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Male students infiltrate former women’s college

By Jlnlu Brunson
stalf writer

When H. Charley Curtls, 15 en-

rolled in business classes at Madon-
na College in Livonla, he never con-
sldered becoming a statlatle,
- But Curtls, a graduate of Gardeh
City High School ‘who now works for
grandfather Don Massey of Massey
Cadillac in Plymouth, is a stalistic.

Durlng this semester’s reglstra-

Tim Nadon of Farmington believes .

' Madonna offers a superior education.
A product of Catholic primary and
‘secondary schools, Nadon is Catholic,

as are 70 percent of
attending Madonna.

all students

students in a lecture hall there. ']
don’t think anyone can benefit from
a'situation llke that.”

Stowell cltes a course he recently
completed, a mandatory class of-
{fered on Saturday morning, the only
tme he could atlend. *Including
mysclf, there were three siudents.

But the class wasn't canceled and .

the Instructor, who was the grealest,
adjusted to so few students.” That,
he sald, would never be the case Ina

tlom, he was the male
to enrall for classes, the first time
that one thousand or more men have
ever enrolled during a single semes-
ter since Madonna was founded by
Feliclan Sisters in 1947,

Although the college began admit-
ting men in 1972, female students
have continued to cutnumber males
by four to one. Of 4,393 students now
enrolled, 1,020 are men,

Unmindful of numbers, Curtls. se-
lected Madonna because of its size
and location. He prefers a smaller,
more intimate school and the cellege
Is conveniently located to job and
home in Plymouth,

public

Mike Stowel), 28, a full-time city.
employee for Northville participat-
ing in.an employment educational
program, selected Madonna for the
same reasons. A Plymouth resident,
he has been taking night classes
since 1987,

“I HOPE TO graduale sometime
. this century,” he said with a laugh,
figuring on another seven years of -
night school before carning a degree
In public administration.

John Taltlard, a 33-year-o|d father
of two, also attends Madonna part

time in & program spunsored by his
employer, Flint Ink. The firm pays
part of Talllard's tuitlon fees of $122
per credit hour (120 are normally
needed far graduation).

“It’s more intimate here,” he said.

Eric Klisz, 18, a graduate.of Livo.
nia’s Churchill High who has not yet
declared s major -at  Madonna,
agrees.

“The student-teacher ratio here Is

~much lower, My friend attends the

University of Michlgan and he's hav-
ing {academic) trouble. There's 250

"The male

to i

about 3-4 percent each year at Madonna, Some
. of the men who selected the college based on
size, location and  curriculum include {from

nia, Tim Nadon.of
Plymouth, Charlie
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Tim Nadon, 26, of Farminglon be-
lieves Madonna offers a superlor ed-
ucatien. A product of Catholic pri-

- mary and secondary schools, Nadon
is Cathollc, as are 70 percent of all
students attending Madonna.

“I'M AN EDUCATION major. The

- fost interesting thing about Maden-
na Is that teaching in the classroom |

Is olfered ecach semester. It com-
pletely prepares you for going into.
the classroom, that necessary onc~
on-one nxperlcnce -

N:ulun knows current employmnut

-opportunity Is scarce. To Increase

his chances for & job after gradua-
tion next year, he has changed his
minor from English to math. He is
willing to relocaie and "I'm a man.
They llke -male teachers. That
helps.”

John Rurdick, a 20- yc:nr-ald from

. Redford Township who ls majoring

In criminal justlce, is more con-
cerned at the moment with main-
taining passing grades. A sopho-
more, he nearly “played too much
bascball” tast school year. Still, he
completed the year with a 2.6 grade
point average.

Nadon, who transferred lo Madon-
na after. compleling two years at
QOakland Community College, was
“surprised when. I found out they
take men here.”

As Lo the clear majorlty of female
students? “If's a lerrlble burden,” he
quips.

SISTER NANCY . MARIE ' JAM-
ROZ, vice president for student life
at Madonna, said the college contin-
ually attempts lo bolster male en-
rollment. .

“Qur ‘on-golng programs In bll.!l‘
ness arc attractive to the male popu-
lation. Initiatives taken-by various

like Bell, to as-

A product of Catholic

.and public high, schoals, Enrdlck

choose Madonna because of its Cath-
olic discipline, At the time of regls-

tration, he was unaware of student .

body composition,

“Thad no ldea it was mostly wom-
en,” he said, adding the odds don't
interest him because he already has
a glrllrlcnd.

sist in continulng educativn by act-
ing. as third-party payers, en:
courages men. '

“We've gone slowly, increasing
(male enroliment) by 3 to 4 percent &
year. Now we've rcached over 25
percent. And we will continue to
strive (o balance enrollment even
more,” she concluded,
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