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Gun bills approved awalt Blanchard’s signature .

- By Tim Richard
atatf writer

A package of bills to make Michi-

gan’s pisto) Jaws uniform and punish
. violators more severely is uulung
Gov. James Blanchard's aj

The bm: would pmhjbn "nreet
sweepers” shotguns “that can
3pray nine rounds of ammunition —
and armor-plercing bullets.

But the state Senate last week
eliminated a House-passed require-
ment that first-time gun huyers take
a safety course.

“Mandatory training was tha big-
gest obstacle as viewed by propo-
nents of the pre-emption bill,” sald

Rep. James Kosteva, oton, &
malor player in the deal, :
“THE SENATE stripped it out. w:'

accepted a compromise that th

State Police and a review bolrd
would develop a brochure and pam-

phlet. All pistol purchasers would
take a test, akin to ‘what every driv-
er should know.’ The objective is to
sce that some training takes place,”

Kosteva sald,
Buyers would be ;lvan lhe an-
awers they got wrong,

“I've never seen Informatlon that
can relate the benefits of safety
tralning,” sald Kosteva, But he sald

research does show the benefitsof a |

personal background check and sev-
en-day walting peried.

THE BIG ISSUE was House BHI
5438, stripping local governments of
the power to establish their own pls-
tol lcensing ordlnances, It will af-

fect Detrolt and Eut Lansing, It waa
@ home rulo issue as well as a gun
Issue.

""Some of our citles would lke to
take stronger measures with regard
to the control of flrearms,” said Sen.
Jack Fazxon, D—annlnglon Hills,
whu voted no. “It may be that the

as certain pi
about what pcoplu bave & right to
bear, but the society also has a right
to protect itsel{*by imposing appro-
priate rules.”

Although voting yes, Rep. Maxine
Berman, D-Southtleld, catled it dis-

gusting that the Senate Tuesday.
stayed in session elght hours beyond

its normal noon adjournment time

but couldn’t take up other important

matters.

HERE IS HOW Observer & Eccen-
tric area’ legislators voted on HB
§437, the pre-emption measure:

Senate — passed 23-10. Yes votes
were Doug Cruce, R-Troy, Richard
Fessler, R-Commerce, Robert
Geake, R-Northville, and Rudy Ni-
chols, R-Waterford, Nays were Fax-
on and Willlam Faust, D-Westland,

“Leadershlp Oakland’ urged to Combat subtle

and must — combatdlsulndnauan

ETHNIC OR SEXIST jokes are ul-
timately a form of hostillty, Loben-
thal said. To tolerate such jnku Isto
send a message that subtle raclsm or
sexism is acceptable.

Lobenthal was one of the principal
speakers at the day-long conference

ny Pat uurphy
. statf writer
Community ieaders must Increase
corpor-u consciousness to combat
clsm and sexism, participants in
!..eadeuh]p Oakland” have been re-
migded.
While most have poli-

cles against discrimination, in accor-

dance with federal and state laws, *

they must be supplemented with per-
sonal - commitment, according to
Richard Lobenthal, director of the
Michigan Antl-anmadon League.
“We must let’ co-workers know.
* that ethnic or sexist jokes are not ac-
" ceptable,” Lobenthal said, giving an
_enmplu of how Indlvldunh can —

" Furniture
:  Storewlde
. -Floor Sample

at the F. Hills
corporate $ of Mich

— the audicnce — to en-

— such as
community climate and eumidty.
The key to combating raclsm and

sexism In the workplace, Lobenthal

sald, is raising the consclousness of
both the company and Individuals
withinit.

A company's management should
m;xe action agalnst the lndlvldunl

National Bank.

About 55 people — reprmenllng a
cross sectlon of Oakland County —
attended the conference focusing on
Raclsm and Ethnic Diversity. Seg-
ments Included & film clip of come-
dian Bill Cosby talking about racism
and discussions on some of the fac-
tors contributing to diserimination
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by telling ina;

propriate jokes or hy
overt or subtle acts of discrimlina-
on.

BUT MANAGEMENI‘ must also
notify other workers within the or-

force the idea that discriminatory
conduet will not be tolerated and in
fact will be addressed and possibly
punished. -

including b]acks, regani it with
mixed {eelings.
The Open Houslng Ceater Is a not-
lor-profit agency supported-by pri-
. vate and governmental donations,
includlnx the Oakland County Board

Some of the discussion focused an

and remarks to
some city officlals to the effect that
{00 many black residents would low-
er property values and contribute to
urban btlght.

As if to Hlustrate the comp]ully
of the factors and attitudes contrib-
uting. to urban blight, Lobenthal
cited the Open Houslng -Center of
Oakland County, saylng some people,
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and
puhllc schools, It opened an office
earller this year in Farmington.
Lobenthal said some people ape

An cxcused absence was glven to
Georgez. Hart, D-Dearborn,

Rnuu passed 73-7. Yes voles
were Lyn Baikes, R-Livonia, Justine
Barns, D-Westland, John Bennett, D-
Redford, Berman, Jan Dolan, R-
Farmington Hills, David Honlgman,
R-West Bloomfleld, William Keith,
D-Garden' City, Kosteva, Judy Mil-
ler, R-Birmingham, and Wilfred
Webb, D-Hazel Park. Missiog the
vote were Mat Dunaskiss, R-Lake

. Orlon, Gerald Law, R-| Plymouth and

cordun Sparks, R-Troy.

- L]
plaud the center and its efforts to as-
sure equal housing opportunities
throughout Oakland County.

Others, however, view it with sus-
plcion as an agency to direct blacks
and other minoritles away from the
southern part of the county. = -

Some view the center’s activities
“as a means of diluting black politi-
cal power,” Lobenthal salid.
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