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geon cchoes and angelic whispers
— wouldn't scem to translate the

i a brooding masterplece, border-
ing on apocelyptic. An undertone of
redemption (hrough its heavenly
vocals only adda to its brilliance.

-But s His Name is Alive real or
are they Memorex?

Many have pondered Lhis since
the release of the stunning “Livo-
:{;" on the British independent la-

lpllned glory and niances — ghost-

“Livonia” by His Name is Allve .

L After all, the LP in all its tape-

1y moans, soll hitting caskets, dun- .

of a live

show.

Added “to the Intrigue on (his
night at the Majestic Theatre is the:
anonymity surrounding the band it-
sell. His Name Is Allve is faceless,
the sum lotal of many dlverse mu-

His Name is Alive triumph on stage

emn figure of a dead tree and of a
creature on the stage.

AT 12:50 AM,, the house lights
go off, A shadowy flgure emerges
against a white backdrop and
gins some Cocteau Twins-inspired
gultar strumming. .

An ccricnw creeps inln these

sical talents
ren Defever of Livonia,

After Inside Out's rousing set,
the cloud of mystery only expands.

A woman dressed head to toe in
black goes around lighting candles
(maklng us wonder 1f this Instead is
a seance to bring back Houdlni).
Defever strateglcally places a sol-

Karin Ollver may not havu interacted with the uudmm:e, but
grace. was there to entertain the audmnce.

by War-

the
hnmlng wax l}ml singes our. nos-
trils. Another figure appears.
From - the darkness comes a
voice — s0 soothing, almost celes-
tial. It's become clear Karin Oliver
wlll take vs by the hand and lead
through the ominous tunnel of this
musical journey. Fears are al-

SCOTT MiCK

her ethereal voice, her saving

* cohort, Jymn Auge, delve into. the

" dience, ‘only to zpologlze for an

“better know His Name is Alive,

layed, trepidations annulled — at '

least for the moment. - .

After the opening strains of
“Relncarnation,” the duo is joined
on stage by the rest of the band.

From the onset, it's quite appar-
ent this is not the usual ‘Hey-dude-
let's-rock’n’roll*-play-12-songs-do-
an-obligatery-encore” iype of
show.

Anather thing is apparem. Thisis |-
of “Livo-

not an exact vo-

IN CONCERT.

® LEGAL TENDER

Legal Tender wiil perform Mooday.
through Sunday, Dec, 24-30, at the Studlo
Lounge, 6921 Wayne Road, Westland. For
informatlon, call 729-2540.

® GETTA GRIP & FRIENDS

Getta Grip & Friends wili perform
‘Wednesday, Dec. 26, at the Blind Pig, 208
. First, Ann Arbor. For informatlon, call
996-8555.

® SEEDICK RUN

See Dick Run will perform Thursday,
Dee. 27, at Club 3.D, 1815 N. Manor,
north of 12 Mile Road, Roysl Oak. Fbr
call 539-3344.

nia.” Some numbers bridge. natu-
rally, others veer 8(f into their own
lefdoms. The presentation,: itself,
is far more electric and pulsating
than the LP, .

Defever and hls gultar playing’

realm of psychedelin at tmes.
Other guitar fare comes across as
atmospherie, almost pristine in its
haunting introspection,

ON THIS night, “Fossl]” Is unre-
lenting. Defever and his band
‘mates feed off one another's ampli-
fier feedback. The crescendo Is
complete with ‘Defever breaking
off into a mesmerizing guitar salo,

Mellssa’s acoustle’ guitar
tempers ‘the mood. "Charmer,” a
new tune in the His Name is Alive
arsenal provides a' well-needed
resplte.

The rhythm section is ln sync.
Damian Lang provldes the thunder
and ah overall feeling the demons
are approaching only a few steps
behind. ‘Auge and Defever, switch-
ing out on bass, judiciously inter-
ject the proper thud of Intensity.

Then there is Oliver, our appoint-
ed guide on this trip. She becomes
totally enraptured in the music,
contorting herse)f wildly to the
psychosis-induced beat between vo-
cal lines, .

She seldom mu.racu with the au-

abarted gig at Saint Andrew's Hall
and to mention that T-shirts will be
on sale afterwards in the lobby,

Also,'as with the rest of band,
Oliver's face is™ barely ~ visable
agatnst the shadows and the surre-
al images flashed on the backdroy
by the projectionist.

With the all:black garb and rigid
dance steps, one would hazard to
guess Dieter fram “Sprockets” is
her chorcographer. Her ethereal
voice, though, is her saving grace.

1f people arrived expecting to

they left disappointed..A few ticks
after, 2 am., the band exited the’
stage.- No encore, a smattering of
awkward applause,

Instead as the house lights came
on, there was a qulet

® JAMES GLASS

James Glass' will perform Thursdsy,
Dee. 27, at Jameson's, 1812 N, Main, Roy-
al Oak. For Information, call $47-8470.

® TRINIDAD TRIPOLI

Trinidad Tripoli Steel Band will per-
form Thursday, Dec. 27, at ibe Blind Pig,
208 S First, Ann Arbor. For ln!ﬂrmzllnn
cal! 996-8555. The band also pe:

day. Dec. 29, at Club lkldelbﬂ; 2]5

N. Main, Atn Arbor. For information,
call §94-3562.

® HAPPY ACCIDENTS -

Happy ' Accidents "will pmmn “with
guesls. The Dilrods, Friday. Dec, 28, 31
Finney's Pub, 3965 Woodward, Detroit.
For {nformation, call €31-3070.

* ® THE DREAM

“The Dream will perform Friday, Dec
28, at Jameson's, 1812 N. Main, Royal
Oak. For information, call 547-6470.

L] PNINEA! GAGE
Phincas Gage  will perform Friday,
Dec. 28, at Lili's 21, 2930 Jacob, Ham-

tramek. For informalion, call 875-8555.

<@ SCOTT MORGAN

Scott .Morgan will perform, Friday,
Dec. 28, at the. Blind Pig, 200 S. First,,
Ann Arbor. For information, -call WS—
8555,

® ORANGE ROUGHIES

Orange Roughics will perform Friday,
Dec. 28, at Paycheck’s, 2932 Canlff, off
Jos Campau, Hamtramck. Misslona,
Stew opens. For inlormation, call #73:
[

® BLUESMATICS

Bluesmatics will perorm Friday, Deé.
28, at_Auburn. Lanes/Village Pub, 27
South Squirrel, Auburn Helghts. For lo-
formation, call 852-1710,

® TRACYLEE & THE L

Missionary Stew will open for
Orange Roughies Flldly. Dec.
28, at Paycheck's Lounge,
2932 Canitf, Hamtramck, For
intormation, call 872-8934.
will open. Tickets are §10. Loors openi 9
p.m. For information, call 833-9700.
® ELVIS HITLER

Elvis Hitler will perform Saturday,
Dec. 29, at Club Exit, 29481 John R, near
12 Mile, Madison Heights. For informa-

"tlon, call 589-3344. -

® PABSENGERS
Passengers will perform Saturday.
-Dec. 29, at Jameson's, 1813 N. Maln, Roy-
ul Oak. For informatlon, call 547-6470.
@ JEANNE AND THE DREAMS.

Jeanne and the Dreams will perforin
Saturday, Dec. 29. at Club Heidelberg,
215 N, Maln, Ann Arbor. For informatlon,
call 994.3562.
® HARMONICA SHAH

Harmonica Shah’ will perform Satur-

day. Dec. 29, .at "Moby Dicks, 5452
Schacfer, Dearborn.” For lnlm-mll]m
‘¢al) 581-3650.

® HANNIBALE
The Hannibals will open for See Dick

" - Run Saturday, Dec. 29, at Lili's 21, 2930

Jacob, off Jos. Campau, }I-mlnm:l. For
information, call 875-6355.

_® THE KNAVES

The Knaves will perform Sunday, Dec.
30, at Lii's 21, 2930 Jacob, off Jos. Cam-
pau,: Hamtramek. The Covingtoas will
open. Cover 'is $2. For informatioa, call

175 6555,

& FRANK ALLISON & THE ODD 80X
Frank Allison & the Odd Sox will per-
form New Year's Eve Monday, Dec. 31,

Tracy Lee & the Leonards will perform .
Saturday, Dec. 29, at the Blind Pig. 208 5.
Finsl,-Ann Arbor. For information, cali
996-8555.

® THE GENERALS

The Generals will perform with guests,
Amocba Men, Saturday, Dec. 29, at Fin-
ney’s Pub, 1965 Woodward, Detroit. For
information, call 831-8070.

® BOP (HARVEY) .
Bop (harvey) will perform Saturday,
Dec. 29, at the Majestlc Theatre, u:n .

His ‘Name ls Alive had done their
job.

'MUSIC NOTES

, Detroit. The Sun

CU-TTING
EDGE

In these times of corporate merg-
ers It only seems natural some local
bands do the same. Bits and pleces
other groups have pooled efforts re-
cently. The results are a bit Intrigu-
ing. .
The hard-rocking Truncheons with
Karen Monster joining forces with
Vertical * Plllow " alumnus  Paula
Bonfford and Monlc Reynolds and
-former Plasma Bat member Ragael
Salasay Is the best known ol these
conglomerates.

Another ‘one to develop is Thunder

REVIEWS

Harp Cholr, featuring former mem-
bers of Robb Roy (Grabam Strachao,
Mike Martln and Jay Kabn) and Jug-
glers and Thieves (Chrissey McCall).
The group performed an eclectic,
not to mention enjoyable, folk-rock
set in the recent WLLZ-FM's “Meals
for Wheels™ benefit at Key West in

‘Detroit.

Also, Viclous Prunes Is a new out-
fit that includes Scott Cmmpbell,
Robert Gillespie {Mltch Ryder), Rich
Cole (Romaatley) and Glyan Scanlon
(Mister X and the [dlots).

For now, the group is a studio out.
tit. Though Campbell added playing
live gigs is not being ruled out.

From Chaos Network's Sue Sum-
mers comes word that pawer-chord
gonzo outfit Culture Bandits has
been selected one of 16 semifinalists
in the annual Snickers New Music
Search '90.

The trio of Ken Haas, Terry Brad- .
ley ang Jason Bowes was selected
from hundreds of tapes sent by radio
stations across the country. Winners'
will be featured on a compilation al-

bum that is distributed to 300 radio
slations nationwide. -

Also, a vote from a recent broad-
cast was taken to determine the top
five acts of the finalist pool. The
band bringing in the most tatlies ro-
ceives a recording conlract with
EMI Records.

Those merry hipsters :u WOUX-
ampus station of Oakland Uni-
versity, sponsored the band.

Cultute Bandits are expécted to

Please turn to Pagoe 4

Here are the top 10 albums receiving

. air play on “The Cutting Edge,” which s

hrard Bpm o3 am on CIMX-FM 3.7

) RHu.’lI de lo Habitual,” Jlucl Addic-
tion

2.7 G.xli. Lusk

3 “Bnck by Brick.” tggy Pop

4.“Mixed Up,"” The Care

5 "Heart-Shaped World,” Curis Isank

& “Ghost of a Dog.” Edle Brickell & New
Bobemlaps

7 “Cake,” Trash Can Sinatras

8 “Bona Drag.” Morrissey

9 “Hell's Ditch.” The Pogues

10 “One Simple Word."” The Coanells

at Clu! S N. Main, Anb Ar--
bor. Fof mionmu::n. ﬂll 994.3562.

® QEORQE BEDMD ARD THE

KINGP ns

e Bedard and the Kingplos will
pcr{nrm Monday, Dec, 31, at the Blind
Pig. 208 S. First, Ann Arbor. For infor.
mation, call 996-8555.

® NINE kNCH NALLS

Nine Inck Nails wil! perform Monday,
Dec. 31,24 the Laun Quarter, 3067 E.
Grand Blvd., Detroit. Tickets are 320 in
advance. For information, call 99-MU-
SIC.

LOCAL
Music Scene.” which s beard 4.5 pm.

Sundays (repeated $:30-6:30 pm. Tues-
days) on WDTR-FM 905.

l “Drain." m Gclr
"I'm Free.”
3 'Pﬂ‘clmu Mmgold " Wrath of Chris.

A - Roomlul af Train,” Hannlbals

5. "The Spider on My Arm,” Ragear
Kvaran

6. "Ask Me A»olhct Day." lnlde Ont

FROM CAN
TO CAN'T :
—- The Hannibals

All the clements arc there for
comparisons: jangly guitars, guys

from a college town and, well, do we

have to spell it out for you? RE.M.
* More often than not, though, com-

parisons arc lazy. They supply an . :

easy-lo-affix label for those lost for
descriptive words.

“From Can to Can't,” the East
Lanslng-based outfit's latest release,
wlll being to mind the Athens, Ga.,
rockers just in terms of the guitar-
based sound, which ls a pleasant
blend of acoustic folkand electrle

strumming, bountiful without belng -

busy. -

Aslde from that, the Hannlbals
chart thelr own course with a canny
knack for putilng forth some unre-
leating  hooks and lyrics that are
quitc visual ln scope.

And, besides, you can hear what
Chris Johnston is singing.

With
Chris Geherin's songs take the
boundless feel of pencll sketches
done in an open field. “Hammer of
Rain,” for example, aches and
partches (he throat as Johnston
yearns for some pmlplullon

“Sway Like a possesses a
simitar heartland feel, but the Han-
nibals' songs are by no means an-
themic In the John Cougar Mellen-
camp scnse of the word,

no polltical axes to grind, |

However, there is a tendency to
rely a little heavy on the Jerry Ho-
dak Book of Songwrittng with con-
stant references to clouds, rain, wind
and sun. All that is missing is the
temperature.

s rock'a‘roll you want? Well,
rock’n’roll it is in “Wandering Eye"
and “Roomful of Train.” “Roomful
of Train,” In particular, is a scorcher
with a buzz saw of guitar activity
capped off by some bouyant harmo-

nies.

Which brings us to Johnston's vo-
cals. He's not exactly Pavarotti, but
his distinctive throaty moan pro-
vides an edge to many of these
songs. He knows when 1o carry a
note to the proper polnt of execution.

In fact, executlon is something the
Hannibals do well in all aspects of
this release,

— Larry O'Connor

SOUTHGOING ZAK oy figuing

— Southgoing Zak

Let's go out on a limb here
Southgoing Zak's debut six-song ¢as-
sette is one of the best local releases
of the year.

No kldding
* This Zak is an Ann Arbor- bnwd
group and was named after a Dr,
Seuss character, the Southgeing Zax.
Southgolng Zak changed the spelling
50 Dr. Seuss wouldn't get mad. They
probably needn’t- have bathered -
Dr. Seuss doesn't seem like he'd be a
big: meanie about the matter. But 1
digress.

On to the music. Imagine the Por
gues fronted by Elvis Costello. Or
the English Beat with less of a reg-
gae sound. Somewhere in between
there is what %ou(huolng Zak sounds
like.

The tyrics of the three sang writ
ers in the group — Per Boland (gui-
tar, backing vecals), John Marshall
(backing vocals, guitar, harmonica)
and Mike Heassler (bass, guitar) are
consistently strong and of equal
quality, so the wards scem to-come
{rom a single source, instead of from
three different writers. Of course,
when someonc with as a strang voice
as singer Dan Bellus handles the
words, they could be about anything
and still saund good. Bellus' decp,
passionate voice is the sort (hat
could make a song like “Row, Row,
Row Your Hoat™ sound like a great

tune,
The band recorded the casselte at

ZAR
, .

3
S 7]

a place called White Hose Studios.
The production values on "Southgo-
ing Zak™ are exceilent. From the
clear vocals to the shimmering har-
monica sonds, this tape sounds more

%

-‘professional than most of the profes-

sional tapes that cross my desk.

The Zak's. to thelr credit, aren't
afrald to be experimental with the
sounds “on their 1ape. Instruments

hke a harmonica and a jew's-harp .

add a bit of an Irish folk quality to
(heir songs. Lead guitarist Bloland
puts his instrument through the
paces as he tests out different
sounds. Iis tests usually pay off with
interesting results.

“Storm,” “Still Life,” "President’s
Day" and "Old Hempville Road™ are
all wnes along a similar line —
danceable, encrgetic and a little
Irish sounding. “From a Hill" is a bit
slower. 1t sounds like an old, sort of
melanchely . folkish song that you
once know. It's almost nostaglic.

Bui cnough of this slobbering
praise. Buy the tape for yourself and
make up your awn gushing prose.

—Jill ‘Hamitton

HOLD ME UP

— Goo Goo Dolls -

Well, with the Repl
releasing “All Shook Down,” essen-
tially a Paul. Westerberg solo.

project, the world is looking for a re-
placement for the Replacements,

Enler the Goo Goo Dolls. -

This trio of musicians — George,
Johnny and Robby — sound more
like the Replacements than the cur-
rent version of the Replacements
sound themselves. The Goo Goo
Dolls have got that garagey, rough:
hewn Minneapolis sound down pat.
Plus, onc of these three first-name-,
only guys (I don't krow which —
they all take turns singing) has a
gravely Paul Westerberg-esque
voice. A fun game idea: Play the Goo
Goo Dolls “Just the Way You Are” or
“There You Are” for a {riend and
have them try to guess the band.

‘The one major difference between
the (wo bands is that the Goo Goo
Dolls.don't have the recurring pen-
chant for writing ballads that West.
erberg does. Save for “Two Days in
February™ and the 22-second long
ditty “22 Seconds,” the Goo Goo
Dolls eschew anything that hints of .
mellowness.:

The rest of the nlbnm is pure rag-
gedy rock'n'rol). “So Out of Line™
starts at a frantlc pace and doesn't
let up. Same with raucous tunes like
“Hey" and "Qul of the Red.”

For "Hold Me Up,” the Goo Goo
Dolis selecied an odd palr of songs to

cover. Onc is a Goa Goo version of
Prince’s “Never Take the Place of
Your Man.” The singing chores on
this number are handled by special
guest vocalist “the incredible Lance
Diamond.”

The Dolls turn the songs lnw a
rocker, a bit like the Hindu Love
God's version of “Raspberry Beret.”

The other cover is a version of the -

Plimsoles  “Miliion Miles Away."
You may remember the original
song from the movie “Valley Girl.”
The rest of the album proceeds at
a manle pace, highlighting some
wild drumming, killer gultar llcks
and general wilderness ~— good stuff,
Hopefully, these Goo Goo folks wlll
be more successful al being the Re-
than the

were,
— Jill Hamilton
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