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Farmington roller skater 4th in world

.By Dan O'Mur-
alatf writer

. 'Steven Findlay of . Farmington
* thought his first trip to the world
. champlonships 1n roller skating
would be L get-the-feet-wet opportu-
nity.

But it was much more than that.

Findlay did far better than cxpected, .

finishing fourth ina field of 32 con-
testants in world class men's figures.

The 20-year-old Findlay, a 1998

graduate of Farmingten  High
Schoal, actually ted for third during
the late-October . competition In
Hanay, Germany, but. lost a tle-
breaker and just missed winnlog a
.medal. .
“Generally, if it's your first year
over, the polltics are so heavy no
matter how you skate you end up
-eighth,” Findiay said.

- "It was very gratifylng to be
fourth, yet disappointing to be s0
.closé to breaking ‘that barrier. It's

parallet with lee skating, 80 it's not .

" really lny dlllerenL It's just to be
. expected.

EE[NG A first-time qualifier for *

the worlds and a lesser-known

skater, Findlay was surprised tofln:

" ishashigh as he dld,
. I knew I had a good chance to do
well,” he said, “but I dldn't expect

the politics to work that well for me, .
-1 thought I could be in the top six.

The politics worked for me to get
fourth but not well enough to get
third."

Making those kind of inroads in his ~

first attempt bodes well for Findlay
in the future, and his long-time

- coach, Bud Patton, believes he defl- -

nltely has one,
The United States and newly
crowned- world champion, Justin

“Bates of Flint, also Is coached by

Palton. But, at age 25, hls ablity nad
career are more advanced than
Findlay.

“He u probably the U.S. future In
men's {lgures,” said Patton of hla

younger pupll. “He's the heir appar- .

enl

“Justin' will probably skate one
more year, and the Steve will take
aver. Obvlously, it’s not that cut and

- dried, but he’s that sirong. I-expect

he'll give the world champ a run for
hls money {next year).””

© FINDLAY WILL compete in the
Olymplc Sports Festival in May and
have another go at Bates and the na-
tlonal and world titles later in the
year. The -1891 .worlds’ will take
place in Sydney, Australia.

"“To break the political barrier the

" first year puts you in good position

for the world championshlp the pext
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Jon Fitzpatrick {left) gets set to pass over Redford Union play-
er Steve Zimbalatti, The Falcons lost the game 80-53,

Kettering.

uted 17 points and cight rebounds,

by Hight.

19 In the fourth quarter.

rebbunds,

Harrison cagers
defeat Captains

Instde scoring and perimeter defense made.the difference Friday as
Farmington Hiits Harrison took its flrst victory, 66-57, over Waterford

Paul Glivydls, a 6-foot-7 junlor, scored 19 polnts, grabbed 14 rebounds
and bad three hlocks for the Hawks. Senlor forward Andy Smith contrib-

The Hawks also got strong defense late in the game (mm guards Roy
Granger ‘and Dan Hight. Waterford Kettering's Tad Smith scored 23
points, but he was nem Lo only one shot down the stretch when guarded

Harrison led 10-5 after one quarter nnd pushed (ts lead to 24-18 at
halftime. The Hawks clinched the outcome by outscoring the visitors 23-

The Hawks enjoyed a 50-24 rebounding advantage. Forward Andy
Fitzpatrick, who had nine points, also helped on the boards with nlne

“We're o young team and still feeling our way," Harrison coach Mike
‘Teachman sald. “'We're getting a better job done from support players.”

_ politics are so heavy

‘Generally, if I!'i your
first year over, the

no matter how you
skate you end up
eighth. it was very
gratifying to be fourth,
yet disappointing to be-
8o close to breaking
!hat barrier.”
— Steven Findlay
world-class roller skater

year,” Findlay said. “For anybody ln

the top 4-5 places, if they've been -

there once, Lhe judges really begin to
take notice.” B
“This Is my third year In world .

class and Hrsl time at worlds. It waa
Justin’s eighth year In world class
and fourth at the worlds.” .
Findlay accomplished his original
goal, the one he set for himself at the
beginning of the year, when he fln-
ished third in national competition

By Kea! Zipser
staff writer

Most basketball teams must play
32 minutes of solid basketball to win
a game, but Redford Union proved
that 24 minutes s good enough,

Desplte not scoring in the first and
the last four minutes of the game,
the Panthers cvened their record at

- 1-1 with a 80-58 victory Friday over

host Farmington,
-‘The Panthers also were able to

7 offset thelr 45 percent free throw

shooting (14-31), thanks mastly to the
Falcons' horrendous field goal shoot-
ing in the first balf (18 percent).

It was a matchup of two teams
who knew each other well after play-
Ing one another during the summer
league. Even though several of the
players developed friendships,. that
relationshlp was forgotten at the ti-
poff as a total of 42 fouls were called
in the game.

*“We respect Farmington and were

. worrled about them comlng into the

game because we knew how compet-
itve they were by playing. them In
the aummer league,” RU coach Tip
Smathers said. " “Fortunately, we
were taller and rebounded well.”

“THIS GAME meant more be-
cause we have played them before,”
said senlor guard Jon Fitzpatrick, -
who led the Falcons with a game-
high 18 points. “We know thelr play-
ers, thelr plays — it's like a practice
game. We have a problem with keep-
ing our intensity up and need some-
body to step up. I tried to be that
person tonight.”

Farmington coach Bob Kaump
thought the Falcons would win.

“We had two real good practices
and I thought we'd be ready tonight,”
he sald, “We gave a tremendous ef-
fort in the second half of the third
quarter and the fourth quarter, but
we hed a tremendous amount of
turnovers and.awful shooting in the
first half,

“We have to gct ahead in a game
and let the other team catch up, The
team haa come to the wnc]mlun that
we have to step up our Intensity in
practice and earry that Into the
games,”

The game was not as ciose as the
score ‘Indicated, as RU led by 20
polnts with six minutes left in regu-
latlon. A 17-4 Falcon run to end the

last summer in Pensacola, Fla,

He lost another tiebreaker in that
meet, too. He for second but
ended up third; however, It was still
good enough to earn a place on the
US. world team. |

Flirst place went to Bates and sec-
ond to Dick Bulek, but Findlay re-
bounded at the world meet to finish
declsively ahead of the fifth-place
Bulck. An Itallan skater was second
and a German third.

A rebound tlies past the reach ot Farmington
player John Wilson {40} as well as that of an RU

game cut Lhe flnal marglin to seven.

FARMINGTON (0-2) jumped out
to a 4-0 lead behlnd two long jump-
ers by senlor forward Jason Chil-
dress. After missing thelr first five
shots and first three {ree throws,
Panthers scored * thelr - gext five
times down Lhe court to take a §-6
lead.

“We weren't ready to play at
first,” said senlor forward Chris
Mulka, who flnished with 15 points to
tead the Panthers.

The Falcons made nnly four of
their 21 first quarier field goal al-
tempts, and despite converting only

one of five free throw attempts, RU |

escaped with a 13-8 lead entering the
second quarter.

The Panthers opened the next
quarter scoring 11 of the first 13
points. The highlight of the run was a
seven-polnt swing on onc possession.
Junlor Guard Bl Malecki scored on
a bmkawny layup to make it 19-10
in faver of

Fnrminan: Jnsun ’l‘uckcr

FINDLAY, ‘wHO began skating
when he was 14, made the national
finals the previous-two years, but he
{inlshed seveath in ma nnd tied for'
{1fth but was sixth In 191

“This year was qulu a ]ump to go
from sixth to second,” Findlay sald.
“People don't realize It was a culmi-
natlon of the first two years. Though
1 wasn't as close to making the team,
the first two years of practice were
a pa'rt of #t. You have to be perais-
tent." .

Patton has scen that persistence
and encouraged that quality in
Flndlly during the seven years he

has been his coach.

“He's a super young man,” Panou
sald. “He works hard all the way
around — in college, at his Job and
at skalng. He'll yncu:e three to
{four hours a day.

“When I started with him, he was
Just a little guy, and each year he
keeps getting belter and better, He's
a winner,

"He's kinda llke my son,” he ndd-.

ed. “I've been with him that long. My
wue (lornlm:) and T think a lot of

PA'I'NJN SAID Findlay will prob-
ably have to skate another (wo to
three ycars to assure of a
world title, and there’s also the pos-
sibllity of Olymplc competition in
the future.

received a technleal for hanging on
the rim on the play and Malecki con-
verted both free throw attempts. RU
[nbounded the ball and senlor guard
Steve Zlmbalatti hit a high-arcing
three-polnter to give RU a com-

e . manding 24-10 advantage.

RU had a 37-24 halftime advan-
tage as 9-0f-12 free throw shooting
kept the Falcons irom gettng fur-
ther behind. Malecki seored seven of
his 12 points In the second quarter.

BOTH TEAMS changed their de-

fenses for the second hall, but the-

shooting dldn't- get any betler for
Farmington In the third quarter, as
the Falcons converted only 3-of-15
attempts to fall behind 51-34 eater-
ing the flnal quarter.

The Falcons tralled 56-38 with
5:59 remalning and were belng thor-
oughly outplayed by a slightly taller
Panther team, which on one posses-
slon, had flve attempts to score. But
that's when Farmington declded to

* start ts comeback.

RU's lead was cut to 60-48 with

Rol!cr bockey, a popular, sport tn
Europe, will bc & demonstration
sport at the '92 Games in Barcelona,
Spaln, but there's no timetable for

Including roller skating.

“The consensus I3 roller hockey

. wlll pave the way for other dlvistons

in the sport,” Findlay said.

Even If It eventually is 1ncludcd.
Findlay, a third-year mechanical en-
gincering student at Oakland Uni-
versity, doubts whether that will be
poasible for hlm.

"Qulite honestly, the.tUming s un-
fortunate," he sald. "It's so close to
belng in an Olymple sport, but my
skatlng carcer colncides with my
college carcer.

“I have three years left to get my "
degree — and who knows what will
bappen — but I'll probably attempt
Lo skate until 'm done with school. .
T'li get a job offer, and that's proba-
bly when I'll bave to retire and quit
skating."

A key factor is wheuacr or not the
United States Olymplc Commiltee
contlnues its current level of fund-
ing. That might.allow Findlay to de-
lay career plans long cnoigh Lo pur-
sue the Olymples, too.

One. thing ls certain: Findlay is
polsed to make a blg splash on the

«world scene.

;Panthers hold off Falcons

SHARGN LoMIEUX/atatt phatographer

opponent Friday. The Falcons saw their record
dip to 0-2 with the loas,

3:06 remalning. The rally was due in
part mostly to the Panther’s pathetic
free throw shooting and 10 fourth-
quarter turnovers.

“All we bad to do was hold on to
the ball and make some free

" throws,” Smathers said, indicating

that hls team will work on free
throws thls week at practice.
. Fitzpatrick drove down the lane
and RU's Mark Ulmer was whistled
for a blocking foul, Ulmer then got
gged for a technical and Fitzpa-
trick had the opportunity to shoot
four Iree throws and cut the lead to
elght. But after making only two, the
Falcons mlssed three triple attempts
and committed Iwo turnovers on
successlve trips down the floor.

A THREE-POINTER by sentor
guard Rob Cook with 1B seconds left,
sliced the score to 60-53, but the Fal-
cons could get no closer.”

"I never thought we were xoing |o
tose unthl the final buzzer,” Fltzpa-

Please lurn to Page 6

St. Mary’s edges Oakland in overtime

8y C.J. Riask
staff wrlter

straight victery in a scries datlng back to
1979,

The game — pliting two teams with noth-
ing in common save the county they are lo-
cated In, and the game they play — has
started to develop Into a passionate rivalry,
Too bad it may never get the chance to blos-

som further.

‘Then agaln, one can never tell. After all,
controversy is the fucl of rivalries; lsn't it?

Wednesday's basketball game betwoeen St.
M.nryl College ol Omhlrd Lake and Oak-

game.

But St. Mary's answered, with former De-
troit Country Day star Jimmy Bolden sink-
Ing a 15-footer with just :02 left. The
Ploneera called an immediate timeout, but
it was to no avall; they never got another

shot off,

way
mx 1o be sure. ’nm end result was a 100-98
‘s, the sccond-

.','lmlmo win for ‘3t. Mai

New heroes were crowned In a matter of
seconds as overllme ticked away Wednes-
day. Tralllng 9895, OU's Eric Taylor calmly
Iet fly a three-point jumper that swished
through the net’ with :17 left to knot the

UNFORTUNATELY, the clutch pestor

‘basketball

Mary's improved to 7-3.

mances down the stretch by both Taylor —
who finished with a game-high 38 points
(five-0f-10 threes), six rebounds and four as-
sists — and Bolden (16 polnts) were oversha-
dowed by clumsy work at the scorer’s table
and questionable offlclating.

OU coach Greg Kampe was earaged alter
the loss, his leam’s fourth in five games. St. 48,

“We're not coming back,” iuld Kampe.

at the half.

“We will never play here again. If that
melns we never play St. Mary's again, that’s

fine

The trouble began at Ihe scarer's lable at
hatftime. St. Mary's
Pioncers 10-4 in the last 2:13 t0 lake the jead

Or was it 2 10-2 run? The actual score was
the argument. The scoreboard read 47-44 St.
Mary's, but the book told another story. Af-
ter Kampe complalned, officials ‘checked
several sources and did, indeed, give OU two
more points, making the hal{time score 47-

' THOSE POINTS came b -handy later, bul

had outscored the

midway through the second half the scorlng
adjustment secemed unnecessary. The Ea-
gles were In command, having built a 10-
point bulge on two Brian Kosclelski free
tirows with 10:13 left. Kampe called a
timeout, and a different team emerged.

“We just ran our offense better (after

that),” the Pioneer coach sald. “I told them
in the timeout that I don't care If we lose,
but we have to run our offensc better. We
bhave to get the ball inside to (Anthony)
Soule.”

It wasn't Soule, however, who turned the

. game around for OU; he had just one frec
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