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Lenny Clarke makes it with his blue collar humor

ay Larry ©O'Corinor
stoH writer

Lenny Clarke looks like & guy one
would flnd at a Boston Bruins game,
‘calling oppesing players *“chaw-da
hud.s" wilh suds spilling oul of his
beer m!
Excepl Ms hockoy knowledge Is a
fittle suspec
) "Detm[l lmy the Red Wings are a
great team. Stan Mikita played for
them, right?”
. No, nh Mlldla played with the

'Bohby llull he was a Red Wing,
right?”

Nope, another Blackhawk.

©* “Well what about the guy who gnl
cavght with cocaine In his under-
wear? What ever happened to that
sorry . . . (guy)?” sald Clarke, sens-
ing he has obviously. blown his
chance as a color commentator on

“I(nc)u:y Night in Canada.”

‘The Bruins are another matter,
though. He knows a lot of players on
the Boston hockey team. He's also a
frlend of Detroit Plston John Salley,
whe is quite the comedian himself.

: M anythlng, though, Clarke knows
working class life. He graduated
summa cum laude from the School -
of Hard Knocks.

Clarke grew up in a family of
clght. His dad worked three jobs fo

.. . Clarke was employed as a janitor
before his comedic career began to
blossom. He also ran for mayor of
Cambridge, Mass., where he worked

as a custodian for the city.

80, STARRING In a sitcom about
a_ hard-working, blue collar dude
who has an oplnton on everything is
(rg\;grnl for Clarke. "Lenny" alrs on

Alter all, Clarke was employed as
a Janitor before his comedic carcer

began to blossom. He also ran for -

mayer of Cambridge, Maas., where
h’c worked as a custodian. for the
city.

Clarke campaigned on the
promise to clean up clty hall. The
other guy wan, but Clarke still had to
cléan city hail,

He also made an aborted run for
Congress, Then some young turk
named Joseph Kennedy' decided to™
enter the race.

“I spent $80 on my campalgn; he
spent $2 milllon,” safd Clarke, who
majored in polltical sclence at the
University of Massachusetts. “I have

make ends meet. some really nlce bumper stickers,
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though.”

CRITICS SAY he has a nleo TV
show. “Lenny" originally aired 8
p.m. Wednesdays during the fall be-
fore belng pulled by the network.
The show returned to Saturday
nights. On Wednesdays, the ‘show
was getling its clock cleaned by
NBC's “Unsolved Mysteries” and
ABC's “The Wonder, Years.” .

Desplte that, CBS called for three
more shows to be made, abowlng
enough faith to keep “Lenny” going.

1f anything, the show depicts the
last of a dying breed in thls yuppl-
fied, high-tech.society. Lenny Cal-
Jahan, the show's characler, works
as a gas company construction work-
er and moonlights as a doorman nt a

ton hotel. :

With no prior .-mllng experlence,
Clarke slipped right into the role
.with no problem. .

“Thls TV thing is just a sldekick.'

CLARKE'S FIRST love Is stand-
up comedy, something he has been
dolng for 12 years. Touchtone Tele-
vision executives caught his act at
the Just for Laughs comedy show-
case in Montreal. They, In turn, rec-
ommended Clarke to producers for
“Lenny."

Like his ‘television character,
Clarke s ripe with opinions.

® On Mayor Coleman Young‘;.

“Prime Time Live" appearance:
“Here you have a mayer of a hig
city. You have to bave some de-
corum. He sounded more’like An-
drew Dice Clay."

@ On John Salley's comedic tal-
ents: “He's a quick learner. He could
be a really good stand-up comedtan,
He Just has to write some material.
He's naturally funny. When you talk
with him, he makes you laugh.”

® On the state’s cconomy: “I
think the federal government should
develop some type of job program
just so peaple don’t have to relocate
to find a better job. 1 mean, ¢'mon,
did GM have 10 go to Tenncssee to
bulld Saturn?*

HIS STAND-UP routine runs along
the same lines, turning political and
other current events nto laughter.
1t’s a fine line between politleal hu-
morlst and polltical preacher.

Clarke belicves his appeal lies in
his sincerity, an everyday Joe just

Comedian Lenny clhrke plays it lor laughs as the star of the
CBS “Lenny,”" a sitcom about a hard-working, blue collar dude
‘who has an opinion on everylhlng.

trying to make a buck.

“It's true, people don't like to be
reminded about what they sce on the -
TV news, Then they look at me and

say, ‘He came from .nothing and
made it

“I'm living the American dream
It may sound corny, but it's true.”

Chaplin's East, 34244" Groesbeck,
dy clubs in our area. To let us Fraser. Show times are 8:30 p.m.
know who is ﬂPI!('ﬂﬂ"lG at your ~ Wednesday. and Thursday. and. 8:30
club, send the information t0: - and 10:30 p.m, Friday and Saturday.
Comedy Listings, Observer'& Fc-  For Information, call 792-1902,

centric Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150. @ CHAPLIN'S WEST

Mark Veneman wlil appear along
with Michael Casper and Bill Baur
Tuesday-Saturday, Deec. 11-15, at
Chaplin’s West, 16890 Telegraph, one
block south of Slx Mile, Detrolt.

Here are listings of some come-

@ CHAPLIN'S EAST

Van Gunter will appear along with
Dave Kleln and Karl Aptkony
Wednesday-Saturday, Dec. 1215, ‘at

- Spwoase. -, Gpeetuirds
EIIMBQUIZ

WIN MOVIE PASSES TO

SHOWCASE CINEMAS AUBURN HILLS!
r's simple and fun!-Answer Ihe question aoul this week’s Sm:vwcase fim.-
and send your responses in. YWinners will be drawn at random.

__"DANCES WITH WOLVES™

Kevin Costrer stars in
an epic film set in the
1860's as a white settler
venturing into the fands
of native Americans

_.QUIZ: Kevin Costner starred as an over-Ihe-hill baseball
player stuck in the minor eagues In which film?
A) Bull Dutham ~ B) Miami Blues  C) The Big Chill
ENTRY FORM:
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Show times are 8 and 10:30 p.m. F‘or
ln!armauon call $33-8866.

® CHAPLIN'S PLYMOUTH
Tim Clue will appear along with
Harry Telnowitz Wednesday-Satur-

. day, Dec. 12-15, at Chaplin's Plym-

outh, 14707 Nerthville, Show times
are 8:30 Wednesday and Thursday;
8:30 and 10:30 p.m. Friday and Sat-"
urday. For information, cnll 454
4580

. MMNSTREET .

Dennis Wolfberg will perform Frri-
day-Saturday, Dec. 14-15, at Main-
Street Comedy Showcase, 314 E. Lib-
erty, Ann Arbor. Show times are 8:30
and 11 pm. Friday and.7, 9 and 11 -.
p.m. Saterday. Fer information, call
996-9080.

® BEA'S COMEDY KITCHEN
Tim Lilly wiit perform along with
Skeeter Muorray and Al Laogsion
Friday-Saturday, Dec. 14-15," at
Bea's Comedy Kitchen, 541 Larned,
Detroit, Show times are 8:30 and 11
p.m. For Information, call 961-2581.

® COMEDY CASTLE .

Jimmy Aleck will perform Tues-
day-Saturday, Dec. 11-16, at the
Comedy Castle, 269 E, Fourth, Royal
Qak. Show time I¢ 7 p.m. Tuesday-
‘Thursday and 8:30 and 11 p.m, Fri-
day and Saturday. For reservations,
call 542-9900.

® JOEY'S LIVONIA

Tony Hayes will perform Wednes-
day-Saturday, Dec..12-15, at Joey's
Comedy Club, ‘Plymouth Road be-

* tween Wayné and Levan roads, Livoe-

Ham
& Beans

$1.69
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' @ JOEY'S ALLEN PARK

nia, Shaw . tlmes are B8:30 pm.
Wednesday, 9 p.m. Thursday and
Friday. and 8:30 and 10:30 p.m. Sat-
urday. For information, call 261-
0555. -
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BALLROOM GALA  IN THE HAYMARKET RESTAURANT

New \'nrs Eve In the Haymarket offens
+ Ovemight accommodations Intimate dining with Jimmy Duon Quariet

« Festive reception ') Seatings Available

= Prime flib Dinner buffet pm. 8pm & 1
+ Live entertainment by the band IN THE: bOUNGE FANNYS”

| - The fun begins

,"“E"}c‘fm for everyone - - Live entertainment by the hand ~Allutc™
« Pany favors for everyo v,

+ Batloons drop and cham- Rampagne st midnighe
. Cannnenul breakfast

pagne at midnight TER pm\soN
. . 38 Renetsrd et
PRICE PER COUPLE *19§ 110 Standina Room Oah |

For Information & Ticket Sate Plcase Call 583-9000

L TROY HILTONINN

1455 Stephenson Hwy. Troy, MI 48083 583-9000

TEL-T\NELVE MALL-
N4 % g
e S40% Countdown
ear e gu g et narty”
dnaccoﬂ d»/ « Dancing in Yeserdays to
“Hot Reul Tlearts™ 0 pn-2

@1las Docuvtes Bl po -
@ Hats & Paity Favuers

SIS0

Tt

o C
SR

SOUTHFIELD ENTERTAINMERT COMPLEX
17037 WEST NINE MILE ROAD, SOUTHHELD

STARTING AT
$40* A COUPLE!

@ Dancing in Yestendas s 1o

wine
B @ Dclune overnipht accomunel,

Eanly (iechein & 3 chiech
Wlcakfast Bulfer 70 am

RESERVATIONS 557 4800

® Champagne Toast-Midnight
@ Reduced prices {ot botiles
of witie o1 champagne
($25/single}

"Gala Celebration”

e Teatts™ 9 o 2 v
ey B 1pm

oast - Midniight
with Cheiee of
w

icken
e guices for boutles of

or champagne

7 ;Hllliul'l\ KA J
SI00% "'Flie Party
Continues”
/ Sl()()"‘ “Memorable

Nights"”

New Year's Day Brunch
St o b Tt

Wednnsday-Salurdzy. Dec. 12-15, at
Joey's Comedy Club and Sports Em-

- porium, 15246 Southfield Road, Al-

len Park. Show tlmes are 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday and 8 and
10:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday. For

Informatlon, call 382-7041.-

@ JOEY'S AT THE ROXY

Melvin George ™ will perform
Wednesday-Saturday, Dec. 12-15, at
Joey’s Comedy Club at the Roxy,
11175 Haggerty Road, Belleville.
For information, call 699-1829.

® MISSKITTY'S

Coupla Fat Guys will perform
along with Lee Ramsey Thursday-
Saturday, Dec. 13-15, at Miss Kitty's
Comedy Club, Long Branch Restan.
rant, 595 N. Lapeer Road, Oxford,
Show times are B and 10:30 p.m. Fri-

day and Saturday. For information,
call 628-6500. .

® LOONEY BIN

Tim Butterfield will periorm with
Steve Mitchell and Jobo Remick Fri-
day-Saturday, Dec. 14-15, -at the
Wolverine and Looney Bin Restau-
rant and Comedy Club, 1655 Glen-
gary, Walled Lake. Show times are 9
p.m. Friday and 8 and 10:30 p.m.
Saturday. Wednesday and Thursday
shows are free. For more tnlorma-
tior, call 669-8374.

® DUFFY'S

Bob Posch Comedy Show will per- -
form at-9 p.m. and 11 p.m. Fridays
and Saturdays at Duffy's, 8635 Coo-
ley Lake Road, Union Lake. Admis-
sion ls $7. For information, call 363-
9469.
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DISCOVER

Olympic Gold Medalist

Also Starring
= Susan' Wynne & Joseph Druar
* Lea Ann Miller & Bill }auvcr
- Kathleen Schmelz

Saturday, January 12, 1991

ONE PERFORMANCE ONLY
Al seats rescrved - $22.50, $15.00 & 12.50. A timited number of
GoM Circle scats available upon request. Great seats on sale now at
the Joe Louis Arena Box Office and all Ticketmastcr focations or

charge by phone {313) 645-6666. For generat information, call;
(313) 567-6000. For group rate mrommuon call: (313) 567.7474.
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