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Mummers Parade attracts all kmds

By Nicki and Harold Chodnott
special writers’

It's a 12-hour party .on Broad
Street In  Philadelphla; princes,’
clowns, devils and angels, In sequins,
satins and feathers, all marching to
the sound of music, he strains of -
banjos and glockensplels. .

It's New Year's Day in Philadel-
phia and time for (he annual

Mummers Parade, which has the -

. madness of Mardi Gras mlxed with
melting-pot immigrant customs,

The parade’s histery goes back to
1876 when mummers marched to In-
dependence Hall accompanled by
New Year's . Shooters, comic
masqueraders who rode the streets
shouting, firing guns and occasional- .
Iy killing fellow merrymakers. City
officlals tried to contaln the rowdl-
ness when they took (he parade over
in 1801,

Today,” the elty distributes more
than $280,000 (n prize money among
the four parade dlvlsions and 25,000
participants who march 2% miles up
Broad Street every New Year's Day

". with_spectators lining the route and
a mlllion more from Pennsylvanla,
New- Jersey and Delaware watching
on television.

Leading the parade at 7:45 am. is -

the .Comic Division with prancing,
dancing, colorful clowns ~wiclding
parasols -as they strut to . the
Mummers theme, “Oh, Dem Golden
Slippers,” composed by Philadel-
phlan James Bland In 1873. Floats
- and presentations comlcally satirize
current events and everyday life.
Elaborately dressed marchers

make up the Fancy Divislon, accom- . |

panicd by brass bands, blgger-than-
life floats and frame Suits,

“The String. Band Division, the
most popular unit, marches in mid
afternoon..it's made up of plumed,
bespangled musicians, at least 48
-men per club. Banjos and glocken-
spiets mark time as ornately-garbed
captains perform, preclsion driils
‘and dance routincs.

T' - Faney Brigade Diviston fea-
turcs embelllshed captaln's floats .

. and spectacularly costumed march-
! o

Philadelphians get out their fancy clothes every New Year's Day -
and dance through town in the annual Mummers Parade that

lasts 12 hours. Some of the costumes weigh more than 100 |

ers moving In (ormation. Musie fram
brass bands allow Intricate dance
routlnes. -

Costumes, particularly in the an-

' cy and String Band dlvisions, can

cast several thousand dollars cach.
Somc of the finery, namely . the
framed costumes, can weigh 300
pounds and be 13 to 14 feet high.
String band attire, with back-picces

City of big shoulders proves
to be a bonanza for kids, too

By lrene McMahon
. spectal writer

. There was a_lime when large ho-
tels and resorts were perturbed by
Juvenlle visltors. Not any longer.

Nearly 100 Hyatt hotels and re-
sorts - in the US., Canada and the
Caribbenn have Initlated supervised
weekend activities for children un-
der 15 years of age. Their Camp Hy-.
att affers speclal room rates, chil-
dren’s menus, room service and a
welcome check-in packet for the
klds. My family and I spent such a
weekend recently at the Chicago Hy-
att Regency.

We started early Saturday morn-

ing at the Museum of Science and In-.. "

dustry, a place that could have done
us in for the weekend. To avoid this
_we llmited -our time to. one exhlbit
“per person. Jonathan, 8, chose the
story of petroleum with cavemen

. and ‘wooly’ mammoths. Mac and I
wanted to sce the Frank Lloyd
Wright exhiblt. Meryl, 9, opted for
the gift shop.

Before we all developed a bad
case.of museum_ feet we headed for”
-the Billy Goat Tavern under Michi-
gan Boulevard. (The children had
pushed for McDonald's but we held
firm.) Saturdays the long wooden bar
is empty and tables at the Billy Goat
arc filled with familles munching
hamburgers and grilled cheese sand-
wiches. Over our heads hung por-
traits of greal Chicago journalists,
Maggle” Daley, Irv Kupelnet, Bob
Cromie and Mike Royko, among oth-
ers, Qur gourmets reluctantly admlt-
ted the hamburgers were at least as
good as those at McDonald's.

At noon we checked [nto our hotel.
The flashiness of the Hyatt [s in.it-
self+an experjence for a child from
the, “burbs.”- At the desk they
rec¢ived their Camp Hyatt caps, as
below In the great atrlum dancers
stepped lightly on the large key-
boapd of an overslzed plano. It was
all an exciting promlsc of:things o

. come, and we reglstered the kids for
that evening’s sesslon of Camp Hy:

att.. .
Our 20th floor room provided a
S . .

panorama of the Chlcago Rliver, the
newly renovated 1905 warehouse,
North Pler. on the Ogden Slip with
thcdlocks and Lake Polnt Tower be-
hin

Soon we were down on the river
for an hour-long excursion through
the locks and out Into the lake. We
had missed a 10:15 a.m. Wacky Boat
cxcursion piloted by pirates, but you
can't get everything into one woeek-
end.

Meryl observed every move as we
passed through "the locks. .She
learned that they were built a hun-
dred years ago to reverse the flow of
the Chlcago River and carry our of-
fiuvia toward New Orleans.

The start of the Macklnac Race

“was forming and hundreds of salls

seemed an Imaglnary island in decp
water. A red fircboal sent them off
with a stream of colored water,

By flve o'clock we were back in.
our room for a wash-up before din-
ner at the Scampl Restaurant, We
watched the sunset reflect off the
bulldings and the elty light up.
Jonathan was bereft of a cassctte
player for his Batman tape but he
was pleased with the candy on bhis
ptllow and the fact that he wouldn't
have to make his bed.

Our table was near the waterfall
and. there was a special menu for

children: Alphabet soup, “blg juicy *

hurgor" with frics, “hot dogger” and

“gooey” chocolate cake. This was
percelved as an improvement aver
the Bllly Goat.

Camp Hyaltt occupied an ordinary
hotel meeting room but was supplied
wlth coplous slices of plzza and

scoops of ice cream, costumes and

games,

Apprehenslon permeated the alr
as we left behind two reluctant chil-
dren, the Batman tape and our room
number. Melynn Lacco and her help-
ers were in chargo. It was reassuring
to learn that Melynn holds degrees in

v

hatel management and recreation.

We returned to our room expect-
ing o knock on the door at any
meoment. Finally, at 9:30 we checked
to see how it was going.

Jonathan stood before an easel
displaying his drawing of Batman;
telllng the story of the movic (o the
entire group as his tape blasted off
In the background.

Meryl had been ona scavenger
hunt threughout the hotel and there
+were samples of cookles they had al)
made In the kitchen assisted by a
pasiry chef. Camp Hyatt was a big
success.

That night we walked down to the
river where a steel band was playing
in front of the Wrigley ‘Building.
From a hawker on the bridge we
bought Batman and Joker T-shirts.

Early Sunday morning we stood
on the site of Fort Dearborn, now a
watchtower for the bridgemen, ant
pointed to the Wrigley Bullding
across the river where Jean Baptiste
Polnt deSable, the city’s flrst non-In-
dian resident, cstablished his 1772
trading post.

Tables were belng assembled In
front of the Equitable Bullding for

know how to party
in Philadelphia

pounds. n keeping with tradition, fathers often march beside

soNs an:
one lnmnly mmchung logether

.strapped to cach man' by a narness,

often welgh as much as 125 pounds.
Every club has Its own admittance

requirements, but one rule holds true

— all members are men —~ a tradi-

il 1sn’t unusual to see three gcnemhons of men from

tiop left Intact since the parade’s in-

ception. Men become Involved with |

clubs through cthnic affiliatlon, fam.
ily or neighborhdod ties. .
. “Philadelphia is a city of many dis-

tnet ethnic neighborhoods, all of

which malntain a”small-town feel. .

Phlladelphians rdol and cheer.
mightily for thelr faverite clubs —

“from (heir grand parade entrance,

through performance stops along the
parade reute, 10 their final perform-
ance belore the judges.

Judges are professionals, malnly
{rom. the performing arts and com-
muntcation ficlds, who donate their

ime. Al are well-known In-their.

.areas of expertise, but their names

are not revealed to the public,

Many mummers begin learning i

‘the famed “Mummer's .Strut,” an

off-shoot of the popular 19th century

cakewalk dance,-as 1wo- or three- .

year-olds.

In the parade, fathers march be-
slde. sons, with three generatlons
from onc family strutting together a
common sight, Family ties are
strong ‘and this spirit and sensc of
belonging i one of | thc parndc 's chief
attractions.

The 12-hour parade is the climax
of a year of hard work, practice and

' preparatien. The-cycle starts anew

cach year as mummers create new
themes for vach parad

New dance roulines are devised
ate music, v arranged. Lo-
priests . register  cach  club's
theme to ensure vriginality and non-
duplication,

Work continues throughout
year as dance routines or drills are
learned and practiced, music s per-
fected and costumes made. Fund-
ralsing performances are scheduled
throughout the year to defray enor-
mous costume costs which' are sup-
plemented by parade prize money
and “ personal contributions lrnm
mummers,

Experiencing the parade provldet
a feel for the real flavor and heart of
Philadelphia, away from the usual
historic sites and tourist spots.
Street-side viewing all alang the pa-
rade raute is free and has the added
beneflt of standing, elbow-to-clbow,
with’ a cross section of Phl].ldcl
phians. .
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By Kathloen Shiploy
speclnl writer

the annual marathon along
Boulevard. - We discovered stones
from the Coliseum in Rome, the Pyr-""
amlds (n Egypt, Yale University and
Injun Joe's cave in Hannlbal, Mo., all
embedded In the walls of the Tribune
Tower. In the qulct of Sunday morn-
ing one fecls the city In a more per-
sonal way.

Meryl and Jonathan showed limit-
ed interest [n the red hats of Chica-
go's former cardinals hanglng from
the ceiling of Holy Name Cathedral,

Brunch In the glass-walled Cap-
tafn’s Watk Restacrant of the Hyatt
gave us a view of the last of the
marathoners and brought our spec-
tacular weckend to a spectacular
finish.

How would a family of four, in-
cluding two boys ages 14 and 17,
fare at Walt Disncy World? That
was {he question [ found an answer
to this year.,

We did nearly everything wrong.
We walted until the kids were teen-
agers (o go for the firsl time, went
there In the heart of the summer
with the weather at its hottest and
the crowds at their largest — and
loved it anyway,

The most interesting  aspect
turned out to be Epcat Center. It's
loaded with fabulous exhibits and
rides that bolh the teens and adults
found enjoyable.

- and olher cartoon stars.

Disney World trip a success,
despite doing everything wrong

reader’s
report

In Spaceship Earth we were tak-
en on a journcy through the vasl

L
geosphiere that visually identifies -

Epeot Center, This Journey through
history from the days of Cro-Mag-
non man to.the preseat ‘was my
younger son's favorite.

Another favorite was Kodak’s
Journey Into Imaginatlon, an artis-
tic exploratlon of how our fmagina-
tion works. In anather part of this
pavllion the 3-D rock show “Cap-
taln EO,” starrlng Michaetl Jack-
san, was cnjoyed by all.

So was the Image Works, a hands

Smalt visitors 1o Walt Disney World in Orlandoe, ning smile. Also walking the Disney sireets are
Fla.. might wanl to follow this little girl's exam- Mickey Mouse (Goofy's master),
ple and gel-aicel for Gooly's big nose and wi

Donald Duck

on activity center that atlowed us
1o try a variety of limaginative ex-
such as the Lightwriter,
W draws  geotoetric  designs
ser beamns.

Children should be at least 12

. years old to g t the most out of Ep-

; There is another section at Epcot

called The World Showease. llere
we 100k a most interesting look at
ious  countries of the world.
aeh country was represented by
shops, Testaurants and individval
vitlages or pavitions xlwwcnslng a
movie or exhibit,

Everything about The World
Showcase was sensational. What in-
terested the boy: s Lhe food, One
day we had lu the beautiful
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