion's JV. “As a team, we're
not playing well right now. The ball's
Just not golng in for us.”

In the win over Spring Arbor's JV,

. SChlt Just 30-0f-90 from the floor (33

percent). The Ocelots won with re-
bounding (49-46), balance (four play-
ers In double-figures in scoring) and
determinatlon.

“WE KEPT answerlng all the
calls,” sald Bogataj. Indeed, Spring
Arbor — which was tied with SC 43-
43 at the half — could never estab-
lish much of a lead In the second
half. The game was tied for the final
time at 72-all; after that, the Ocelots
pulied away.

Lynel) Colilns Ignited the win with
an exceptionat all-around perform-
ance. Collins -had 22 polnts, 11 re-
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bounds and seven assists. Kwes!
McGIN and 'Randy Watters -
Watters, still hampered by a hy-
perextended knee, played just 20
minutes — got 16 points aplece and
Barry Quayle had 12 points and 10
boards,

Spring Arbor's JV was paced by
Bob Kelly's 17 points.

The win Improved SC’s mark to 4-
1, which made Bogataj's dissatisfac-

tion with his team’s play more toler-
able, "We have clght freshmen play-
Ing, so their going to have their ups
and downs,” he said. “And the kids
keep playing so hard.”

IN THE LOSS at Albion Monday,
the Ocelots went up agalnst a dev
fense that challenged thelr shooting
ability — and lost, SC connected on
Just 29-0f-76 floor shots (38.2 per:
cent) agalnst (he Britons’ zone; Al
bion hit 60 percent from the fleld.

The shooting discrepancy nullified
the Ocelots’ work on the boards; they
outrebounded the Brits 46-39.

“(Alblon) did what they had to do,”
sald Bogataj. "They dictated the
pace.”

Not at flrst, however. SC led by
five after five minates, but some de-
fenslve adjustments by Alblon
turned the tide quickly. By halftime,
the Ocelats tralled 41-34, Twenty-six
turnovers and just 10-0f-15 free
throw shootlng (66.7 perecat) did not
aid 5C's cause.

Mitck Fyke paced the Ocelot
scorers wlth 19 polnts, Watters was
the only ather player for SC to reach
double-figures: He had 16. Dave
Hamllton finlshed with flve points
and a team-high eight boards. Gary
Parker's 19 points was best for Al
bion's IV,

SC is idle until Monday, when It
hosts Adrian’s JV, .

Christmas

isnt just for kids
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