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RNOLD MICHLIN has made a
commitment  to. ecumen-
ism, It’s been & Ilfe long la-
bor of love for bim to see

barriers break-down between those
of different religlons and cultures,
"He applauds every bit of progress he
. sees or hears about as Ignorance is
erased through understanding.
Sometlmes he calls bringing the
Christian, the Jew, the Muslim and

most recently the black together as

“my calling.”

~ Building bridges

A Commltment to understandlng those of different rellglons

‘She was afraid l'he family’s rehgmn
‘would be diluted, or the entire family
was going to fall apart, or they would
all be converted to Christianity. It was
a very real fear for her. She believed all
Christians were bad and nothing good
could come out of that situation.’

— Arnold Michlin

+ MICHLIN BHAONG’i’(o many or-

he calls it
‘building bridges.”

The Farmington Hills resident In-
herited that calllng of bullding
bridges when his grandfather, a Jew

from Russla, was befriended and '

learned the ways of America by a
Dutch Christian in Indiana. Not too
long after that the Dutchman ace
cepted Michlin's grand uncle into bis
home and dld the same thing- for
him.

But when it was time for his’

grandmother.to come to the Unlted
States she balked at having anything
to do with a Christlan,

“She was afrald the family's relig: .

ion.would be diluted, or the entire

- family was going to fall apart, or

 they would all be converted to Chris-
tianity,” Michlin said. “It was a very
real fear for her. She believed ail
Christians were bad and nothing
good could come out of that situa-
tlon,

“Yet, that man who lived about
100 years ago in Hudson, Ind., was
what [ have come to belleve Is the
supreme example of what people
ought to be — a man who liked peo-
plc for themselves,” -

of history and religion to spread ule
ecumenical word through many of
them,

He says, for example, that e has
tept the job of program chairman
sver the ycars for C

gqomplish b exposing cach other's
pre]u ices,

He has been a member of B'nai
B'rith for more than 40 years. He s

- an ardent worker on the Detrolt Ac-

tion Commlitee for Soviet Jews,
He was the first w arrange for a
visiting 0 be

shaarey Zedek'’s Men's Club “to keep
the membenhlp enlightened on
<hese matters.”
He was instrumental in changlng
he name of the Detroit chapter of
he National Conference of Chris-
12ns and Jews to “The Muslim, Jew-
sh and “Christlan Trialog Round
Cable, It Is the only chapter of the
:onference that has included
Musl(ms.
- "It waa right that we be the first
to do this because we have 250,000

Arabs here, one of the largest com-

munities in the US,;” he said, “And a
Meslim Is now the bead of our inter-
faith round table. 1 consider that
great progress,

“So many zimu 1f a Christian and
Jew and Muslim did get logether
they would talk about baseball, poli-
tles, the weather, anything but rellg-
lon. Here (at the round table) we do
talk nboul rellglon and what we ac-

by the Jewish cnmmnn!ly here.
And “he arranged for the first-

" Christian to ever apeak from a Jew-

ish pulpit ~- at least in the northwest
suburbs.

He serves on the board of The Ee-
umenica) Institute for Jewish-Chris-
tlan Studles, a position he calls “one
of the most important things I do.”

But what he is most proud of now .

Is the success of a group he Initiated
called American Arable and Jewlsh
Fricnds,

“"We make no attempts to solve
the problems In the Mideast,” he
sald. “There are cnough problems

rlghl here to be solved.”

MICHLIN WON the Heart of Gold
Award a few years ago for his work
in ecumenism, notably for the
friendships that have been made
among the Arabs and Jews [n the De-
troit area Lhruugh the  group In

Clouds and rainbows
Muscular‘dystrophy victim
refuses to be couch potato

By Louise Okrutsky
spoclal writer

In many ways, Joseph Barnett
conslders himself a lucky man. He
walked, ran, played ball and drove a

car. He and his wife Ann went on

camplng trips with thelr. three chil-
“dren. .

Now, at 85, Barnett's the author of
a book of poetry and cssays, “Clouds,
Clowns and Ralnbows,” which draws

BHARON LeMIEUX/atatf photogrpaher

Joe Barnett writes about what he knows best — his own oxpa-
riences — n “Clouds, Clownl. Rainbows.”

on his own experlences. After more
than 30 years of fighting muscular

dystrophy, he doesn't consider any of

thcse nmamplbhmenis small victo-

“l started out Jns! writing shorter -

artlcles and poetry since I retired In
1870, sald Barnelt who's lived at

.Oakhill Nursing Home In Farming.

ton for the past year.

“I chose not to become a couch po-
tato. For a long time, I would just
stick them In a drawer, I'd rewrite
until it's what I really wanted to
say,” sald Barnett who gets around
with the ald of a motorlzed wheel-
chair.

Although he hasn't'studled writing
formally, he follows a blt of advice
given to all writers, He writes about
what he knows best,

“anlcnlly It's how- ] lruly feel
about lfe,” he says of hls work. “You
can overeome difficulties, You have
to keep actlve in the world and not
Just hole up.”

“IUs stuff 1 think about a lot —
nature, friendshlp, famlly. It's defi-
nitely not rellgious, but I have a cou-
ple of artlcles alluding to my belief
in God,” he sald.

UNTIL NOW, hls biggest publish- *

Ing success was a short article pub-
tished in January 1981 in Yankee
magazlne - and is included In
“Clouds.”" It's a wry account of his
family tree which can only be de-
scribed as a hybrid, His mother and
Iather were stepbrother and stepsis-
lcr He winds up advising readers,

*“For  happy and uncomplicalcd life

- leave your roots buried

It was Ann Barneit, hls wife of 37
years, who doggedly pursued the
ldea of publishing the rest of his
work.

“She's sort of the backbone of the
1dea,” Barnett says in a whispery. yet
firm volce. "She kept me atit."

It was she who helped strike the
deal tn which the Burnetts co-publish
the book with Winston-Derek Pub-
lishers, he says,

“I was real pleased with the way [t
came out,” Barnett said.

It’s also Aun Bamnett who helped
arrange for the book to be carrted by
the Little Professor book stores In
Farmington Hills and Plymouth as
well as Waldenbooks.

He'll be signing his bogk In the Lit-
tle Professor stores In both Plym.
outh and Farminglon Hills. Although
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founded. )\nd as pleased as he s
about that, he says there Is stlll a

- long way to go.

“‘About two years ago I started the
Black-Jewlsh Dialogues. I 'was hesl-

_ tant about this because I was afraid

I was going to be spreading mysell
too thin. But [t was something that
had to be dom: and the time was
right,” he said

The next on his thlng&lo-bc—dunc
l1st is a class for Jews who will be

" taught about Christianity by.rabbls:

“The Christlans are way ahead on
this one," he.said. “The Christlans
have attended model seders and

have been learning about our Festi-

val of Lights !ar nt least the past 30

* years. .
“The new classu (lu be given in -
* Midrisha, a branch of Unlted He-

brew School) will be sponsored b:

* Bnal B'rith and are the first of their

kind In Detroit."

MICHLIN IS one of a kind. For all
the networking he's donc in the arca
of ecumenism If he has a counter-
part in the world — one-who gives as
much time and energy to the subject
as he does = he Is not aware of it.

When The Ecumbnical Institute

"for Jewish-Christian Studles opened

In Southfield about eight years ago,

it was almost -a given that Michlin:

would become involved.

Of that he says “I know (the Rev.)
Jim Lyons ddesn’t have a.counter-
part, He is utterly unigue. He s the
only full-time minister in the coun-
try that heads up an ecumenical in-

. stitute,

“He is known Internationally, bul
our work is very local, You do what-
ever you ‘can do right where you
are.”

Arnold Michlin says he inherited his feelings about-ecumenism

and has a lifetime to b 9
sland between those of ditferent religions and cultures,

down the barriers that
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