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Ski patroller
has a passion
for competing

Continued trom Pago 7

What the sklers are “making it
through™- are slalom courses with
gales (poles) sct up In a zlgzag
" course down the hill which skiers
have to make tumns around. Of the
regular slalom, which has many
more gates, Uhley says, “you want
to go as fast as possible but you're
constantly putting the brakes on to
turn,” .

The other course is the glant sla-
lom with fewer gates set wlder apart
-on the hlll. “In the GS the skier
builds up more speed because there
aren’t so many gates but he cuts a
wider zigzag.”

Uhley not only partlclpates In the
Boyne Mountain race weekends, but
she also practlces during the week at
Plne Knob, Pine Knob and Mt. Holly

skl arcas arc owned by another
Team Rust member, Joe Kosik, Jr.

And over Christmas she partlei-
pates in two three-day raclng camps
at Alpine Valley, which are run by
Bobble Vial, who runs ski camps all
over the country. Deseriblng the
camp, Uhley says, “You run gates,
they make videos of you and you get
a lot of coaching. it really helps me
for the season, glves me things to
work on."

When she’s not racing or tralning
or ski patrolling, Uhley keeps In
shape by runnlng and aerobics. If all
this sounds Nke a lot of work, consid-
er that Uhley also teaches nutritlon
at Wayne State and has a 2-year-old
son. But regardless of her busy
schedule she's not about to glve up
raclng. “It's great,” she says. “It
makes skiing more challenging.”

Ski clubs add to

Continued from Page 7

“You make games up, get students
having fun. We have a lot of engi-
neers in this club (originally started
by Ford employecs, membership In
the Thunderblrds and in all the clubs
Is now open to everyone) and you try
to teach them to ski, they want to
analyze it.

S0 we have them do something
absurd, like make the slopplest turn
they can, They fall —literally — out
of their englneering mode and begin
to have a good time."

Besldes the skl school, the Thun-
derblrds offer a Beginner's Weckend
every January up at the Schuss/
Shanty Creek resort In Bellaire, with
more than 800 members participat-
ing. The three-day package includes
lodging, Wft tickets, dirmer, two
breakfasts and several partles as
well as lessons for between $185 and
$215 (dcpendlng on accommoda-
tions).

According to Bill, this Is the ideal
Initlation. “We get a bunch of people
started on the slopes early In the sca-
son up narth and if they like what
they learn, they can joln our weckly
lessons at Mt. Brighton.'

Other weekend offerings Include
trips to Boyne Mountain, including
an end-of-the-season St. Patty's Day
Camlval, which includes condo lodg-

Ing, Uft tickets, dinner, breakfasts
and “parties, partics,” parties!™ for
between $160 and $180,

With well-priced ski weekends, ski
weeks, and ski nights offered by onc
club or another almost every day of
the winter season there Is the oppor-
tunity to try slopes In every area of
the state, as well as out west, out
cast and as far away as New Zca.
land. For the Thunderbirds, thls was
the destinatlon of their most memo-
rable trip of the year, which they
made in August.

“New Zealand has a very rugged
terraln,” recalls BlI. “There were no
gondolas to take you up the moun.
taln, Just a ittle bus creeping up
these windlng switchback roads with
no guard rails. You ski at the very
top ~ about 300 feet of vertlcal foot.
age. But it's not crowded. They
might have 600 to 1,000 sklers in a
day.. Compare that to Vail with
40,000 In one day."

“Besldes the tack of crowds, the
cost of the trip was another entice-
ment, Our $1,800 included round-trip
ajr fare, several days In Honoluly,
hotels, plus two weeks of touring In
New Zealand and extras like white

. water rafting and bungy Jumping off

2 143-foot high bridge In Action, New
Zealand, “It was abselutely the most
Incredible experlence ever,” says
Bl
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Other forms of fun

Not everyone likes to ski, and most resorts aro accommodat-

ing, offering

g courses and

trails, it's

good to check cut your route before setting out, as this family

does at Caberfae Ski Resort.

the fun when you hit the slopes

in addition to skling around the
globe, the Thunderblrds offer a
smorgasbord of non-skilng activitles
throughout the year — golf outings,
ball games, eanoe trips, racquetball
and partles every month, It Is
cnough to attract a number of non-
skiers who just want to get in on the

un.

“'I really hate winter sports,” says
Ann Winslow, a divorced women in
her 50s. “1 tried the Beglnners Week-
end and fell al) over the place. But I
like the people in Thunderblrds so
much. They have plenles in the sum-
mer and boating trips. And in the fall
there's a square dance and hayride.
There’s just so much to do.”

Smaller than the Thunderblrds,
but no less enthusiastic, is the G.M.
Club with about 800 members, most-
ly in Oakland County. Marllyn
Green, a retired schoolteacher from
Bloomficld Hllls stresses that “we're
open to anyone who shares our Inter-
ests. You don’t have ta be a skler to
enjoy the benefits.” G.M. has a high-
er percentage of singles than some
of the other clubs, which has earned
It a reputation for having a good
time,

“We throw the best parties of any-
one,” says Green, “and they’re open
to any club In MDSC. So are all of
our trips,” Llke the Thunderbirds,
G.M. has a very hull calendar with

subsidized lessons at Plae Knob in-

January and February and three
weckend clinles at Schuss/Shanty
Creck.

The clinlcs include lodging, break-
fasts, Jift tickets, cross country ski-
Ing, elght hours of instruction and
Saturday night banquet and Warren
Miller (the crazy guy who skis off
cliffs) party,’a llve band, free beer
and wine, door prices, pool and hot
tub.

“Those hot tubs turn Into great
parties," says Green. All this for a
mere $180, double occupancy and
even less, $130, for *foursomes,
Green stresses that children are wel-
come to join the weckend elinlcs at a
reduced price.

G.M. also offer plenty of far-flung
skiing opportunitles — Blue Moun-
tain In Ontarlo; Jackson Hole, Wy.;
Keystone, Colo.; Sun Valley, ldnho
and Courmayeur, Italy. Green, an
avid skier, plans her winter schedule
around the ski trips.

“I'm not going to Keystane this
year. My first trlp will be to Shanty
Creek, then Jacksen Hole. I may go
to Shanty in February and then, of
caurse, to Italy. And then, Sun Valley
in April. Weli, I might take a FAM
trip too.” (That's a freebie offered by
different ski resorts to ski club
members to famlliarize them with
the facilitles.) Green adds wistfully,

"This will be the first tme I've
missed Aspen in years.”

Such passion for skiing is typlcal
of ski club members and often In-
fects entlre familles. Like Livonla's
Marlo and Joyce Gallndo and thelr
Children, Brian, 13 and Andrea, 10.
‘They are four of the 150 members of
the Livonla Skl Club and, In splte of
the expense, they skl as much as
they can.

“The club docs a famlly ski trip
every year. This year it's at The
Homestead. It's so speclal because
they have special races just for the
kids — one race just for fun and then
a wide, slalom course. We time the
klds and make videos to show them
tater. There's an awards night and
every kid that participates gets a
trophy.” -

The Gallndos jolned the Llvonta
Ski Club seven years ago and Brian
and Andrea Galindo have been skling
since they were 8 and 3. “My hus-
band grew up skiing in Bollvia," says
Joyce, “and he said If we were going
to ski we should join a club. We
wouldn't ski at all as a family if it
weren't for the ski club.”

Though all of the larger elubs wel-
come children and offer specla) dis-
counts for families, some of the
smaller clubs are more speclfic
about thelr ip. S

aklers over the age of 21,

Up untll recently, any skier that
married had to leave the elub, but
because of 50 many weddings within
the club membership they declded to
change the by-laws, A younger club
with a reputation for apres-ski par- .
ties Is the Skiwls with an age range
of 25-35. There are also the Ski Prix,
Skinlks, Sk| Jets, Skl Dinks and a
couple dozen others In metro De-
trolt.

With so many clubs offering so
much skiing, not to mention tobog-
ganing, partylng, travellng, dancing
and hot tubblng, what's your excuso
for sitting In front of the TV, sipping
hot chocolate all winter?

For more Information about the
Metropolitan Detroit Ski Councll,
and thelr member clubs, call the
MDSC Hotline (313) 593-1188 and ask
for thelr 1990-1991 Ski Club Gulde,
how to find the club nearest you, ete.
The Guide lists the MDSC Soctal Cai-
endar, businesses that are reglstered
with the Council, and club trips,

Sample MDSC trips open to all
club members include a Dec. 7-9 in-
structional weekend and a Jan. 12-13
Race Weekend and 2 March 15-17
Spring Carnival, all at Bayne Moun-
tain; 2 Mld Winter Frolle Jan, 25-27

Singles, for example 1s o;rxn to single
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(CHRISTMAS AT CROSSROADS

at Schuss A Shanty Creck
and other events,

ALL 1990-91
SKI PACKAGES
up to 409% off

Jr. and Adult Ski
Equipment Packages
Customized for You!

ALL 1989-90
SKIS & SKI BOOTS
40%-70% off

SPECIAL PRE-SEASON SAVINGS:
* ALL SUNGLASSES-25% off

(REVO « VUARNET » OAKLEY » ZIARY)

* Ladies Roffe STRETCH PANTS

hare the magic, spirit and joy . in our enclosed ?avlllon. Vislt
of the holiday season with St.'Nick.'e Delight to dally per-
your family and £ of “An Old-Fashioned
Crosstoad :a musical revue for the
Shop the Village
Hear yotl;‘r fav?rlle
o g;w]ut e Village.

(Req. $139 NOW 599)
* CHILDREN'S SKIWEAR - 20% of
(Selecied styles)
* ALL SKI BAGS - $10 off
* ALL GOGGLES - 25% oft

Admission
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LOWEST SKI EQUIPMENT PRICES IN TOWN - GUARANTEED!

BONUS! WITH EVERY PURCHASE OF NEW SKIS,
YOU RECEIVE THE DON THOMAS PROMISE...$200
IN FREE SKI MAINTENANCE VALID FOR 5 YEARS!

Don U[omaz-

Sport aus)|

BLOOMFIELD PLAZA = TELEGRAPH AT MAPLE = BIRMINGHAM = 626.9500

LOCATED: just north of Flint off 1-475
Carpenter Road (Exit 11}, Follow signs.

For Information or group reservations, call (313) 736- 7100,
Sponsored by Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission

OPEN: NOV. 23 -

DAYS: THURS-FRI-SAT-SUN

TIMES: 3:30 - 9:30 PM*
Lights on a1 3:30 PM




