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. A tale of warm breezes and cool rum in
Jonés '

“Tis the
season —
to shop

“I would kill to dn that at Chrlsl-
mastime!™

I heard the volcc through my off- -

ice door. It was my {ricnd Nora star-
ing at a press release from Hamil-
ton, Milter, Hudson and Fayne Trav-
el Corporation In Seuthficld.

1t read “New York Pre-Hollday
Shopping Spree” and went on to de-
scribe onc-day Irips on Pan Ameri-
can to New York City, with transfers
to Macy's. Fortunately, some were
already over and some were sold out

but there was still space Dec. 6, 12

and 13, leaving at 7:30 a.m. and get-
ting back at 12:45 a.m. for $129.to
§149.

1 staried 1o say, 'call ‘your travel
agent,” but she held up her hand. “I
could get there but I couldn't afford
to shop,” she moaned. "Oh my God,
foak at this. Chocolate!™

She picked up the ad and read It |

aloud: “If you love chocolate, you'll
love Hershey's Chocalate World visi-
tors center in Chocolate Town USA.”
That’s Hershey, Pa,, home of Her-
shey chocolate.

That's when | found out about sho-
poholics and what they go through at
Christmastime.

“I love to shop,” she sighed, “Even
if I buy a pat at K mart I fee} better,
because 1've bought something, But
we're on a budget and my husband
tock away my credit card. This year
1 can only shop by catalog or over
the phon

There shc vas, a shopoholic with a
glut of Christmas shopplng opportu-

nities in front of her and no credit’
card. We threw out the brochure .

from AAA Travel Agency for a De-
cember shopping trip to European
Christmas markets in Germany and
Austria, and the invitation to spend
$1,350. roasting chestnuts in'the Ritz
1 nleLln Londan, England.
“Can you travel a tittle if you
don't shop?"” I asked.

“As long as I don’t go too far and it
doesn’t cost much,”

I lifted a bright yellow bmchurc
that said: “Santa Claus Train Rides

A group of school kids perch atop a pile of huge cannon balls at El Morro fortress.

Puerto Rico

By by Noreen Flack
statl writer

It's haed to determine whether
Puerto Rico is actually the para-
dise island L.remember it to be or if
it was the tremendous consumption
of well-aged rum known to the
Pucrto Ricans. that somehow has
blurred my memory.

Needless. to say, a few rum
drinks blended with tropical fruits
in a tall glass sporting an umbrella
is enough to send anyone off into
the palm tree breezes of the Carib-
bear and at least a few merry-
making nights out.

For years, Puerto Rico has been
a-major exporter of rum. Last
year, nearly 85 percent of the rum
sald “In -the United’ States came
trom Puerto Rico. _

1 enjoyed several tours of vari-

- ous distilleries, which have a histo-

ry all their own including pirate
tales and origins of drinks. Call the
distillery (Bacardi, Barrilito, Boca
Chlca, Captaln Morgan, Castitlo,
Don'Q., Palo VieJos, Ron Boy, Ren
Liave, Ronrlco and Ron Superior)

.You can also call the Puerto Rico

Tourism Co. toll-free from Michi-
RAn to reserve a tour or for cther
{nformation: (800) 223-6530.

I wasn't only the walting rums
that enchanted me with the island.
The tranquility of Puerto Rico of-
fered, among other. things, the per-
fect sunset, allowing me to forget
about the chaos I left on my office
desk back home.

Like all Caribbean islands, the
fmost important thing to do in Puer-
to Rice is 1o find a cozy spot on the
beach and capture the magic of the
ocean, Vendors line the shore with
their wares while bronze bodies
s0dk up the rays. The sand (s as
warm as it comes and there's noth-
tng better than a barcfoot stroll
along the coast before dinner.

Like all Caribbean
islands, the most -
important thing to do
in Puerto Rico is to find
a cozy spot.on the
beach and capture the
magic of the ocean.

live sn metropolitan San Juan,

Spanish is the official language
and mnst Puerto Ricans know at
least some English 50 you can usu-
ally get your message across.

I was amused by one traditlon
that seems to remain intact: Street
workers would practice their mid-
alternoon siesta and drop to the
‘pavement of under a tree, it didn't
seem to matter where, for a qulek
nap,-and. as’temperatures rose;-a
siesta didn't seem like.a bad I:len
for me either as I tried to catch fhe -
slgmsm the xslnndshcal :_

1 took a 90-minute ride across
the island {rom San Juan to Ponce
one day, The ride journeys through
a -utopian-like’ btast' of dramatic. |
mountain scenery  and pc:lr:('hl
countryside.

I didnt gcl a chance to see lh'e
Yungue rain forest, 35 miles cast 6f
San Juan in the Luguillo Moun-
tains. The rain forest has become o
popular visitor site in the past few
years. It roams for 28,000 acres
and is the only tropical rain-forest
in the U.S. Forest Service.

Ponce, Puerto Rico's second
largest city was even more tram-
quil than San Juan. The cily park
and shops are clustered together
making downtown an easy stroll
through the cobblestoned streets.

E gained nearly 10 pounds while I
was.in Puerto Rica, even though I

The island cradles a i
of 3.3 mlllion, one million of whom
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Light festival adds sparkle to Christmas

Through Wine Country.” The third By Nickl and Harold Chodnot!
..anaual -.Santa Claus trec-Culling  gpecial writer
teains leave K on the Lake

Shore & Chicage Railway for the
Ronamego Tree Farm, a few miles
wost of Paw Paw, where you can cut
your own Christmas tree,

The trains leave Paw Paw at 9:30
am. and 1.30 pm. Dec. 8, 9,15 and
16, with a special 4 p.n. teain Dec. 7.
Fares are $17 for adults, $7 klds un-
der 12, children under 2 are free.
The tickel includes hot apple cider,
hat choenlate, doughnuts and snacks
aboard. It costs $25 for the Christ-
mas tree, which s mechanically
baled, tagged and delivered to the
train for the return home. Call (616)
6577037 for more information.

There are a lot of Christmas activ-
ities where you can avold shopping if
you pass the craft tables blindfolded.
Check Interlochen at (616) 276-6230
far musical events through the sea-
san.

“Here's one for lots of ho-ho-ho's
at Grand Traverse Resort,” she said
And thep she saw Il An ad for a
“Pawer Shoppers' Weekend.” “It's
all right, that onc Is over,” 1 said
hastily. 1 didn’t want any shepoholic
{ainting in my office.

It costs §2.50 to see the new holi-
day lascr light show, a 20-minute
spectacular’ performed at Grand
Traverse, You can also ride horse
and stelgh-complete with fingle bells.
Call_toll-free {800) TRAVERS for
ather activities galng on in lhc re-

gion.
Cleser to home, there is, of course,
Dicken’s Christmas "Carol at

Meadowbrook Theater or an 8:30
p.m. performance Dec. 7 and 15 at
the Hibbard Tavern bed-and-break-
{ast in Mllford. Admisslon Is $15 in-
cluding refreshments.

You can go to Teledo lo sce the,

Lights Before Christmas displny
through Jan. 6 in the Zoo, Christmas
by the River through Dec. 30 at the
Wolcott HouseMuscum Complex,
.Children's Wonderland through Dec.
30 at Lucas County Recreatton Cen-
ter and Hollday Traditions through
Dec. 30 at Ritter Planctartum. Sho-
poholics can't get ln too much trou-
ble there.

Communities across the country

may be setthng down for a tong win-
ter’s pap, but not Wheeling, W.Va
They have {flicked the switch and

turned on the lights for the annua)

“Festival of Laghts.”

What started in 1985 as a way 19
relive end-of-the-year doldroms dur-
rved winter, months
'd into Americi's largest

70 major lighted dis-
acarly 300,000 visitors
ugh February in  downtown
Wheeling and Oglebay {pronounced
O-gul-bee) Park.

Visltors are grected by lighted
sidewalk trees. storefront r.h~pms
and 250 giant lighted snowllakes, |
ing downtown businvss-area str
More than 40 giant lighted displays
are seen throughout the city

A kick-off celebration perform.
ance got the Festival rolling Novem-
ber 15, followed on Nosember 16 by

What started in 1985 as a way lo relive.
end-of-the-year doldrums during
tourist-starved winter months has
escalated into America’s largest light

festival.

the annual LILJNI]L‘ huhd-s) parade.
All floats must be lighted

S > Festival's lncepﬂon ce-
nd artists such as the
Janie Frickie, Willard Scott
and Loretta Lynn have appeared in
Wheeling during the light show. .

In Oglebay Park, more than
400,000 multicolored holiday lghts
glow from dusk until Il p.m. through

Jan, 30 and on_ weekends mrouxh.

February.

The free driving tour runs !or sev-
‘en miles through the city-owned
thih-acre park, which 32

four new designs for 1v90,

Lighting is not limited to displays.
Selected landscape vistas, historical
buildings and natural tree groupings
on the property are bathed or out-
lined by twinkling hotiday lights.

Downright giddy with excitement,
visitors view jumbo-sized breathtak-

ing exhibits like tumbling. teddy -

bears or the Stars and Stripes behind
Miss' Liberty, and believe in Santa
and the sugar plum fairy again.
Jaded, sophisticated spectators turn
into children once more.

gt highted displays that include

Ploase turn to Page 8

Wheeling, W.Va., proclaims its Fesiival of Lnghls with sparkling
style. The annual tight display atiracts visitors from acrosa the
country.

Holiday excursions offer something for everyone

You can see them from an old-
fashioned steam train. You can see
n from a Victorian village. Any-
way you look at it, you'll see lights in
Ironl of your eyes at Crossroads Vil
lage through the ¢ad of the year.

Christmas at the Crossroads lights
up the sky near Flint from 330 Lo
9.30 p.m. Thursdays through Sundays
unti! December 30. The Huckleberry
Railroad leaves on its first dauly run

“An Qid-Fash-
will be performed
several | times cach day in the
Colwel) Opera lHouse, and locud
choirs and organlsts will provide
music in the Coldwater Chapel.

The General Store will be well-
stocked for holiday shopping and the
village's official U.S. Post Office will
be open to hangdle the thousands of
cards mailed by visitors every year
Each card I5 hand-canceled with the

Skiers interested in braving the slopes
of Colorado and Utah are invited to
participate in upcoming ski trips
offered by the Traveling Teachers of

Detroit.

distinctive Crossroads cancellation,
Handprinted cards are also available
s the Vellage Print Shop.

St. Nick and Frosty the Snowman
will be on hand to visit with the chil-
dren. The whale family will enjoy
rides on the village's gorgeous 1912
Parker Carousel and horse-drawn
wagon rides through the gaily deco-
rated streets. .

Informal bulfel Christmas diancrs
are served at the adjacent Mott

Farm, and reservatjons can be made
by caliing (313) 736-7100.

Tickets, which include admission
to Crossroads Village and & 25-min-
ute excursion aboard the Huckleber-
ry Railroad, are $5.95 for adults,
$4.95 for seniors 60 and up, and §3.95
for children 4-12. Chlldren under 4
are free.

Crossroads Vlllngc is just north of
Flint. Follow 1-475 off elther 175 or
1-69 10 Exit 11. For additiona) infor-

mation, call Genessee County Parks
at (313} 736-7100 betwceen 8 am.-5
p.m. weekdays.,

Christmas  celebrations like this
are lighting.up the world all over
Michigan, The Sinterklaas celebra-
tion-Is tn Holland through Dec.16.
There's an Old-Fashioned Christmas
in Battle Alley, Holly, Fridays and
Saturdays through Christmas Eve.

Other Christmas (estivities jn-
clude the Christmas Carnival Hall
through Dec. 18, A Christmas Can-
diewalk in Flushing and a Dow Gar-
dens Christmas Walk in Midland
Dec. 6 & 7, Christmas at Courthouse
In Charlotte Dec. 9, Christmas at the
Binder Park Zoo In Battle .Creek
Dec. 1223 and Dec. 26-30.

There's a Christmas Fantasyland
Traln Ride In Bridgeport Dec. 21-23,
celebrations at the Nature Center in
Kalamazoo weekends through Dec.
23 and the Festival of Lights In Ypsi-

Janti thraugh Dec. 3t.

Ski Trips

Skiers interested In braving the
slopes af Colorado and Utah are in-
vited to participate In upcoming ski
trips offered by the Travhling
Teachers of Detroit. The primary
purpose of Traveling Teachers of
Detroit is to develop ski trips;that
coincide with the vacation schedules
of school districts in the M:u-o De-,
troit area. However, you need not be
a teacher to participate, and both
adults and children are welcome on
ali trips. Upcoming tripsare:  ©

@ Dec. 28-Jan.4 ($599 per peryon),
New Year's Week in Salt Lake Cﬂy
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