Snowboarders surf the slopes

By Pat 8chutte
slaff wrller

.Pat_Schutte, who coordinates
the snowboard school at Mt
Brighton Ski Area, grew up as
onc of those street wizards who
could take a small board with
rollers on the bottom and skate-
board like a champion, He moved
naturally to snowboarding, so his

* i{fe on the slopes parallels the his-

1ary of this growing winter sport.

11t all started out as’a picture in a
magazine. There was this shot of a
gy carving a turn through some
decp snow on a surfboard-like
‘plaything. It was just one picture,
but it was to foreshadow something
that hoa taken Michigan winters by
storm. .

,The pleture, published (n the win-
ter of 1978 in the now defunct Skate-
boarder magazine, inspired alterna-
tive-thrill enthuslasts from Detroit
tqthe UP,

I'was one of those enthuslasts,

:Snowboarding In the 1990s is an
accepted mega-million dollar sport,
Virtually all of the skl areas now ac.
commedate snowboarders by build.
Ing apecial ditch-llke runs called
“halfpipes" and allowing snowboard-
efs to ride the chalrlifts with the skl-
ers. Technology, adapted {rem the
skl industry, permits snowboarders
to travel as fast as skiers, and with
proper Instructlon, with Just as much
control. -

In Michlgan, skateboarders have
only six to seven months of good
skateboarding weather, so they have
taken to snowboarding with enthusi.

asm.
Davld Seelbinder, 27 of Ortonville,
has skatcboarded since the  late

1970s and Is now a snowboarding in-
structor at Alplne Valley in Mitford.
Also a skler, Seelblnder compares
the two sports.

.“With snowboarding you're al-
ways hitilng lumps, bumps, and
Jjumps, flylng around and having a
blast. It's Hike surfing tn the snow,”
he sald. “Skilng is up and down and
old."

Ben Knaak, 18, of Brighton is also
a skier-turned-snowboarder with a
skateboard background. He finds the
sport of snowboardlng to be much
more wide open than skling.

“I found that with skilng I couldn‘t
go the distance that I wanted to,
probably because I wasn't that
good,” sald Knaak, a top arca snow-
board competitor. “I iried snow-
boarding and found that it was the
sport for me. Skiing was limiting
- . . you had to go out West to get the
full affect. With snowboarding you
<an have a blast tn your own back-
yard.

Twelve years aga we dldn't have
the tuxuries that riders have today,
Wherever you wanted to ride, you
had to hike to get there. Skl areas
would have nathlng to do with snow-
boards back then. And the boards we
rode would erack up a Third World
boarder today,

My flrst board was a Snurfer (a
wooden, ‘water-ski-Jike econtraption
that in its very form

shoes. If we climbed through deep
snaw to “'catch a ride,” we ware two
pairs of socks with our tennis shoes,

The flrst board you could actuslly
purchase back then was a snappy,
pressed yellow plastlc verslon of the
skateboard we had so cheaply, and
crudely medified. We had to dish out
2 whole 60 bucks at Don Thomas
Sporthaus in Birmlngham for this
board. But once you had one, you
could hang out with the area’s top
riders,

In Michigan, snowboarding took a
dive when skateboarding suffered
it's first death in the early 1980s.

Many of the original riders had gone -

off to college, left the state Lo find
work, or headed to Colorado to skt. It
was as If someone had pushed the
pause button on Michigan snow-
boarding. And though it lald dermant
for a couple of years, everyone who
knew the thrill first hand also knew
that snowboarding would become
the popular spart that it is today.

Snowhoarding has given the skl in-
dustry a shot of adrenallne. For the
first tlme in the history of skiing in
North America, ski areas allow a
new recreational tool on thelr runs.
Sleds, toboggans, inner tubes, rolled
up sheets of plastic. Yeu can name a
bunch of snow gadgets, but none of
them have been allowed at ski arcas
other than in special events.

y
was the grandfather of the snow-
board) with a sk ¢ deck,

g has created more
excitement and enthuslasm due to
the diff

minus the wheels, mounted on top,
The . bindings consisted of rubber
garbage can straps or bent metal
hooks with athletic tape for padding.

If we were dropping down a steep,
gravel-faced gorge In a sand pit dur-
ing the summer, we wore tennis

Ski Patrol offers
hands in time of

Continued from Page 7

stings. As well as first 2id and
CPR, the ski patroller must pass
courses in skiing proflciency, tobog-
gan handling (for transporting in-
Jured sklers down blll and aerial 1Uft
evacuation {mostly due to fatlures to
get on and off chair, lifts properiy).

The injurics Heinz sces today are
different from those he saw 21 years
age. “Back then It was leg and ankle
Injuries, but now, with Improved
boots and bindings, we don't have
lower leg injuries as much as knce
injurles — 90 percent of injurles to-
day are knees.”

it ail this talk of injuries makes
you squeamish, Heinz stresses that
there are salety precautlons you can
take o reduce your risk:

® Take lessons. “Lessons get you
staried right, teach you how to turn,
how 1o stop and how to contral your
speed. With (mproved cquipment
and grooming of the slopes, it's casy
to ski fast and ski out of control.
Reckless skiing causes accidents.

® Check equipment. “Make sure
all your equipment is properly fitted
and that your bindings release prop-
erly”

® Dress properly. “Layer cloth-
ing for the most warmth and the

of the sport,” said Joe
Bruhn, general manager of Mt.
Brighton skl arca In Brighton. “We
promote snowboarding as If it were
just another aspect of skiing. We
rent boards, provide instruction, and
appreciate the people who come to
M. Brighton to snowboard.”

helping
trouble

least bulk.” Heinz still tikes wool
best for keeping moisture from the
body while providing warmth. “But
Thinsulate, Gorelex, all those newer
fabrics are OK too.”

# Be courteous. “Don’t stop In the
middie of the hill. When you enter
from the side, check up the hill for
alher skiers. And it there’s an acci.
dent, stay with the injured skier until
help arrives.”

[l you follow this advice, you can
be sure that Minnie Dole, wherever
he is. will approve of your skiing.
And if you still have an accident, do
nol despair. Your rust-colored res.
cuer will soon arrive,
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Snowboards have also taken a
firm hold on the retail skiing busi-
ness. “We see the people who came
In here Ia the 19703 and '80s to pur-
chase skateboard equipment and
they now to try out snowboarding,”
sald Bob Thomas, manager of Don
Thomas Sporthaus In Birmingham,
the store which played the lead role
In introducing skateboarding and
snowboarding to Michigan.

“Snowboarding's very popular
with the 10-24 year olds, but we're
alse starting to see quite a few ad-
venturous upper 20s and 30 year olds
giving It a wing.”

Bl Parent of Sun and Snow sports
in Ann Arbor has been in the snow-
board market for several yeara and
Is confident that snowboarding has
made a niche for Itself in the ski In-
dustry.

“Over the last several years we've
gradually Increased the lines of
snowboards we carry and are confi-
dent that this sport will malntaln its
popularity for many years to come,”
he said.

Some skicrs view snowboarders as
a nulsance, but most tolerate them.
Some look to the snowboard with cu-
rloslty. For these sklers, the snow-
board has opencd up a whole new toy
bax in a state that produces some of
the nation’s greatest skiers on some
of the nation’s smallest hills.

One skier who Is In the process of
picking up the sport of snowboarding
is Scott Hoag, 30, of Novl. Hoag, a
part-time  ski insiructor at Mt
Brighton, says that snowboarding
has brought some added excitement
to Detrolt area hllls,

“In this particular part of Michi-
gan the terrain is not typlcally chal-
lenging to an advanced skler,” he
sald, "Snowboarding has introduced
a different aspect so the local ter-
raln can now be consldered challeng-
ing”

K2 ski and snowboard representa-
tive Greg Stebbins of Petoskey
agrees. “It makes even the most
gradual run exeiting.”

Snowboarders might have started
as skiers, transplanted surfers or
windsurfers, but most have some
kind of skatcboarding background.
In coastal states, where skateboard-
Ing began, skateboarders can surf
when they're not skateboarding.
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Party time

After a morning of risking their necks on the slopes, many |
skiera like to a toke a break. In fact, ski parties are so
popular that many people who don'l even ski fove the |
lodges. And whatever you prefer, fancy dress or pufty par- |-
kas, there fa something for all tastes, This group of happy
downhlilers found their thrilis at the Winter Carnival at

Boyne Mountain,
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