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Collision at Metro Airport

Cause of crash sought

Continved from Page 1

cy measyures .were carried out, and
under whose direction, affer it hap-
pened,” Blackwell said.

Spokesmen for Wayne County Ex-

- Dan Kerber, deputy dircctor of
nitport operations, * said response
vax swift. Ruscue efforts, however,

ve been compounded by the ccuuvc Edward- McNamara, the
ICTRency crew re- - ma for air-
ported they were unable to see the pon operations, said the move was a

buening DC-9 for as long as 30 sec-
onds after first responding 10 the
Jess seyerely damaged 727,
Concerned “with what he termed
an appearance ‘of unclear autherity
irgairt in the moments after
caunty commisston Chalr-
man Aribur Blackwell, D-Detroit,
formed an ad hoe commisslon com-
. niltee to investigate the crash.
“My eoncern is not only that the
tagedy oceurred, but how emergen-

surprise.

“I den’t know anyane who had any

question about authorlty,” Deputy

- County Exccutive Michael Duggan
said.. "Ed’ McNamara was In com-
mand the whole way.”

The executive had drawn praisé
for his handling of the incldent from
Northwest chalrman Al Checchi who
satd he “'particularly appreciated the
leadership” MeNamara and his stafi
exhlbited,
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METRO CRASH AFTERMATH
Disaster readiness put to test
Emergency units respond to crash

Continued from Page 1

Most paticnts were treated and re-

leased for burns, cuts, brulses and ..

other minor §njurles, 0'Dowd said.

‘Two viclims, including a co-pilot
from the DC-9 that took the brunt of
the collision, were taken to Garden
-City Osteopathic Hospital.. North-
west Identilied the first officer from
that planc as Jamés Schifferns, 43,
of Spokane, Wash.

Four peaple were taken lo Heri-
tage Hospltal in Taylor and one, a
pregnant waman suffering from
smoke inhalation, was treated and
released at Oakwood Hospital, Dear-
born.

Disaster training was “fresh in the
“minds”. of Annapolis staffers, who
went through an emacgency pre-
paredness dril Oct. 13, one of two
such drills each year, said Cassandra
Speir, acting director of nursing.

“WE HAVE a plan (dubbed Code
11) that involves the entire staff —
trom physictans ta orderlies,” Spelr
said.

Among the first steps is for secre-
tarles to call In additlenal staff, ac-
cording to Speir.

Call-ups Included five emergency
room physicians, 15 at{ending physi-
clans and 30 additional nurses, she
sald.

. “The afternoon shift was called to
.come in carly, Others came in with-
out being called, when they heard
about {the crash).*

Garden City Oslcopnthic got the
fiest call to.prepare for victims at

Ware an oy e

Where the
‘injured
were
treated

3

' {; Dotroit Metro
Airport

2.05 p.m., about 20 minutes after the -

colllsion. said hospital spokesman
Mitchell Nimmoor. Nimmuor said
the hospital follows a natignal disas-
ter procedure and went through a
drill about a month ago.

The 17 southeastern Michigan fire
departments that are part of a re-
gional mutual aid pact all sent res.
cue vehicles Lo the Romulus airport.

EMS .vehicles and private ambu-
lances from Livonla, Westland, Gar-
den  City, Plymeuth, - Plymouth
Township, Canton Township, Red-
ford Township and Farmington Hills
began arriving at the airport within
a haif-hour of the collision. .

Frank Felts, Garden City fire
chief, estimated that there were
“probably over 100 (EMS) squads™
on the alrport -grounds ready for
transportation of victims,

Although many EMS crows were
eventually sent back to their-com-

munities, the large call-up was nec-
essary, fire ofticials said.

“When we got the first phone call,
the information was that there were
two planes and a potential for more
than 200 (victlms),” sald Richard
Marinueci, Farmington Hills fire
chiel.

A 48.member Hazardous Materi-
als Feam, including two representa-
tives from each of 24 area fire de-
partments, was also “called lc the
scenc, Marinucci said, .

TEAM MEMBERS recejve special
training for fighting fires involving
toxic or flammable chemicals such
as jet fuel.

Marinueei said it was the first
time the team has responded to an
incident at an airpors.

Staff writers Joonne
iszeteska,” Leonard  Poger’
LeAnne Rogers contrbuted
this story. '

‘Mal.
and
te

. Garden City Osteopathic
Twa transported fa the hospital. One
was treatod and relvased and the oiher
adminted.

" 2. Horitage Hospilat, Taylor
Four transported to hospital. Two wore
admitted, ono was taken lo anothet
*haspital find the athior was reated and
refonsed.

3.U-M Medical Conter -
Admifted Iwo burn victim:
transtersred from Annnpolrs Hospial
n Wayne. .
4. Oakwood Hospital Dearborn
One patient taken 1o the
hospial, treated and
reloased.

5. Oakwood Annapolis Hospital, Wayne
16 ransported to hospital,
Fourteen ware treated and
released.

Bum Unit, Ann Arbor

High profile
for N'west

Unlike 1987, when Northwest Air-
lines personnel generally avoided
contact with airport officials and the
media, representatives of the Minne-
apolis-based airlines new ownership
100k a high profile in the aftermath
of Monday's jet crash.

Perhaps in sn effort 10 Improve an
already-battered “company image,
company public relations director
Bob Gibbons flew to the scenc the
afteranon of the crash and company
chairman Al Checchi arrived the
next day, meeting with stalf and
crash survivors,

Wayne County Executive Edard
McNamara, sharply critical of
Northwest's response to the crash of
Flight 255 in 1987, said he'was more
pleased with Northwest's rcsponse

_ thistime.
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Meyer Jewelers Announces The Arrival of:
The ARTCARVED Collection of
| Wedding Rings

Itsa Beautlful Beginning!

Creamng ndmge moarents o diensh s beata tademark ot Mever jewdes
| and nCaned, who together e over 2000 vens of collevine bredal jewedn

Mever Jowelers now atters . estasive colloction of ACased wedding rngs
Tinseess dasstes enquisiteh landerittod watha beanty that lases a lifeume und
it e hiowitig sour e s bached b e saunt of e Meyer pronnse
of puarnteed sustiction”

Come s ol newdy explnded brodad eweln department featisomi oud new i
of AnCaned wedding nngs’ Make this Chinstnns 3 moment o remember!

USEYOUR MEYER JEWELERS CHARGE WITH (% INTEREST
AND NO PAYMENTS UNTIL FEBRUARY

MeyerJewelers
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