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Southgoing ZAK:is a,band that

kes its name seriously. They are
named after a character In one of
Dr. Seuss’ book and, at past con-
certs, the band has been careful to
pay tribute to the good actor:

Dan Bellus, vocalist for the band,
doubles as the "“Seuss-orator” in
what is called “Uncle ZAK's' Dr.
Secuss storylime sing.a-long.”* For
the sing-a-long; audicnce members
gather around the stage, sitting ina
circle on the floor, ‘while Bellus
reads selectlons from the classle
"Green Eggs and Ham.” He reads
from a page In the book, then halds
1t up so everyone can the see the
pictures,

"lee
Bellus,

'l‘he ZAKs spice up their’ vcman
of “Green Eggs and Ham" with the

in kindcrgarlcn_" sald

New Bohemlan's “What I Am." The
song and the story seem made for
cach other. Sam I am, what lam —
you get the plcture. Anyway, dur
ing the charus of the book — “!
not like you Sam I am, ect ,
the song suddenly cmulnlcs into a
thrash version.

Kindergarten this ain’t,

So far the band only has enc
Scuss song In thelr repertoire.

j a

Named after a character in one.of Dr. Seuss' book, S
Zakhal been playing together for three yeau, but things only

The yak on Southgomg ZAK

music {from Edie Bricketl and the -

“WE'RE PROBABLY going lo .
do more Dr. Scuss songs, but nope
of them scem (o have the same en-
ergy as ‘Green Eggs and Hnm,' "
sald Bellus.

But, with the Seuss gimmick or
riat, Southgoing ZAK is a band to be
reckoned with. Thelr six-song cas-
sette is one of the best releases of

“the year, filled with emitently lis-
- tener-frlendly tunes,

It also lacks problems that usu-
~ally plague local recordings like
buried .vocals, hissing and muddy
sound. The band recerded the tape
at the tiny White Rose. Studlos,
Bellus is from Chelsea and learned
about: the studio (rom fellow Chel-
sea-ltes in the Holy Cows and Opos-
sums, .
“It’s llke a llttle house in the
country, but he's (the studlo opera-
tion) got all this equipment In his

*. basement,” sajd Bellus. “We spent

23 hours in there that weekend.”

The wark pald oft. In addltion to
- help to make an excellent sounding
‘fape, the equipment in the studio
allowed Bellus to do some Interest-
ing tricks like singing backing vo-
cals for himself.

Although most of the members
of the band — John Marshall
(backing vocals, rhythm gultar and
harmanlca), Per Bloland (lead gui-
tar, backIng vocals), Mike Heassler
(bass_ gultar, rhythm guitar) and

. Jon Youtt (drums, juze harp) —

jeled

{Southgoing ZAK’s) -
six-song cassetle is
one of the best .
.releases of the year,
filted with eminently
Irstener-!nendly tunes.

about a year ago.

. writing the band’s songs.

have been playlng together. for
three " years, things ‘only jelled
about a year ago. At the time, ev-
eryone In the band was sharing the
slnging chores, As Bloland puts It,
"We nceded-a rcal voice."

THINGS STAR‘I'ED changing
when Bellus answered an ad that
the band had put In a music store.

“I went in and jammed with
them,” said Bellus, a part-time stu-
dent at Eastern Michigan Unlversi-

ty. It was a pretty daring move be- .
. cause, at the time, Bellus had nev-

er aciually sung In frent of other

ple. .

“I had never been in a band be-
fore, never did anything musical
before,” said Bellus. “I was really
nervous, definitely nervous. John
(Marshall) sang a couple and I just
tried to sing like he did.”

He pulled It off — "They called
and.1 was in." Since then, things
have been going more smoathly for

. a frlend — to handle all the band's

works,

“-month or 50 off to.work on wrlting

the band. The balnncc of power ex-
tends to songwriting. Bloland, Mar-
shall and Heassler all work on

“Usually, one person will write a
guitar line and Jyric and take it to
the band and explain how they
want it to sound,” said Bloland.
“The person wrote it has ‘veto pow-
er' over changes,”- .

So far, the system scems to be
working. In the past year, the band
has come up with almost three
hours - of original music and has
garnered gigs in Ann Arbor, To-
ledo, Kalamazoo and Grand Rap-
Ids. .

THEY ALSO have a manager —

bookings. Why, there ‘are- even
plans fer a ZAK T-shirt in the

ngﬁl now, the band is taking a

more songs. After that, they're
going 10 hop right back on the club
circuit for some more live shows.

About playing live, Bellus said:
“We're just there to have fun.
We're not there to try and Impress
anyone.” Whether they were in-
tending to impress anyone or not,
they've ended up doing just that.

But, we still don't know why they
chose the name of the Southgoing
ZAK instead of ‘the Northgoing
ZAK.

IN CONCERT

Gift-giving ideas

By Larry O'Connor
stalf writor

Give the gift of (local) music.

Or, at least, give it a listen, The
holiday period Is marked with a few
refeases by area musicians and
groups. Record stores, such as Sam's

Jams in Ferndale and Livonia along

REVIEWS

with Schoolkid's in Ann Arbor, have
special local music bins.

. Other stores, such as Harmany
House, for example, mix tocal prod-
ucts among national releases — fit-
ting since a good deal of this locally
produced music is superior to some
of the sap being released by major
labels.

Here's a quick rundown of what's
oul there:
® “Livc at Legs,” John D. Lamb
~ A live recording ls a rather heady
venture for any local -musictan. In
Lamb's case, this cassette is an ex-
cellent forum for the singer-
songwriter who's become a regular
at places such as Alvin's. The spark

with a local spin

of a live setting and Lamb’s emo-
tional, sometimes graveled voice
provides an unbeatable combination.
From Can to Can't,” The Han-
nibals — Byrds-like guitars along
with some rather willowy vocals
mark this latest release from the
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® INDEPENDENT LABEL
Independent Label will perform Mon-
day, ‘Dec. 17, at the Blind Pig, 208 S,

First, Aan Arbnr For jotormatlon, call .

996-8555.

® HAVOC

Mavoc will perform with Dwight Car-
roll and Final Warning Monday, Dec. 17,
at Studio Lounge. 6921 Wayne Road. be-
tween Warren and Ford roads, Westland.
For information, call $22-0245.

® SECOND COMING
Second Coming wiil perform Tucsday,
Dec. 18, at Key West, 24230 W. Six Mile,

" Detroit. For information, call 592-0090.

® GOON SXWAD

Goon Skwad will perform Tuesday,
Dec. 18, at ‘the Blind Pig, 208 S. First,
Ann Arbnr For Inlnlmﬂlun call 996-
8555, - . .

® GLASS ALLEY

Glass Alley will perform along wlm
Fast Actlon and Symphony of Stell will
perform Tuesday, Dec. 13, ‘at Studio
Lounge. 6921 Wayne Road, between War-
ren and Ford roads, Westland. For Infor- -
hation, call 522-0245.

@ INCURABLES

Incurables will . perform Wtdnesd:y
Dec. 18, at Key Wesl, 24230 W. Six Mile,
Detroit For m!ormaunn. call $92.0090. °

® BORAX

Borax will perform’ Wednesday, Dec.
19, at the Rlind Plg, 208 S. First, Ann Ar-
bor. For Information, call 936-8535. .

® TINPAR ALLEY L
Tin Pan Alley will perform along with
Sweet Life and Black Ashe Wednesday,
Dec. 19, at Studio Lounge, 692) Wayne.
oad, between Warren and Ford roads,
Westland. For information, calt $22-0245.

® THE DIFFERENCE

The Difference will perform Thursday.
Dec. 20, at the Dlind Pig. 208 S. Flm.
Ann Arbor. For Information, call 996
8555

® THE MOVEMENT

" The Movement will perform Thunda)u
Dec. 20, Key West, 24230 W, Six Mile, Do~
tront. For information, call $92-0090.

® ORANGE ROUGHIES

Orange Roughles will perform with ~

guests, Happy Accldents, Thursday,

20, 3t Club 3.D, 1815 N. Maln, Royal Oak.

For nformation, call $89-3344.

"'® FAITHEALERS -

. Faithealers will perform with guests,
Destructlon Ride, Thursday, Dec. 30, at

Club Heldelbérg, 215 N. Main, Ann Arbor. *

For Information, call 99¢.3562.

® EZBANG

£ Bang will perform along with Ha-
voc and Slark Ravin Thursday, Dec. 20,
at Studio. Lounge. 6921 Wayne Road,
Westland. For information, call 729-2540.

® SWEET TEAZE

Sweet Teaze will perform Friday, Dec.
21, 3t Key West, 24230 W. Six Mlle, De-
trou. For information, call 592.0090.

" @ GRANFALLOGR

Granfalloon will perform with Seu-
Ghy-Gun and Burnl Weeny Sandwitch in

COLLEGE

2 CD release party Friday, Dec. 21, 5t
Paycheck’s, 2932 Canlif, Hamtramck.
For information, call 874-0254.

® FRANK ALLISON & THE ODD 80X

Frank Altison & the Odd Sox will per-
form Friday and Saturday, Dec. $1-22, af
the Blind Pig. 208 S. First, Ann Arbor:
For informalion, cal) 996-8555.
® UETROIT BLUES BAND

Detrolt Blues Band will have a record
refease party 9 pm.-to 2 am. Friday,
Dec. 21, at Moby Dt:h. 5452 Schaefer
Road, - Dearborn. The wlil also Include
Redford Steve and Detroit Specla) and
Harmonica Shah. For anormuion. clll
58-3650.

L] CULTU"E BANDITS

Culture Bandits will perform with -
guests, Standing Shadows, Friday, Dec.
21, at.Finney's Pub, 3965-Woodward, De-
l!nll. For informatlon, call 831.8070,
@ FAIR QAME

Falr Game_ will perform along with
Moxxy and Roulette Friday. Dec. 21, at
Studio Lounge, 6921 Wayne Road, be-
tween Warren and Ford roads, Weatland.
For information, call 7292540,

® 'EARTH COMMUNITY CONCERT
Earth Communily Concert wliil -take

" place 7:30 p.m. 10 2 a.m. Friday, Dec. 21, -

at Birmingham Unitarian church, 651

- Woodward, north ol Lone Pine Road.

Performers Include: Mark ~Lindquist,
classical guitar; Czar, brother and sister
folk rock duo; Danielle Double You, spo-
ken performance, Frank Pahl, one min
band, Vudu Hippies, folk reck; and Weep.
lnl nachzl power-folk band. Admlssion
nefit Saint Dominic's
Soup Kllchm For lnlonmllun. cal) 5"-
7235 or 5418853 .

® HoLy EOWS

Holy Cows will perform with gueats,
Opossums, Friday, Dec. 21, at Club
Heidelberg, 215 N: Main, Ann Arbor FM’
informalion, call 934-3562.

® STRANGE BEDFELLOWS
Slnngt Bediellows wilt perform Fri:
Dec. 21, at Hamtramck Pub, 2048
Cznlll off 1.75. For Information, call $65.
9760, The group alsa performs Snlurdzy.
D« 22, at Alvin's in Detrolt, -
L STEVE KING & THE DITTLIES .
Steve King & the Dittlies wlll perform
Saturday, Dec. 22, at Jameson's, 1812 N.
Main, Royal Oak For information, call,
547-6470.

- ® TNE I WISEMEN

Wisemen, featuring members of
me ldlnu and Sensiuve Big Guys, will
perform with guests, The Swinging Rich-
ards, Saturday, Dec. 22, at Finney's Pub,
3965 Woodward, Detroit. For lﬂ!on—m
tion, call 8318070,

® FLOORY

Floor 9 will perform with guests, Free-
masans, Saturday, Dec. 22, at Club Exit,
2946) Join R, near 12 Mile, Madison
Heights For information, call 5893344,

® TRACERA BULLET

Teacer, Rullet will perform along with
Concrete Rattle and Smash Alley, Satur-
diy, Dec. 22. at Sivdio Lounge, 6921
Wayne Hoad, between Warren and Ford
toads, Westland. For mlormman. call
729-2540.

LOCAL

Here are the top 10 albums receiy-
ing air play on WHFR-FM, campus
station at Henry Ford Cammnnlq
College. -

1.“Mixed Up,” The Cure

‘Bona Drag,” Morrissey

Live!," Mlnistry

Red Hot & Blue.” various artists

Greatest Hits, So Far,” P.LL.

6. “Ritual de lo Habitual” Jane's

Addiction

7."Around & Around,” Crickle =

ﬂ Toa Dark Park," Skinoy Puppy
9. “Brick by Brick." 1ggy Pop

10. "Look in Your \hnd " ﬁc tocur:

nbles

2
3
4
5.

Here are the top 10 songs o “Detrolt *
Music Scene,” which Is heard 4-5 p.m.
Sundays trepeated 530630 p.m. Tues-
'days)on WDTR-FM 909,

1. "Skull and Crossbones,” Knaves

2. "Hammer of Raln,” Hanaibals

3. “Pluckavage,” Wrath of Christiags

4. “Go Easy,"Ragnar Kvaran

5. “Thinkin' About You,” Walkla® Stick

ﬁ “Whipping Boy," Bloe Nimbes
“Crystal,” Chatn Reaction

8 “Cesspool of Fatc." Inside Out

9 “Fragrance of Christ.” Vawmpire Ro-.

deats

10. “The Hello. Hello, Hello Song.” J\udy.

Dreckman

AN EMOTIONAL
FISH
— An Emotlonal
Fish

The lalest band from the currently -

tashionable hothed of mustc — Ire-
land ~ An Emotional Fish come
from the guitar-based camp, which,
in the wake of the unmentionable U-
know-who-2, include 1the likes of
Something - Happens, Power of
Dreams and The Stunning, as op-
posed to the raggle-taggle, diddly-
eye merchants like lothouse .Flo-
wers, Waterhoys and Energy Ore-
hard.

With the dramatic and, excuse the
pun, emotional vocals of Gerard
Whelan and the driving bass playing
of Enda Wyatt, an. Emotional Fish
stray into the INXSterritory and
sametimes wallow there a while. . .

Lyrically, they explore alienation
and human torments. Witness this
from “Lace Virginia:" “Sce it's a
1and of make belicve, teliing stories
of little broken bays/from liftle bro-
ken homes/who have broken every
single rule.”

The iead aff track, “Celebrate,” is
o wonderful song with one of the
more memorable introductory bass
Tines thls year. It Is quickly joined by
a strong and punchy guitar before
heralding the arrlval of those vocals
dellvering some marvelous lines.

“Blue" has a haunting melody line
and fIne guitar wark, but backing vo-
cals from Jilt Turner, tend to steer
the sound dangerously ctose to I’re-

fab Sprout. This seems to, occur

whenever Turner’s vocals are used, -

asin “Jullen.”

It is around this time in the order
of the songs that Whelan's “emotion-
al” singing degenerates, lrritatingly,
to breathless, throaty growls, ‘ala
Mr. Bono Vox of the aforementioned
unmentlonables. .

Perhaps thera is more to this, as
‘Emotlonal Fish’s flrst Irish break
was givea by U2's (oops, T did i)
Mother Records.

Style Is' chonged somcwhat on
“Colors” when Whelan comes across
as Lou Reed, with a spoken/sung vo-
cal.

The CD version contalns a bonus
track called “Mave On™ whleh fea-

tures some exemplary guitar work -

but once agaln suffers by the end of
the sang when Whelan has degener-
ated to his “screams.”

*“An Emotional Fish” is an intell}-
gent recording but with a multitude
of reference points, contalns only a
hand(ul of identltlable “"Emotlonal
Fish™ moments.

— Cormac Wright

Red, Hot + Blt:je
— Various Artists

This is a fine and long overdue
tribute to one of America's greatest
songwriters. It's.. . . IU's-. ., Well,
to lift a few lines from Cole Porter,
:ls great; it's grand; it's a wonder-
and! -

Twenty per(qrmers organized by
producer Steve Lillywhite revisit —
and often pump up — the Cole Por-
ter songbook. The combination of
performer and song is often uncanny
— Debble Harry and Tggy Pop dolng
“Well, Bid You Evah?” David Byrne
galloping through “Don’t Fence Me
In" and the Gypsy band, Les
Negresses Vertes dolng I Love Par-
i

Red Hot Is a slick, well-packaged
benefit for AIDS research. The CD
comes with two booklcts contalning,
among other things, a list of musi-
clans, a brief Porter blography and a
12-point list of what can be done Lo
fight the deadly disease and dlspel
the myths surrounding It. “All people
wlith AIDS arc innocent,” the booklet
says.

Porter (1893-1964) wrote mostly
for theater productions and, later,
movies. His songs were adapied by

pop and jazz singers like Ella
Fltzgerald and Frank Sinatra.

Porter wrote about love and ro-

mance, and some songs, “Love far
Sale,” for example, were banned for
supposed explicit lyries. He accu-
rately depicts both the joy and pain
th v¢ inspires. In “Ev'ry Time
Ev'ry time we say goodbye/1
dlc a little/Ev'ry time we say good-
bye/I wonder why a littie/Why the
gods above me/Who must be in the
know/Think so little of me/They al-
low you to go."

Porter's work and that of his con-
temporaries has beer neglected by
rock and rollers, however. That's un-
fortunate. k.d. lang. The Jungle
Brothers, Nenah Cherry and others
here prove Perter ripe for interpre-
Latlon. The red and white versfons
don't always work, and there is some
uninspired stuff here. Bul it’s the ex-
ceptlon.

Buy this. Then try Ella Fitzger-
ald's Cole Porter Songbook.

— Brian Lysaght

GHOST OF A DOG

— Edie Brickell

and New
Bohemians -

Perhaps you were lured into buy-
ing this group's {irst album “Shoot.
ing Rubberbands at the Stars” on'the.
strength of their first single “What 1

m " The song was a nearly perfect
pop ditty ~ quirky, catchy and a bit
suly. The rest of the album was sort
of a let-dawn. The songs were bland
mid-tempa numbers, seemingly in-
distinguishahle from each other.

Perhaps your disappointment was
s great that you swore off Edie and
Co. forever. Perhaps your anti-Edie
resalve was strengthened by hearlng
their wretched Bob Dylan cover.

Ii that's the case, then give ole
Edie another chance because “Ghost
of a Dog™ Is a much better record
than [is predecesser. There's no-in-
stant hit like “What 1 Am™ but, over.
atl, the album is much more diverse,
enjoyable and, well, mature.

As on the last album, Brickell
writes most of the songs and lyrics,

(She got her Cinderella-like start -

with the New Hohemlans after
downing & few shots of booze then
foining them on stage. But, if after
that, she wrote two albums worth of
muslc and lyrics. then she must have
had some sort of musical tralning
previous to her drunken debut). Any-
way, hanging around her [riend Paul
Simon {yes, that Paul Simon) seems
to have impraved Brickell's writing
ability,

Edic ﬁ'}f-f(s‘.u. .
New Boms HS

6{105{0(4 %9

~Her sical songwriting-abillty
that was only hinted at on the last
album is fully alplored on this one. -
“Oak Cliff Bra,” for example, is a ,
silly little tune that sounds llke a °
children’s song. “A lady with a baby,
with only one shoe/walks by/ :
where's his other shoe?" asks Brick- -
ell.

Most of the music on the album Is
acoustic which sults Brickell's light,
wispy voice. The album sounds more
like an album than_a collection of ;
separate songs (If you can under- -
stand that). o

“Ghost of a Dog™ finds the band-;
making more diverse and lnlcmllnl .
music. The songs range from the rev,
quisite pap lunes like “Mama Help *
Me™ to more exploralory, lou!-'
searching numbers like 10,000 Ans -
gels." Overall, it's A fine sophumom
effort.

— Jill Hamiiton.



