There’s a gender gap 6n the Supreme Court

"ber ‘seven times. Her blood was

THERE'S A gender up on the
Michigan Supreme Court.

Justlce Patricla Boyle and Chief
Justice' Dorpthy. Comstock - Riley
tend Lo stick together in upholding
tough prison sentences,

. They give two baslc reasons:
@ Their brothers are “Inventing
u.e authority” to reduce sentences: '
® In reviewing facts,.their broth-
ers look ‘at them “antiseptically,”
while the women dlssenters view
them from “a pro-vlcum stand-
int."
Two key cases come w mind,

SCOTT MILBOURN was convlet-
ed in Eaton County of breaking and
entering the resldence of his ex-girl-
friend with intent to maliclously de-
siroy property worth more . than
$100,

Majority rule: OK if it's

I'M GONNA HAVE to change my

plans, i
For years now I've figured that

someday, when I made enough mon-
ey to retire (well, when I'd worked
tong enough Lo retire), I'd take my

sinuses (and perhaps my wife) to Ari-

zona and spend the rest of my days.

wandering through the desert and -

putting wet sheets ‘up on the win-

. dows to keep the sandstorms. from .

grinding the varnish off the fumni-
ture.

+ But no morc Did you hear what
those people did? They voted not lo
give pnbllc employees 3 pald day off
in honar of Martin Luther King Jr.
The people, the voters, said no, Can
you belleve it?

All these sensitive zouls out there

. in sportaland apparéntly can't.
© Like
League, which (hreatened to move

the 'National Football °

Supreme " Court _guidelines say.
that, as a [irst offender, Milbourn,
then 20, deserved one to 2% years in
prison. In.April 1985 Circult Judge
Richard Shuster gave hlm 10 to 15
= quadruple the maximum. -

" "This young man has literally flts
of raae." Shuster sald, recommend-
‘protective custodial care” and
"mnnul bealth counseling” for (his
“‘extreme danger to'soclety,” .

In September the Supreme Court
voted 5-2 Lo adopt a new “princlple
of proportlonality,” matching prison
time to the serlousnesy of the crime .
and the background of the offender.
It set aside Mllbourn's sentence,
sending the.case back Lo Shuster (or .
re-sentenclng.

BOYLE WROTE the dissent,
dwelllng at length on the factual de-

the 1993 Super Bowl (one of Amerl-
ca's great holldays In its own right)
out of Arizona after the peaple voted
down a pald MLX Jr. hollday.

DOWN SQUTH, in the home of the

.Crim3an Tide, the Alabama faculty

senate passed a resolution urging the
schoal’s football team not to play In
the Ficsta Bowl, I invited, because
of the boorlsh actons of the cltizens
of the sovercign state of Arizona.
Virginia and Notre Dame had al-.
ready gone on record as being op-
posed to playing In the Flesta Bowl

Tim
Richard

talls.

Mllbeurn had Hved with the wam- .

an six weeks, but she booted him and
changed the locks — twice. Milbourn
sought a reconclllaunn Rebuffed, he
broke into hef vacant apartment
that night, - slashed ' her ' clothing,
bedding, drapes, - bathroom towels
and shower curtatns. He sprayed red

paint on the carpel and drapes,”

.broke an end lable and punched
three holes in the walls, Boyle wrote,
Qut on ball, Milbourn:threatened

- Jail

wdS Gladden
Golly bum, [ never knew jocks
were so sensitive,

BUT iT isn't just the :lcrold set
that is reacting.
The Eplscupal Church (uml
of with

in such an
phere.
And out n Seame, the Athletics

Congress voted to withhold TAC na-

tional championship meets from
any state -that doesn’t celebrate
MLK's natal day with a pald state
holiday,

atmos- "

gl ust a’
soupcon of conservatism around the
edges) says it's going ahead with Its
Phoenix convention next year, but It
won't enjoy it.

The Eplscos figure o cut back on
the frills, spend tess money than they
norm.:lly would and show those peo-

from our readers

Bank was
wasteful,
reader says

“To the editor:

The owners of the Melropolitan
Bank of Farmington ought to be
ashamed of themselves,

‘As an interested cltizen of the area
1 witnessed blalant wastefulness of

desks, chalrs, flles and many other
useful items belng crushed and man-
gled by the faws of a wreeklng m
chine.

Twas lol:dly frustrated, angry and
my cyes filled withtears since I
knew that the organization. I work
for could have made use of

these [tems could be bought — or
glven to people who could make use
of them? T do not undérstand thls to-
tal waste. .

1 guess people,” corporations and
businesses do now know about the
adage “waste not, want not.”

1,{or one, will ot patronize sucha’ |

company.
Shirley Ruder,
Farmiogton

Opinions are
to be shared

'Opinions and ideas are best
when shared wilh olhers,

Observer encourages its read-
ers 1o share their views wilh
others in the From Our Read-
ers column,

Submilting a fetter to the ed-
itor for publication is easy. Lel-
ters should be typewntien or
printed legibly and kepl 10 300

yiords. telters must be signead
and include the addlcss of the
sendor,

Namas will.be withheld only
far the best of reasans, and
the decision 1o do 50 will be
made by the editor,

Leiters should be mailed to:
the editor, The Farmington
Observer, 21898 Farmington

lhut it the woman didn't drop the
charges, he would send “lewd” pho-
tos of her to her family, co-workers
and frlends. Later he smashed the

- windshleld of her car; flatieped a

tire and (hreatened her new boy-
friend,
While Milbourn had no prior con-

. viction, Boyle noted he had been sus-

pended from school for fighting and
savagely attacked another Inmate in

Boyle accused the “majority of
viewing he facts 23 Milbourn’s
“overreacting - to the situational
siress of a lovers’ quarrel . , " She
and Riley felt the vietlm had becn
“terrorized.”

THE SECOND s the famous bas-
ketball score case, the second-degree
murder cenvictlon of Timothy

- him 100 {0 200 years.

6, 1940 u&L

Thursday,

(F}19A

Moore in 1985 for kliling his ex-girle
friend. Detrolt Recorder’s Judge Mi-
chael Talbot cou!d bave given Moore
life or a term of years. Talbot gave .

“A llfe sentence for ihis sort of .
crime allowed him to be reviewed
(for parole) In 18 years,” Talbot sald,

reasoning that with a 100-200 year

senteace Moore, 34, would dle before
he became eligible for parole. -

In Mxy of 1989, four Justices re-
Jected his reasoning, rullng Talbot
abused bls discretion. They virtually
accused Talbot of pandering to the
press and public for being “tough on
crime.”

Boyle wrote the dissent, attacking
the majerity reasoning as “misguid-
ed.” She noted that Moore shot the
woman twice, struggled through
three rooms of the house and stabbed

. nile record and bad

splazhed on walls 11 feet apart.
Boyle also sald Moore had threat-

ened the woman earller, had a juve-

three prior felo-
ny convictions, including armed rob- .
bery lnvolving forcible entry and
rape. L

Women do see lhlny_d.lﬂc;zqﬂy.

FOC'I'NUI'Et The women had
two male allies — Justice Robert -

. Griffin, who joined in the Moore case

dissent; and candidate Clark Durant,
who used these cases in his cam.
paign ads.

Talbot reduced Moore's sentence
o 50 years. Last week Shuster gave
Milbourn the {dentical 10-15 years.

“Tim Richard reports on the lo-
cal implications of state and re-
gional events. Lo

socially acceptable

_ple that getting a convcnllon doesn’t

necessarily mean big buc

“We've got to cat,” a spokeswom-
an for the group said, "but we don't
have to order all those drinks in the
bar or keep all those banquet’ halls
filled” . .

THEN SHE ADDED the coup de
grace: “Everyone is Interested in the
same thing — not punishing Arizona,
but determining how best to help Ar-
izona come .into the 2lst century

And that's’ what it’s all about.
We're gonna teach those cowboys to
be sensltive.

‘Arizona, "you see, did something
that' Is supposed to be what this
country is all about. Instead of a
bunch of politicians getting together

and establishing anolher paid holi-

day to honor a basically pclmcal fig-
ure mey put the question on the bal-

Thcy let the people decide. And
the people sald no.

Then all hell broke loose. The peo-
ple weren't supposed (o say no. It
wasn't soclally acceptable, it wasn't
a public endorsement of ethnle di-
versity, It wasn't a Nineties kind of
sentiment. It was, in short, insensi-

" tive.

ONE RESEARCHER blamed the
vote on the fact that there were two
questions on the ballot dealing with
the same issue and the voters were
confused.

“Arizona * voters wanted a new
paid holiday honoring Dr. King,” he
said, “but were not able to clearly
express themselves due to the way.

the baltot mulned two overhpplng Kt

questions.’

Bet me.

And the mayor of. Tucson, whose
city counci! voted to continue that
city’s observance of MLK's birthday
with a paid boliday, said officials

- shouldn’t try to get around the vo-

ter's declsion by legistative or execi-
tive action, but should send the ques-

* tion back to the voters.

*The peopie have spoken,” he said,
“Now they need to speak again.”

America, 1990. I love it.

A place where the volce of the
people is the rule of the land. As long
as the volce of the people says what
Is soclally acceptable. - |

-+ Jack Gladden is a copy editor
Observer & -Eccentric.

at the
Newspapers.

Her ‘Ace’ was above par

THE THOUGHTS OF ONE OF THE
MOST SENSITIVE

" HUMAN BEINGS THAT EVER

WALKED

By Yrud| Bllk‘.
speclal wrlter

George “Ace™ Blake, The Great
White Slicer, 72, sensational, irve-
placeable golfing husband of Trudi
Odelia Blake, Michigan's Odemaker
and quintessential father of Russell,
Kevin, Lorene, Suzanne and Philip
and grandfather of Alex Mike and
Kansas Katie played his 19th hole at
home Oct. 27, Lung cancer became
the Impossible Lic, and no wood or
iren’ could halt its insidious
onslaught.

Mr, Blnkc as a young man was

That's why the F: on

Road. Farmington 48336..

¢ Federal-Mogu) Corp,

. durlng Wurld War Ii, making marine

all of the abave ilems. ¢

Why wasn't someope notlfled that

A TRUNK SHOW OF

R ART TREASURES
= FROM THE OPPOSITE
R ENDS OF THE WORLD.

AMIRICAN SOUTHWEST,
EURQPLAN OL( WORLD.

FEATURING .
PERSONANY SELECTED) JESELRY,
POTTERY, SCULPTURE &

. HAND MADE JOURNALS,

DEC. 6,7, 8-
THURS., FRI. 10-9 ~
SAT. 10-5
(AR DLC. B AVAUABLE
- QY APPT)

WAULDRON DESIGN ASSO

122 W. MAPLE RD.
BIRMINGHAM, Mi
313/642-8004

(8
S Y P
Q%/rg v
5600 Walnut Lake Rd.

T -West Bloomfield
682-4300

. 1991
SEASONAL PROGRAMS

* Pre-paid Weekend
Tee Times

» Golf Outings

» Senior Select
Program

« Leagues
{Limited Amount Open)
Pro Sfiop open until
December 20th for

your Christmas Shopping.
(Weekiays)

rlnu and had the unique

Then he joined the Ma. -

guest column

Marine In our armed services, allon.

the same day.

"Ace” had a powerful swing in life
as well as in golf. To quote two neph-
ews, “Uncle George was a role mod-
el in a world where role models are
not casily found.” A top truck spe-
cialist who knew his preduct and
never ‘“oversold,” he slaved at
Dexter Chevrolet for 35 years as
truck manager and was recently as-
sociated with Wink Chevmlet n
Dearborn.

A Farmington Hil!s resident for 35
years, this charismatic Yankee
dle Daddy caddied for 25 cents a
game in the '30s at Riverside Club in
Berea, Ohio. On May 1, 1974, at a
Chevrolet Outing, “Ace” ' reali
evcry golfer's dream: He aced a

a soldier, a s:nllor :nd a

Gihz face (!Iurtam §hup

BRITISH MADE LACE

TURTAINS

ALSO CUSTOM:

+ Verticals
+ Spreads

* Shades
« Benches

+ Blinds
« Comices

« Drapes
* Hardware _

50% OFF

BOLT ENDS

« By tho Yard
« Reaty to Hang

15% OFF ALL LACE CURTAINS
« Véth Rod Pockat
+ 1o Soving

« Machine Wash & Dry

33216 Grand River
Farmington + Mon.-Sat, 9.5

(1 bik. East of Farmington Rd)

471

-2058

*Aemember Both Length & Width
Window Measuremenits -

' Thc symbol of true romance

Theeed na finer way to express your feelings than with
a pft of enduning beanty from Greenstopeh, W
extensve selection of taditional engapement sings and custo
diamond cres anons in stunnng gold and platinum settings.
Featured designs from $625.

(GREENS

CREATORS OF FINE JEWELRY

MOSTAN THKS Sa1tkosy 2 3103 30 Dieksba 151 B ) Tk Drcennn
SIH Ny WOom Wi AV Isisenast 5 THoos Naan Oy Masn

ture an

TONES

0422080

West  Bloomfield's

at
Baypointe Country Club.

Dr. Willlam Ritter, of Nardin
Park United Methodist Church' In
Farmlagton' Hills, rendered a warm
and insightful memorial eulogy on
Oct. 30, “Ace's” 73rd birthday,

ODE TO “ACE” .
THE GREAT WHITE SL[G-ZR .

No one on earth can take your place.’.
Our Dad our Rock, our Strength, our

Yau gave your life, your love, 80
much.
‘You left behind His Common Touch.
Contributlons in “Ace’s™ memory
may be sent to The Cancer Research
Program, Southfield Oncology Instl."
tute, 27211 Lahser Road, Southfield
8034, :

Editor’s note: Poet Trudi Blake,
a Farmington Hills resident, is
known as The Michigan Odemak-
cr. She and her late husband,

George, lived in the community 35

vears.

SKI SALE

FOUR DAYS ONLY NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 9th!

. ALL 1990-91

-SKI PACKAGES

up to 40% off
Jr. and Adult Ski

Equipment Packages
Customized for You!

ALL 1989-90 .
SKIS & SKI BOOTS
40°%%-70% off

SPECIAL PRE:SEASON SAVINGS:
* CHILDREN'S SKIWEAR - 20% OFF

Selected Styles By
TYROLIA - CB « HOT « GEAR
SKYR and PACIFIC TRAIL

* ALL SKI TOTES - S5 off
* ALL SKI BAGS - 510 off
* ALL GOGGLES - 25% ’o off

LOWEST SKI EQUIPMENT PRICES IN TOWN - GUARANTEED'

BONUS! WITH EVERY PURCHASE OF NEW SKIS,
YOU RECEIVE THE DON THOMAS PROMISE...$2OO
IN FREE SKI MAINTENANCE VALID FOR 5 YEARS!

Don Fhomas,-
LSlyort aus

BLOOMFELD PL/;ZA * TELEGRAPH AT MAPLE + BIRMINGHAM « 626-9500




