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homes a year in the $150,000 to
$375,000 range.

Unlike some bulders, Jacobson
remains optimistic the boom times
of the past decade will retum.
“There are certalnly some nice
growth areas {remaining).”

JACOBSON SAID while new home
sales are down, there has been less
than a 5 percent decrease from last
year — hardly, he says, a reason to

panic.
“We're sltting back a blt," he ae-
knowledged, polnting to uncertaln.

Jacobson:

tles in the economy and in the Mid-
dte East, but closing up shop would
be a mistake. L

Interest rates are cxpected to
drop, he zald, and just because hous-
Ing values have dropped in the East
and West, doesn't mean the Midwest
will suffer as well.

There s not one houslng market in
the country, but many, Jacobson
sajd. What is happening In the East
and West, where property values
have been overvalucd, does not have
to spell doom for other areas of the
country.

Jacobson sald building has

changed since he chose [t as 2 carcer
meore than 15 years ago.

From the deep recesslon In the
carly part of the decade to the boom
time as the decade ended, from a
time when communitles welcomed
growth with open arms because of
the tax revenues, prestige and jobs
to a time when the slow-growth/no-
growth communitles shut the doors,
butlders have been on a roller coast-
er of aride.

Such a tumultuous decade would
have been to prediet,

of their own destinies, he sald. In-
stead thelr projects are aubject to
the sometimes capricious whims of
public oplnfon.

AND HE BELIEVES that moat of
these changes are unnccessary,

People {all to realize bullders are
much betler at what they do than
they were 2 decade ago, Jacobson
said, Wetlands restrictions, wood-
land protection, low density — most
of the rules communltics devclop are

Jacobson said,
Bullders are no longer thearulers

Y.
Ten years ago, it wouldn't be unu-
sual for a bullder to strip a lot of its

trees and squeeze every square foot
of home possible on 'it, Jacobson
said. “(Today} you'd be foolish to do
that.

“Builders are more sensitive than
they were in the past,” he sald. Peo-
ple want natural settings, they want
wetlands and woodlands - the less a
site is disturbed, the more the home
can be sold for,Jacobson sald.

When it comes down to what's
good for an area, bullders are a pret-
ty savvy group of people and they
know how to do their job, Jacobson
sald. Certalnly some builders are
careless, perhaps even reckless, but

Van Every defends today’s ‘better’ bui
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. A FULL-SCALE subdivision do-
velopment, he added, will take up to
two years after planning begins untit
the final home is bullt,

Van Every said nothing good has
come from the regulations and con-
trols, “It’s ‘all bad — It loads front
end costs,"”

vation where affordable houslng
can't be bullt,” Van Every sald. Peo-
ple have to ask whether the tradcoff
[s worth It, he said.

True, housing ts better today, but
when all Is sald and done, the buitd-
ings of yesterday are silll providing
excellent homes.

“All the subdivislons of 45 years
ago are still good, they're still func-

which then incrcases the assess
ments on all homes.

“It looks nice on a personal bal-
ance sheet to say I bought my house
for. $125,000 and now (t's worth
$250,000, but walt until the tax bill
comes."

BUILDERS ARE combating an

. unjustified Image problem, Van Eve-

Ty said. They're considered the bad

feeling we're dragging people out to
the developments.

“But we don’t create the people or
the market ~ we satlsly the need
that’s there,” he sald. “If we build a
subdivision and no one moved there,
all we could do Is sit there and look
atlt”

Van Every sald his Inductlon into
the hall of fame i3 an honor — be-

— because It casts him as a role
mode] for younger bullders, -
Although not something he has
sought over the years, Van Eve
sald he has accepted the mantle of
role model, Even before he won the
award, he sald he has always been
approachable to the younger mem-

‘'satisfaction in building homes

all bullders should not be judged —
and restricted — because of a few
bad apples,

The pendulum has swung from
“come here and bulld” to “go away,”
he said, and that doesn't benefit any-
onc. Jacobson predicted the slow-
growih/no-growth movement Itself
will yield to a more accepting time
once people realize that no growth
means no Jobs, no tax base, and most
importantly, the énd of asplrations
of owning a home.

“Without bullders, you're cutting
out the American dream,” Jacobson
sajd. B

lders

bersof e organlzatlon, .

By belng a reputable bujlder
méans more than being a role mode!
for young builders — It also means
talking to community groups about
bullding Interests and young people
about bullding and business In gener-
al. .

Minimum lot sizes Increases the tlonal, . guys In the development process. cause it shows his think
value of land, bullding regulations Beyond their impact on new devel-  “{No-growth proponeats) have the highly of him — and a responsibility
inflate the cost of building and the opment, the
permit process magnifles the time also impact existing housing. The }
WQW PWIEC;- he zaid. . high-cost new housing Increases the . ;
- “What we've done is created a sit- value of property In a community, .
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.
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“bullders may seek him out more, but  something, I've always been an open from
then Nosan sald he hopes he has al-  book,” he sald. “I would hope they
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*  GOLF COURSE HONESITES

*A gorgeous custom home
development featuring timeless
Country French Architecture

- Exquisite golf course views and
carefree condominium lifestyle

« Woaded homesites from $65,500.00

«Golf course homesites from
$88,500.00

+ 49 lots total - only 12 left in final

phase

625-1580

T480.9420
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