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Prepare students for MEAP and other tests

Q: It really bothers me 10 se¢ that
than balf of our.fourth and sev-
enth grade students the
MEAP (Michigan Educational As-
sessment Program) reading test this
year. Tbe same Is true of our elighth
and 11th grade.sclence test results.
It seems we're. golog backward. 1
knaw our district did much better on
these tests a conple years ago. May-
be we should teach the test lke I
Bear some dlstricts did in past year.,
What's our problem? '

A: Yes, your district and most oth-
ers in the state scored much better
on the MEAP test in past year. Yes,
scores are much lower this year than
in the past.

Take reading for example. Dis-
tricts that had 30 or 90 percent of

Jectives now have 40 to 50 percent
mastering the reading nij:ctlvu
‘Why (he difference?

The new MEAP reading Is entirely
different. It requires entirely differ-

* ent test-taking skills and requires an

entlrely different teaching emphasts.

. than the former test,

The former MEAP test in reading,
which was phased out two years ago,
focused on {esting to determine if
children had the-individual and iso-
lated skills necessary to read a pas-
snxe

Some say these indlvidual and iso-
lated skills can be in the hundreds.

Slnce, in the past, the Michigan
Department of Education, in ita infi-
nite wisdom, wanted children tested
on isolated sxm.s {for example word

ause the MEAP

thelr atudents ing the fourth,
seventh and 10th grade reading ob-

resulu were puhluhnd in lhe local
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newspapers, a heavy “focus’ was
placed on teaching isolated reading
skills. It fs that simple. The publie

roads the newspaper.

‘The curriculum and teachlng had,

- under the the pressure of a smle

mandated test, played the game and
as a result
soared up to as high as 95 tln
some dlstricts. Compretiension and
understanding of what was read waa
left to be leamed through class dis-

* response to

reading scores

cussions, foll writing .assign-
menls, term papen and the like for
students, -

Now, however, the game has been
changed. The state's new MEAP
reading test has moved away from
testng individual skills, ke word
recognition, and now tests for com-
prvhenllon and understanding.

It's easential for the next genera-
tion to have these skills. In a rapidly
changing world, different ldeologiu
and issues, from rellglon to abortion,
all call from more than a Pavlovlan

The state Department of Educa-

tlon.[s revising a new MEAP mal

- test for next year. It will be focused
primarily on understanding concepts
and reasoning and will allow use of
calculators as opposed to the basic
memorized calculation skilla used in
the past.

Can one assume an initlal drop in
math scores? Yes. Bui remember
(he state Department of Education
has revised the MEAP test about
four 1o five times over the years. . .
making It tougher each time ...

and In most stable dls-

But keep the falth, Qur MEAP
math scores have increased for an
average of 40 percent mastery sev-
eral years ago to an almost 85 per-

cent average in the tri-county area..

You see we can do it if we set our
nundn rds high.

ercu have risen to the challenge.
Students will take on the new chal-

lenge and perform well . , . xlven_

time. .
To answer your other question, we
- should not teach the test because we
can't teach the test. The seal on the

MEAP test can't be opened until 1t 1a
handed to the student,

But yes, many If not most dis.
tricts, do teach to the skills students
need in preparation for the test.

‘There is nothing wrong with pre-
paring students for a test. Every
classroom teacher does It, every ath-
letic coach does it prior to a game.
Every drama teacher reviews lines
with lludenu prior to the openlng
performance of a play.

We should prepare our thlldnn
for what they will face, be it um
MEAP test or wlmlzvcr

James “Doc” Dople is a former
Troy Schools administrator. His
column on educational issues ap-
pears regularly. .

Sisters
of Mercy
-against war .

To the edltor:

. The leadership Council of the Sls-
ters of Mercy, based in Farmington
Hills, add’ I.I\EIP volces to those of the
many Americans who have spoken
out against the UL.S, mllitary buildup
Ini the Persian Gull.

They deplore the expense ol
human_and materlal resources on
this primltive method of conflict res-
olutlon. This expense is especlally
deplorable-at a time when the Sis-

. ters of Mercy, along with others
committed to education, health care
and soclal welfare, are struggling
and often failing to find the means of
providing these basic human rights .
for an increasing number of people.

They concur with the Catholic
bishops' position that the requisites
for a fust war are lacking in this
Middle East situation. They urge

" that U.S. involvement be focused on
supporting all cfforts ta peacefully
negotiate the prevention of this im-
pending global disaster.

. The Sisters of Mercy are.a multl-
- cultural and bilingual order of relig-
“fous women In the Roman Catholic

church, numbering 7,500 members
and 1,000 Assoclates in North, South
and Central America, Guam ahd the
Phillppines. -

They sponsor some of the lnrgut

- Bryant,

health care systems in the United
States; they work in education from
pre-primary to graduate schools and
they have collaborated to make low -
income housing available in elght
states.

Since 1980, the Slsters of Merey
have sponsored 18 centers-for the
homeless;” they also sponsored the
first center for Central Amerlcan
rcl‘uxm In the United States.

: Sister Gretchen Elllott,
. administrator, Province of Detroit

Bill restores ..
rationality
in drug;cases

To the edltor: = .

I commend your Nov. 29 editorial
supporting state Rep. Witllam R.
Jr.'s, R-Grosse - Pointe
Farms, introductlon of a bill to lo-
corporate some rationality In drug
offender sentencing. This blll calls
for, a_minimum of flve years sen-
tence for those caught with over one
and a half pounds of cocalne. Addl-
Utonally, it atlows a sentence of up to

. Life in jail. This Is a tough bill. Yet, It

avolds the Irratlonality that has.
caused the wrong people to be sen-
tenced under ‘the current law to
mandatory Mfe without parole at tm-
mendous costs to our state.

White there would be a five ynar

minimum jall term, under the new
law judges could take the following
Into consideration:

1, Victims of Drug Usage. Many of
the current llfers are not drug king-

Ins, but were users who were pald
in small cash or drugs to carry or
dellver.

2, Not Targets of Investigalion.
Anyone who participates In the
transaction, under the current law
gels mandatory life, So white the
leader of an organization may de-
serve llfe, does the first offender
who agrees to be a Jook out in order

" to get his/her own drugs deserve the

same penalty?
3. Not Professional Drug Dealers.
A review of the over 120 people now

: scrvlng mandatory 1lfe discloses that

over 50 percent are flrst time of-
fenders. Unfortunately, one reason.

thal kingpins are not caught is that .

prosecutors in some counties are just

.as-happy. to get a headline from

these cases, rather than do the hard
work of getting the bigger criminals.

. Complete Lack of Slgns of
Wealth or Profit. Forfelture Jaws al-
low for the taklng away of wealth of
drug dealers, Yet most of the people
doalng life had no fancy homes, cars
or life styles. .

5. Criteria in the Current Law not
Ratlonal. Under the current law if a
defendant has 849 grams of 100 per-
cent pure cocaine a judge can sen-

- tence him or her to a lesser term of

years. Yet, -if the person has 850
grams of a powder containing 1 per-
cent cocalne, the sentance has (o be
mandatory Mfe without parole.

6. Currently -Gross- Disparpor-

tionality between State and Federal
Courts, In Michlgan a person arrest.

ed with 650 grama of a substance -

containing cocalne If arrested by
federal authoritles and taken to Fed-
eral Court can face 10-13 years (re-
cently boosted to this penaity); while
if arrested by local police for the
same offense will [ace a mandatory
sentance of life without parole,
Representative Bryant's proposal
which provides for a tough five year
‘minimum sentence and provides a
judge discretion to sentence up to

Lady of Sorrows parishioners.

Our thanks to the Observer News-
papers and. MetroVision for public
announcements, .

Happy Holidly: toall,

Jooathan Bogchard,
Furmlnglou

She thanks.
Hills cops

mandatory life in jall will give ra.

llonnllly to dmg sentencing.
Martin 1. Relslg,
. Blrmingham

Scouté- eay,
Thank You

Ta the editor:

‘The Boy Scouts of Troop 110 at
Our Lady of Sorrowa Church would
like to thank the communitles of
Farmington and- Farmington Hills
for thelr generpus thoughtfulness in
supporting the scouts’ efforts. to
make the holldays brighter for our
loldlers in the Middle East.

A special thanks goes to the fol-
lowing public facilities for hosting
our donation centers: both Public Li-
brarles, the Department of Public
Safety for Farmington, the City of
Farmington Hills Clly Hall, the

Center, The F:
Hllls . Fire Dcpar!menl, and Cur

To the editor:

I have been working in the Farm-
ington area for the past nine years,
During thls time, I hnve had several
encounters with the Farmington
Hills Police, -

BV

12:23 a.m. and after the necessary
-paperwork was completed, !hey be-

_gan to unlock my car.

A few minutes later, at 12:30 a.m,
I was back in the drlv_er’l seat, Offi- -
cers Jim and Mike were very affable
and we had a good lnugh over my
lightly hairbralned maneuver. .

The reason for this letter Is to Jet
you know that I appreclate the su-
perb job your police force performs,

I thelr prompt and courteous at-
tention to my non-emergency situa-
tion Is any indlcation of how they.
handle emergency and life threaten-
ing situations, I'm glad I spend so
much' of my time In Farmington

) Mury Beth Berxerou
Bloomlleld Hills

Some of these.
been through my job as a bnr{ender
and the others have been as a Michi-
gan driver. Whatever the clrcum-
stances, the police officers have al-
ways been very professional, courte-
ous and belpful.

Last - Thunday nlgh( /Friday
morning, . 8-7, was no exception,
1 finlshed wnrkjng shortly after mid-
‘night and started my car to warm up
as.1scraped my windowa.

Force of hablt compelled me to
lock the doors. There I was . ..
locked out of my running cat.

Due (o the late hour, my only via-
ble option was (o call the Farming-
ton Hills Police. I placed my call at
12:15 a.m. The officer 1 spoke to on
the phone was polite and assured me
he would send an offlcer soon.

Officers Jim and Mllu: arrived at

Opinions are.
to be shared

Opinions and ideas are best
when shared with olhers.

Thal's why the Farmingion
Observer encourages its read-
ers to share their views' wilh
others in the From Our Read- _
ers column.

Names will be withheld only
for the best of reasons, and
the decision to.do $o will be
made by the editor.

Letters should be mailed to:
the edilor, The Farmington
Observer, 21898 Farmington
Road, Farmingmn 48336.
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Resume 24 Hour Service

Save up t0.50%
24 hours
" -aday

"AMERICANS! YES! You can stop and shop on your -
away home from Canada at the Windsor Tunnel Duty
Free Shop in Windsor and the Bluewater Bridge Duty
~rrLc Shop in Sarnia. You don't have to wait-undil after

ings!: Stop by

specials including
on some -of your favorite

-fragrances, as well as MONTHLY SPECIALS on many

s. MONEY EXCHANGE services are

available 24" hours daily. Free coffee and clean public
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Canadian
Duty Free Shop

WINDSOR - windsor Tunnct (313)961-0045
SARNIA - Blucwater Bridge (5 19)332-4680

(On the Canadian Sidc‘-
Keep Right AFter Paying Toll)

HOLIDAY HOURS
‘Windsor: pecember2i-  Clse 10:00 P.M, ©
. December 25 Open 9:00 AM.
Close 6:00 P.M.
December 26 Open B:00 AM.
: . Close 10:00P0.M.
“ December 27 Open T:00AM.
. Resume 24 Hour ServiceClose
December 31- Open 10:00P.M.
Close 10:00A.M.
January 2. Open 10:008.M.
X X Resume 24 Hour Service
Sarnia:  becember24-  Close TO0AM.
December 25-  Close
December 26 - Open
Resume 244 llnur Service
Decenther 31 Close B:00P.M,
January 1+ Open 730AM,

Save up to 50%
24 hours
a day

GREAT GIFT IDEAS!
and Tobacco products.

ported Fragrances,” Skin Care products by Lancome

and
S
Silk

s Watches, Sv
ics, Exccutive Pens, €

DID YOU KNOW: U.S. Residents
returning home from Canada may
import into the U.S.A. free of tax
and duty: Daily $25.00 per person
excluding liquor and tobacco;. After
48 hours in Canada $400.00 worth
of goods including 1 litre of liquor
(must be 20 years of age), 200 cig-
arettes or 100 cigars.

Liquor, Canadian Beer
This Christmas

beth Arden, Lladro’ Figurines, Gold Jewelry,:
s Chocolates, Swarovski Crystal,
“anadiang,
Designer Handbags by Gucedi,
Dior. Why wait until boxing day to save, drop by now
and check out our December Specials!

save on Im-

Giftware and
Fendi and Christian
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