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Robert Redtord stars as Jack Weil, a seedy but

‘Havana
short on

“Havana”. (B, R, 135 minutes) is
. the kind of {llm that has everything
" going for it but only pays 50 cents on

MOVING PICTURES

Grading the movies

pre-Castro Havana in the movie of the same .
attractive gambler looking for the big score in . name, “Havana."

' Big on promise,
its fQIIow—throUgh

- SCreel
(1938), but the ﬂrst cnrtoan lo truly .
'A_Wiid ~Hare

- -

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

8y John Monaghan
spocial writer

With Bugs Bunny celebrating his
golden annlversary, Warner Broth.
ers hopes to create a "Batman”-lke
phenomenon centered around the

. wacky wabblt, er rabblt.

It didn't quite happen, but we did
see even more of Bugs than usual in
1990.. Az exhlbit traveled to muse.

ums ‘across the country, at least two

books were written on.lhe golden
age of Warners’ animatlon, and Bugs
cartoons started resurfacing before
first run features,

‘The Mlchlgan Theatre in Ann Ar-'

bor scheduled a number of Bugs
Bunny compilation films. The Michi-
gan does [t agaln ‘weekend,
{focusing on classic animatlon from
the 1950s,

Bugs - Bunny first appmred on
n in- “Porky’s Hare Hunt”

deffne him was
(1940), co-starring Elmer Fudd,
Origlnally sporting a round face and
a hyperactive streak, Bugs
derwent some refinements over the
following year,

Bugs' appeal comes from his ablli-

un- .

ty to handle almost any sltuation, He
faced the gun barrels of Elmer and
Yosemite Sam, Bogart and Robin-
son, even Adolph Hitler, and lived to
joke about t.

VARIOUS TALENTS went Into
bringlng Bugs to the screen. Frix
Freleng, Tex Avery and Chuck Jones

"headed Warners' animation depart-

ment at various times. They kept the
gags flying fast and furious while
maintalning a consistently high qual-
ity of nnlmgmm.

A recent TNT cable televiston pro-
duction, “What's Up Doc? Bugs Bun-
ny In Hollywoodm" showed rare
footage of Bugs' creators at work
and play around the studlo, The spe-
cial, which also includes a superb
sampling of 10 cartoons, should alr
again soon.

‘The work of Jones and Freleng
highlights this Saturday and Sun-
day’s lineup at The Michigan. The #§.
tles should include “Sahnn Hart"
(1955), - “Hare-Way to the -Sta:
{1958), nnd “Hare-AblAn Nighu"
(1959).

- Inventive soundtracks and m\ulc
also became Wamner's trademarks.

SCREEN SCENE_

‘MT offers classic Bugs

Mel Blanc created more than 700
origlnal " voices for the cartoons
while Carl Stalling set them to mu.
sle. Stalllng, who scored virtually
every Looney Tunes and Merrle
Melodle cartoon for 32 years, is fea-
tured in a new recording called “The

- Carl Stalllng Project.”

Each of the Bugs cartoons, espe-
clally in the 19403, might Include 30
songs The musiclans would effort-
lessly sequa from perky rendltions of
“By a Waterfall" to“We're in the
Money” to “As Time Goes By" to
“Camptown chu * all In leay than
aminute. -

WHAT WARNERS miscalculated
In its hopes for a Bugs phenomenon
Is that the rabbit has never lost his
popularity. The syndicated cartoons
are stil] anong the most highly rated
programs on televislon,

The only place that has poasibly
suffered (rom all the celebration is
The Redford Theatre. The Bugs car-
toons have been unavallable outside
of feature-length compilations, but
should return as short subjects be.
fore The Redford’s vintage flims
next year,

flop and tarnlsh a
hour family romance, pcrlect lor
hollday entertainment. -

DETROIT  SCIENCE

CENTER
5020 John R, Detroit. Call 577-8400

for information, ($5 museumn admis-
slon includes ticket, $2-4 children un-

. “To the Limit” (USA — 1990, .
through April 1991, The latest Omni-

max spectacular intercuts amazing
athletic feats with an analysls of

.how- muscles and blood meet the

challenge, -Not intended for people

gambling and Meyer Lansky (the
real’one, not the actor) was a major

. player.

- Onthecar !erry from Miamt, Jack
mcets Bobby Duran (Lena Qlln) and
gets involved with a copltal “I.” He
switches cars with her thus helping
bring supplies- for the rebels. Her
husband, Arturo (Raul Julia), is one
of the underground leaders despite
his background In the landed gentry.

Falling In love Is a gambler’s fatal
mistake but the chemistry Is there
and Jack falls hard,

IN ADDITION to a top-notch cast,
an exciting polltical background, a
carnival atmesphere and a romance
facing insurmountable odds, “Ha- .
vana” was directed by Sidney Pol-
Yack. This is his 15th film since 1965
and the seventh with Robert Redford

clearer cxplnnamyn of the ‘back-
ground for those contemporary audi-
ences not steeped In historical lore.

- One-of the film’s major points, a
most significant and ironlc one, is
lost. The Durans’ commitment to so-
clal justice {n opposltion to thelr own
class was a commitment which
would not long survive Castro's gov-
ermment.© .

“Havana's” closing moments are a
weak attempt to reprise “Casablan-
ca” and leave a bad taste, particu.
farly Jack's concluding soliloquy.
Despite these complalnts, It's always
a pleasure to walch -Redford and
Lena Olin Is definltely In his class.
Competition for viewing time Is so
strong during the holldays that “Ha-
vana" may not be the best bet.

the movie be:
comes 4 [ inl-pcxson “Fantastic Voy-

HENRY "FORD - CENTENNIAL
LIBRARY, 13671 -Michigan Ave.,
Dearborn. Call 943-2330 for informa-

“A Child's Christmas In Wales"
{1987), 7 p.m. Dec. 17. A grandfather
tells his grandson about Christmas
long ago in this hour-long adaptation

of the Dyhn ‘mumu ltory‘

LIVONIA. Seven Mite at

MALL. )
‘Middiebelt, Livonia, Call 478-1166
Free

for Information, {

“An American in Paris" (USA -

1856). 10 a.m. Dec, 18. American art-
Ist and expatriate Gene Kelly llves
and loves in Paris. The George Ger-

shwin muslc is highlighted by Kclly s
dream ballet with Leslie Cnton Vin-

- cent Mhmel!l directed.

e Long, Long Tnl]er" (USA .
1954). 10 a.m. Dec. 22.-Minnelli also
directed thls enjoyable Lucllle Bail -
Desl Arnaz vehicle in which the fa-
mous couple spends a hon-

- "A young boy grows to manhood,

“Cinema Paradlso” (Italy - 1989),
, all

- the while obsessed by the village

movie theater, where he eventually
becomes projectionist. This love let-
ter to the movie returns to the Maple
alter a successful run this summer.
“Clest La Vie" (France - 1989).
The effects of separation and di-
vorce are felt by all members of a ..
familly during a summer vacation (n
1958 France. Director Diane Kurys
based the story on her own early life.

MICHIGAN THEATRE 16301 E.
lecrly. Ann Arbor. 669-8397, ($4.50;

- $3.54

eymoon in an nnwleldy trafler.

M.APLE THEATRE, 4135 W.
Maple, Bloomfleld. Call 855-8090 for
show times. (85 50 general, -$3.50
twilight)

"Clnema Paradiso” (Italy - 1989).
7 p.m. Dec. 18-2). (See Maple listing
above). . "
“Tie Me Up, Tle Me Down" (Spain
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Harmony House
ANY COMPACT DISC

Experience the art of Great Holidsy Shopping at
Laurel Park Place -

- Featuring Jacobson's and many other distingtive stores.

W, Six Mi!e and Newburgh Roads in Livonia
Complimentary Valer Packing ® 462~ 1100
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The first 1,000 fans who donate a new, unwrapped toy at

Thursday. December 20th Red Wings game at Joe Louis

" Arena, will reccive a Collector's Edition Red Wings
Hockey Puck FREE courtesy of Midas.
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