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~Some concept automoblles point to a dead end

time to fool around with future fan-
. dasy. °

But when the post-World War 11
era seemed {o offer stabilily, serenis
ty and a touch of boredom, the antn-
makers began to attempt to create
thelr own vision of the future.

-THE RESULT was a series of syl
ing exercises considered so wild and
crazy that they had to represent the
future of automolive styling. This
was a logica) outcome of the niid-
1950s fin-car cra, when everyday
cars were gclllng even wilder and
crazier.

Today, there is more attention
paid to concept cars than ever be-
.fore. One reason is that autg stylists
are stil]. feeling the pulse of public
interest, anticipating a change that
could be as dramalic as the sudden
adoption of the so-called “acro look”
that_altered the indusiry at the be.
ginning of the last decade.

Today's concept cars are, in fact,
much closer te production cars tha
in the past and frequently provide
least a broad-brush ook at where
conlemporary car desiga Is headed

special writer

Concept cars fit geatly into the
American dream of l%i future, when
cvuerybody will be wearing strange
clolhies, lving in oddly shaped hous-
es and, of course, driving weird cars.

I i a dream carried forth by a
series of so-called “future cars™ that
minly date back to the early 1960s,
when the idea of a three-wheeled ve.
el ;unwrud by a jet engine
seeried just around the corner, after
a few buys were worked out

-

IN FACT, auto styling and auto
technology seem (o work in u series
of closed loops, with trends repéat-
ing, themselves-as relentlessly as the
ahift frem wide te narrow ties. In the
carly & of the indusiry, a “con-
copt was a ridiculous notion,
smce every bonafide cencept “was
being tried out and marketed in a
mad scramble between the hundreds
of companies trying to get a foothold
W & houming mdumy There was no

@}, As employees of a wull~knuwn
smuli business, we are all suffering
from the effects af the owners’ vpe
coming divoree. Aslde fram the fact
that wr never know who'y golag ta
he in fram nne day ta the next, we
are furced to witness and hecome la-
volved in ot of ‘garbage we feel
shoudd not be brought inte the offlce.
15 there anything that we can doasa -’
graup to muke thlngd less ‘volatlle
and out of control when both owoers
are ber f

u[ the swners. (.cnvr.]ly speaking,
not much can be done as a group
other than 1o agree nn the ways in
which yau- will respond to specifiv
circumstances that come dp  Re
sponding as & unil 18 the key he
because your message won't' b
strong.if there are different cruploy
ee reactions to th me offensive
* behaviors. :

- It is also tmportant o determine
who among you is tn the best post
non to serve as an objective spokes-
man on behalf of the group i and
when necessary. T stress objective
because all too often cmployees find
themselves playing Judpe and jury
without ever realizing 1t. When this

A As cmployves,” your ability to
prove the present situation' -at
ark depends m lurge part on the
wiel of influence you havé with cach

ﬂ

auto talk

.&% McCosh SR

crafters, -a California-based custom

bodybullder.

THE CARS smrl.uul as a design_
exercise on paper, or more Jikely on
a special design computer that al-
lows a designer to build up shapes in
three dimensions.

AT THIS year's North Amcrican
Internitional Auta Show, more than
25 tuturistic design exercises will be
on the show floor, probably the larg-
est collection of such artfol fiber-
),l.n\\ of any show 10 the world,

“The large number of coneept cars
mikes the auto show semething of a

" farum far world design. All the do-

mestie manufacterers will partici-

pate, along® with Pinninfarina, Ber-

tone, Meeeedes  Benz,  Mitsubishi,

Nissan and Toyota.

of these show cars even run,

{ ot that do barely crawl

ound under these own power. Re-

dless, they are.ameng the most

-xpl'll sives virs at the show, with a

foll-powered,  gh-teeh exereise ©

s
costing in excess of 325 millian,
while even a minor styling tweak
running up a $100,000 blll.

CONCEPT CARS have, in fact,
created a minor local industry with
a few highly skilled profotype shops
specializing in the creation of these
design exercises.

One of the largest is Special Proj-
ects, in Plymouth, founded eight
years ago by auto designer Kén
Yanez. Special Projects specializes
in producing the on-off fiberglass
bodies that clad the show cars. Some
of their work Is a joint effort with
ASC Corp. In Southgate, another cus-
tom prototype operation that.also
has a joint ventute with Metal-

Mary

DiPaolo

1focus: small business

OF course, the Imal alleraative is:
win sesreling for employment
Tecenl statisties indicate
the rage dissolves, the
u]]u\\‘ ](.mu-x lhnn being
bank-
cover, each cm-

ployee has the power to plan hus or
—wr future direction in advance of

the final falloutl.

Q. 1'd Iike to start my own cater-
ing bustness after baving had the op-
portunity to plan and coordinate sev-
eral employee events at our compa-

ny durlog the past year. low do 1 °

The in turn guides a
milling mnchmc to reproduce the de-
signer’s vision in threc-dimensional
clay.-Often a 3i-size model is built
first, to test the design, followed by a
full-size clay.

“We take molds off the clay mod-
el. then develop the fiberglass body
from the molds,” said Bill Clark,
specia) projects vice president.

. “Then the inlerior is modeled and
“the interior is fitted. Some of the
cars use full trim, others don't. Often
we have working headlamps and
taultamnps and an Instrument cluster.

“ACTUALLY, YOU den't get too
much out of a driveable vehicle, and
you can run up 2 ot of cost.” One

ceplion is the PPG pace cars,
which lead off major race series, de-
veloped with a special body on an

mnl(t @a smooth transition lmm my
current position to this new career 1
want 10 pursue?

Keep in.mind that the amount of
time you were able to spend on your
sown company’s event planmng ef-
forts during regelor business hours
was probably greater than whit vou
will bave Lo work on for non-compa-
ny events This suggests that {uture
efforts would be limated to your free
ume before work, during lunch or
after hours. If you find that you can
suceessfelly pussue this new part-

tme occupation without infrnging |
on yoNr present umplmm thme,

mare power to you

uusung chassis,

- Constructlon of a concept car usu-
ally is squeezed between the end of a
model year and the beginning of the
show circuit in.January. That puts
enarmous pressure on the companies
producing. thé cars, which nofmally =
are complel just as the show is
opening.

At last year's show, one major dis-

- play slipped from the pedestal the
night before the show opened but
was repaired and reinstalled before .

* the curtain went up,

IF THE test of a fature car is
whelher you ever see it in the future,
most fait the test. Part of the reason
is that there are serlous problems
with some favarite styling concepls.

Bubble tops, for example, are dif-
ficelt 10 make without distortion,
bring in an enormous amount of heat
and always let the rain in on your
head as soon as they are opened. |

Regardless, bubble tops remain.a

‘styling “favorite on concept cars,
Kuarantecing that that particular vi
siop.of the future will never come to
pitss

other job-—

Other than that, ! question your
description of this proposed venture .
as a calenng business. From what
you indicated 1t sounds as though you

st suited 1o conduct business -
ent planner, with independ-
l'nl c.nwnnu services made available
o you on a sub-contract basis. This
is a very important distinction be- ?
cause you don’t want to muslead cus-
tormers aboutl what you actually do

Mary InPaolo s the owner of
MurkeTrends, ¢ Northedlle busi-
ness consulting firme She s ‘alw

producer and Ko The cabic
tetetision series, “Chamber Per-
speettves.’ .

datebook - . .. .

Real Estate Women [ne. mects at
530 p.m. at the Radisson Plaza Ho-

® LEGAL ASSISTING
Thurstay, Jap. 3 — Free legal as-

s1Slant career night begins at 7:30¢ tel. 1500 Town Cénler. Southhield
panin Whe Oakland Center on cam. Program: “Affordable Hous E
s mear Rechester.. Information: ing 1TC Credits and State 1 ams
3703120 Sponsot Oakland Univer- to Create- New- Housing ™ St
sty Information: Lisa Martin, B55-5704)
@ CAREER MGHT ® ACCOUNTANT
Thursday, Jan, 3 — Free seminar ASSISTANTS .
on upportunities for legal assistants Tuesday, Jan, 8 -~ Free aceount.

0.8 80 pn. near Rochester. Infor- ing-assistant informativa nght 6 0.

tion A70-3120 Sponsor Oukland 7:30 prh cnear Rochester Infortae
Univernity . tion:  370:3120. Sponser . Oghland
Umiversity.

© GMAT WORKSHOPS *~ .
Saturdays and Sundays, Juo. 57
s 12:33 Graduate Management -
Mdnaiens Test preparation work-
“hop 2 I to 5 pam, Saturdays and
1:4 30 pan. Sundays near Rochester.
£175. Information;  370-3120. %

pamsor Oakland Universaty.

@ EMPLOYEE HANDBOOKS

Tuesday, Jan. 8 - l)uwlnmn;, an
Employee  Handbook™ Serminar 4
a.m. te 5'p.m. at the Amurican Soci-
ety of Employers, 23815 Northwet-
ero Highway, Southficld. Non-met-
ber fee: $225. Infurination Denis
Moody. 353-4500 Socicty of Employ

N 15 non-profit group.

Sutardays, Jan.-5-26 Geaduate .
Record” Exammaton preparation @ VENTURE GROUP
werkshup 9 aome Lo 12:30 pan. near Thursday, Jan. § -- ‘Southeastern
B toster Fer $135  Information: Michigan Veture Group meets at i

a.m. in the Somerset Inp on T Bea.
ver between Crooks and Coflidpe an
Troy. Speaker Carl A, Halth, provy
“.dent of the Greater Detruit Capital
Corp Non-metber fre §25 fufor-
mation 68Y-BIRI K W 260

3T A Spansor. Oakland Univers
NN

Sturdisa, Jan. Hesutne
ol eeaer Toller workshop, “How ta
Yite Reaumes and cover: Letters
Hnl Illu  Dors™ 9 a.m. 10 noan 10
1t ._220. Includes_one

® QUALITY CONTROL

of conultabion. Information® ot Section of American Seoety for

Loy

Thursdny —Fan.- §——Groate 1= s

o BIRMINGHAM CHAMBER
Thursday, Jan. B - Birminghatn

s Sprake
£ thoe'c

Hhalsp-| H. P uwer,
& Eceentrie
\r.n member fee §23.
tion 634:1700

® JOB-SEARCH.SEMINAR
Ju “How ta
Difficult

redias

Thiwe
- proeented B
hom Fee $45 Information
e i Spatior “Job Search Dy

© PLANNING
Wedne
DIy el

3. Jan, 8 - Power Plan-
werin estute planning, o

come management, insus-
it update, iovests
5 and A queshon-and-
~on o 24 pmooat

2.5
nih Rochester Road.
tinse Mike Harter, 879-
$st & Tnenme Man.
up of Bulttneh & Co

nn’v o Wntog an
ant g panoat
2VE1L Hppgert
ation
Lot

Delowte .

ar Rochester. Fep- '$25. Informa-
tion.  370-3130. Sponsor Qakland
Uawwersity.

* DIHECT MARKETERS”

Thursday, Jan. 10 — ireet Mar-
keting Assyciation of Detrait mects
for lunch at the Sheraton Southfivid
Program: “Twenly-scven Ways to
Use Databases to- lmprove Sales.
Profits and - Customer Relation-
ships.” Non-member fee: $19. Infor-
“mation: 258-8803

® MARKET STRATEGY

Friday, Jaa. 1] — “Creating a
AMarket Strategy” 9 a.m, to 3 pm. at
the  Novi Hilton, 21111 Haggerty,
Novi. Feel $80. Information: Lisa

Pajot, 1-769-6200. Spon\tr Ddoluc‘

& Touche.
® INTERMEDIATE LOTUS 1-2-

Thursdays, Feb. 14 throvgh March
7 - “Lotus 1-2:3 Intermediate” of-

Dance” at the meeting uf the Nation:
al Assoctatwon of Purchasing Man-
agement - Metro Detroit at the Troy
Marnott hotel i Troy. Infurmation
1-772.3727

. PURCHASING
MANAGEMENT
_Thursday, Aprid 18 — "Emerging
Purchasing and Supply Strategies
 for Cumwmwrnuss and mini-semi-
nar “Huyer:Seller Partnering” at
the meeting of the Nauopal Associa-
_tion of Purchasing Management -
Metra Detroit at the Embassy Suites
hute! o Southfield. ln(orm.mon 1
7 :3 3737,

® PURCHASING
-MANAGEMENT
. Thursday, May 16 — Installation
of officery of the National Associa-
ton of Purchasing Management -
Metro Detroit and mipi-seminar’ by
tick Inatome of Inacomp Computer

Public Pur.
Yacht Club

Conters K
chavng™ at, the
Information 177337

Issues

® SMALL BUS‘NESS
DIRECTORY
© Copies of the, Tree "Smait Bu.\ nes s
Resource Dircctory” are avinlable
atall Nau Bank ot Detront offic--
v Thosfokiet. produced by New
d NBD. offers resource in-”
farmation for Opt'r.:lnr\
business

of smail

" informatioti for this colummn
“hotdld be, sent to the bussness vdi:
tor, Quserrer & Eccentrie New
6251 Schooleraft, Lavo- -

156,

Informatan must be reconed |
Ly Monday to be pudlished 10 the
Thursday 1ssue Publication cans
nothe guarantecd

Information should contamn o
dupnmme telephane number where
information can be renfied

fered 749 pm. in J Hills
Fuee: '$85. Information:  645-3639..
Spansor Cranbrook Schools,

@ WORDPERFECT 5.0
INTERMEDIATE |
Mondays, Feb. 18 through Macch 8
“WordPerfect 5.0 Intermediate”
offered 7-9 pm. in Bloomfield Hills,
Fee  $85 Information 6453635
Sponsar Cranbrook Schools, .

® PURCHASING

ALy Spesir dob Search D Quidiey Control hieets 1 (it © PERSONAL ASSESSMENT | MANAGEMENT
Btk Program: “Quality a Comnatmen Photsday lan 10 Persenal Ax-© -Thursday, Mageh 44 Joint
to Continueus Improvement Fee’ I 3 requited for o meeting with  APICS,  pragram
2 REAL ESTATE WOMEN $10 inadvance Information Jetrs <ok Ll University logal = James Belasco on organizatienal
Manday, Jan, 7 Commercial Brown, 234-1647. - : prostam, T309 30 pm change, "Teaching the Elephantsito
marketplace '
Birach Broadeusting ond Profes-  opeopg for a newly refovated and v Eleetoupies of Troy has . RS.VP. Poblic Relatlons was ap-

siowal Practice Resvurees Ioe, has
ol uftice space al Tower 14, a
1870 sq 1 office buld-
Northwestern  Highway,

expanded supenmarket at 85 Liver
nois at Walton Boulevord in Roches
ter Hills, The expanded Kroger store
is 10 thef Campus Corners Shopping
Center. .

on
Saathfeld

Avis Flowees Worldwlde appant- The Better Businesy Bureau De

Cd DO Necdham Deteort as agency  teoit and - Eastern . has
of reeenld < moved to 30555 Southfield Road
Suite 200, Southhield -
Presier Poats Ineof Troy.was  numbers are 6449100,
< feured mthe cember issué of - tve, 6489152 automoby
A Mapazie as ane of the "Aqua  complunl, 6441032, g
1o . . 905A, member hot hine

memberstip, and 64451
Laud Brata of West BloombDeld has
N

Koshar,

serid with Shure \1urlgnxr Co. of Roseabloam, Lamet, u-
“Sthfield spach & Gireen completed the il
pendent peer review of the aeeennt
ihe Rroger Co. tosted a grand”” ing and audinng practice -
__—,— . )
SALE! | iimr SALE!
. 1.-. o, 3
20% OFF ALL ITEMS 20% OFF ALL ITEMS |
320 or Less '20% or Less
: e Doll Fospetal & TPhe Toll Hosg il &
Py Saldicr Shop i 7:7 S‘m’d‘a Séa;
Fart e S - ieray - 4423113 e e

Augint, Baker Coms

. St
i

atwons Con s it advertising
ooy .
Stirush Elrctrival Muchines has se-
Cutet L Iur contraet o suppl

sietets for tts Advanced Eog
o bebhiltin lk.l(-

Teera g Verts

potnted to handle all public relatinns
Tor the Promenade of Hope

Lapides Publicity Group Ine. will
do pudbliesty  for  Chapman and
Hanet B

tlidden Creck !nduslrlr‘ has com- .

pleted” ther
+ Antatontive Hardware

nd Mecham-
cal. Components disisions of Wickes
Mandfacturing Comyany

Obesity Rehabilitation

Cookingharo Clinic of Nutrition & Preventative

Nutrition,

Medicine, P.C.

Gail A. Cookingham, B.S., M.D.
Internal Medicine

Vauounees opening of New Weight Conrrol
Facdity with Exercise Unit 7

at Independence Pointe

7210 Ortonville Road + Suite 200-204
Clarkston, Michigan

1-800-962-6751

Call for tre

P Wl o Ise s

- 620-1900

consultation

A Hospad Dr et of

Presentatne & Suistional Meds e

- VY

*BLOOMEIELD HI
«BIRMINGHAM

S
ANOVIE SOV TOWH CENTIER sum
“EAST LANSINGI4b £ SAG
+DEARBORN HEIGHTS 3

Skis - Boots - Bindings- -

BavarianVillage

FULL LINE - FULL SERVICE SKi SHOPS

A s KA

SWOO0WART a1 Saoare Lare By 338-0609

644.5950

463-2820

T78-7020

anst 2CLS 2L 973.9340

Genesser \afies Ma ‘313, 731 5560
ACHARD LARE RD af 1207

A Traverse iy 6!&22&6700

FRONT St gfiay Scde £ntran 616.941.1999

Tt e B 616-452.1199

347-3323

517.337.0696

aph $62-5560

. *VISA=MASTERCARD>OINERS*DISCOVER* AMERICAK EXPRESS
OPEN DAILY 10-9, SATURDAY 10-6, SUNDAY, 12°5 5

Poles
Skiwear - OQuterwear - Accessories
Downhill & Cross Country
For Men, Women, and Children

MICHIGAN'S LARGEST SELECTION OF::
TOP BRAND SK! GEAR AND APPAREL




