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 MOVING PICTURES

o question about it.

“Ghost,” with Parick
Swayze as the ghost and Whoopi! Goldberg as

top spot for box office takes in 1990. .

“Looks like ‘Ghost’ wins
the box office bonanza

)

‘The totals for 1990's box office re-
celpts won't be In for another week,
so all the wise minds will have to
wait to second-guess the movie ma:
vers running around telling every-
one, “1 told you so0.” R

Probably won't hear too much
from those who were way off base.
No questlon on the number one and
two'slots, “Ghost” and “Pretty Wom-
an." Qulte probably “Home Alone”
will continue [ts phenomenal success
and. take third place. Fourth proba-
bly goes to the “Ninfa Turtles,” but

« after that the rest.of the:lincup Is
stlll open,

In_the meantime, no new fiims
open’in the Detrolt area until Jan, 11
50 here's another week to catch up
on the holiday releases, Look what's
stilf playing: . -
STILL PLAYING:

“Almost as. Angel” (C-, PG, 95
mintites).

A slow, -cliched Paul Hogan

dodsn’t make. it as a probationary
angel,

“‘Bonfire of the Vanities” (C+, R,
1202 minutes),

Unbellevable caricatures and jum. .

bled sub-plots detract from discus-
slon of politics of justice.

“Child’s Play 2" (%, R). .
“Chur;ky"rclnms.

“Dances With Wolves” (A, PG-13,
180 minutes).

Kevin Costner's magnificent ode N
to brotherhood and brutality on :

‘America’s” western frontler during
and after the Civil War,

"Edward Scissorhands” (C, PG-13,
180 minutes).

Unusual young man with scissors '

instead of hands shakes up the sub-
urbs-alter moving in with the Avan
lady and her family.

~
“Ghost" (A+, PG-13, 116 minutes).
Banker's ghost {Patrick Swayze)
hangs around after life to protect
loved one (Demi Moore). Spiritualist
(Whoopl Geldberg) helps him in this
romantic comedy/thriller. *

“Godfather Iil” (C+, R, 161 min-
utes).

Disappoinfing repeat of formula
cstablished in Parts 1 and 11, albeit
slick producuoxrxmh watching.

"Havana" (B, R, 135 minutes).

Robert Redford is high-stakes
poker player in Havana just before
Cuba became Castro’s,

"Home Atone” (B-, PG, 100 min-
utes).

Engaging comedy about-a young
boy (Macaulay Culkln) lcft at home
by accident.

“Jacob’s Ladder” (A, R, 115 min-
utes). '

Sensational, riveting film experi-
ence redeems and rewards with. its
story of Jacob Singer's (Tim Rob-
bins) re-entry to civlllan life after
Vietnam trauma.

Kindergarten Cop” (B-, PG-13, 105
minutes).

Schwarzencgger Is macho and the |

klds are cute but the plot isn'ts/

“The King of New York™ (R, 103

minutes).
Violent return of recently paroled
drug lord.

“Look Who's Talking Too" (F, PG-
13, 75 minutes).
Stupid sequel kas nothing to offer.

“Mermaids” (A-, PG-13, 110 min-
ttes).

Fine romantic comedy features
Cher as an unusual matriarch. Wino-
na Ryder is excellent as her teenage
daughter. |

“Misery® (C+, PG-13, 100 min-
utes.) h .
Story of writer and obsessed fan

walfles back .and forth frem psy-

chotic thritler to stasher eple.
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Al Pacino re-creates his role of

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

Mall plays ’'em again, Sam

By John Monaghan
spocial wrlter e

Humphrey Bogart was one of
those rare actors whose love affalr
with the camera made even hls
worst'fiims watchable. So it's no blg
deal that the monthlong tribute to
Bogey at'the Livonla Mall runs the
gamut from great to godawful,

“The Treasure of Sierra Madre”

(1948} kicks off the series on Tues-
day. In perhaps hls fincst perform-
ance, Bogart is Fred C. Dobbs, onc in

a trio of pro tors who grows
paranoid and"trazy with greed after
stril gol

The adventure was directed by
John Huston, whose natural gifts as
a storyteler plus his use of deep
focus and natural locales made his
film unllke any others at the time.

The tilm also featured the direc-
tor's father Walter Huston In an
Academy Award-winning role as the

-old prospector. John Huston even

shows up as a white-suited tourlst
carly in the film.

IN ONE OF the film's many
amazing sequences, Bogart and part-
ner Tim Holt encounter a shady con-
tractor who refused to pay for their
work. The high contrast lighting and

SCREEN SCENE

simply staged violence make the en.
suing barroom brawl one of the best
concelved fist fights In the movles.

There are similarly great
moments n Huston's "Key Largo”
(1948), which paired Bogart with
Lauren Bacail for the feurth time. H
sereens Jan. 30. Bogart plays onc of
a handful held hostage by psychotic
gangster Edward G. Rebinson in a
Florlda hotel. !

in an odd shading of his heroic
persona, Bogart Is a war veteran and
pacifist.forced to kill again, In a tru- 4
ly suspenseful climax, he guns down
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DETROIT FILM SOCIETY, 5201
Woodward Ave., Detroil, Call 833-
4048 for information. ($25 member-
ship, $4 individual admission)

“A Place In the Sun” (USA -
1951) and “Sitting Pretty" (USA —
1948) share a double bill, starting 7
p-m. Jan, 11-12. The first stars Ellza-

the movies

Dan.
Greenberg

Grading the movies

beth and y CIH(An a melo-
dramatic tale of a factory worker
wha loves a wealthy beauty. “Sitting
Pretty” is the first (and funnicst) in
the "Mr. Belvedre” comedy serles
with Clifton Webb taking up baby-
sitting to write a book about human
nature. .

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, 5200
Woodward Ave., Detroit. Call 832.
2730 for information. ($4) .

“Cyrano de Bergerac” (France —
1990}, through Jan. 20 (call for show
times). Gerard Depardieu stars as

the romantic hero with a large
schnoz wha woos a ‘fair maiden
{Anne Douchet) from behlnd the
scenes. This acclalmed new version
of ‘Edmond Rostand’s play was dl-
rected by Jean-Paul Rappeneau.

DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER,
5020 John R, Detroit. Call 577-8400
for Information. (§5 museum admis-
sion includes ticket, $2-4 children un-
der 12) .

“To the Limit" (USA — 1990),
through April 1991, The latest Omni-
max speclacular intercuts amazing
athletic- feats with an analysis of
how muscles and blood meet the
challenge. Not intended for peaple
with claustraphobia, the movie be-
cames a first-person “Fantastle Voy-
age" inta the human body.

HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL |

' VIDEO VIEWING

LIBRARY, 13671 Michigan Ave,,
Dearborn. Call 943-2330. (free)

“A Chump at Oxford™ (USA —
1940), 7 pm. Jan. 7. Better-than-av-
erage Laurel and Hardy feature
{inds the boys taking on higher edu-
cation.

LIVONIA MALL, Seven Mile and
Middlebelt roads, Livonla. Call 476-
1166 for Information, {free)

“The Treasure of Sierra Madre”
(USA — 1948), 10 a.m. Jan. 8. Hum.
phrey Bogart in perhaps his greatest
role as Fred C. Dobbs, onc of a trio
of gold prospectors. Tim Hel and
Walter Huston co-star in this tale of
greed, directed by John Huston.

MICHIGAN THEATRE, 1630] E-
Liberty, Ann Arbor, 669-8397. ($4.50;
* $3.50 students/senlors)
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A+ Top marks - sure to please

A | Close behind - excellent

A- | Stilfin running for top honors

B+ | Pretty good stutf, not perfect

B -| Good k

B- | Good but notable deficiencies

C+| Justacutabove average

C | Mediocre

C- | Notsa hotand slipping fast

D+ The very best of the poor stuti

D | Poor

D- | itdoesn't get much warse

F | Truly awful-

Z | Reserved for the colossatly bad
]L No atvenced scréening -

By Dan Grocnberg
speclal wrlier

Beginning the new year with a-
look a1 America's pasi may prove
rewarding, Ken- Burns'  stunning
presentation, “The Civil War,” which
aired en PBS last fall, is now avail.
able on nine video cassettes, totaling

- more than 11 hours of excellent, en-

gaging documentation of America’s
bloody Civil War.

Burns has emerged in recent years
as onc of the country’s outstandigg
practitioners of the documentary
film form, with.diverse productions

" ranging from “Brooklyn Bridge” to a
feature-lengih * presentation abaut
i s Governor Huey Long,

Micahe!l Corleone in Francis
" the i

Ford Ci s

n,”

ing epic of the

Corleone tamily.

Winter Weekend Packages!

3eday. 2anght packages
wiilr exieas from

1

Webers Inn

Feoturing our poulside
Jacurzi~ Suwies!
Call for detaiis!

3050 Jackson Rd.. Ann Arhor, M
1.800-443-3050 .

GOT LEGAL QUESTIONS?

CALL ATTORNEY JOHN MOONEY ON HIS NEW

LEGAL.TALK SHOW. . .
“YOU AND THE LAW”
ON WCAR 1090 AM

INFORMATION RADIO
EVERY THURSDAY 8 AM-9 AM

" utes),

The nine tapes in™The Civll War"
series are chronologically ordercd
and present a superb, detalled view
of the war, its causes and complica-
tions and many of the background is-
sucs, issues not always apparent but

. extremely important in understand.

ing how human culture infllcts so
much suffering on its members.

THE NINE arc “The Cause -
1861 (99 minutes), “A Very Bloody
Affair — 1861" {69 minutes), “For-
ever Free — 1862" (76 minutes),
“Simply Murder — 1863“ (62 min-
utes), “The Universe of Baitle —
1863" (95 minutes), -*Valley of the
Shad f Death — 1864" (70 min-
., “Most Hallowed Ground "—
lBMb" (72 minutes), “War Is All Hell
“— 1865" (69 minutes) and “The Bet.

ter Angels of Our Nature — 1865

(68 minutes).

All were first aired in_1990. and
are unrated. Although they’re
»marked “calor,” a good deal of the
photos® Burps incorporated so

« creatively are black and white. -

Burns* technique and his superb
rch are at the heart ‘of the
s impact. Here as in his other
ilms, Burns incorporates all avail-
able sources to present a vivid,

3

-years . . . help us
break this deadly

You never know who

AMERICAN

»

Only 13% of those who contract -
lung disease survive past five

find a way to
cycle.

LUNG ASSOCIATION

(*F SOUTHEAST MICHIUAN

yowmighe be Ilcljwin‘u.‘

gripplng picture of the subject.

Letters home, the music, newspa-
per reports, journals and diaries,
contemporary historlans as well as
the many paintings and photographs
of the Civil War' are, indeed rich
sources. Burns uses them to great of-
fect in a superb mix.

THE THOUGHT of stills on
motion picture film is not particu.
larly inspiring, but here the effect Is
sensational. .

The third eplsode, “Forever
Free,” opens with a montage of por-

“traits of soldiers. Rather than the ob-

&

vious technique, which has the cam..

era linger on individual stills, Burns
cuts rapidly from photo te phote, us-
ing gunfire sound effects as his
motivating transitional force. In ad-
dition, he cuts with a variety of visu-
al transitions creating the dynamic
impression of war's vialence,

Just as Vietnam was our first war
reported live from the front via tcle-
vision, the Civil War marked the

~first combat in our national history.
reported vla pholography.

In the 1B60s, photography cm-
erged as a’viable' commerclal and
professional  medlum, . replacing

" Ploaso turn 1o Page d
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Olympic Gold Medalist

Also Starring
« Susan Wynne & Joseph Driar
« Lea Ann Miller & Bill Fauser
« Kathleen Schimelz :
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Scott Hamilton

v January 12, 1991
Joe Louis Are
8:00 p.m.

ONE PEERFORMANCE ONLY

Albseats reserved - $22,50, $15,00 & 12.50. A limited number of
Gold.Circl aviilable upan requests Great seats un sale now at
the Joe Louis Arena Box Office and all Ticketmasier locations or
charge by phone (313) 6456666, For Reneral information, call;
(313) 567-6000. For group sate information, call: (313) 567.7474.

. Service chirge where applicable. o

Now available through Ficketmasiér.and the Box Office a
sumpiuous pre-show buffet in (he clegant Olympia Club of Joe Louis
Arcna. Scating from 5:30 1057 m. Dinner tickets only $13,00,
Call (313) 567-6000 for infosmmaton. - -
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An IMGL Production

In anvocun with

HELPFUL LEGAL ADVICE
CALL 525-1090 "

18860 W. Ten Mile Road @ Southiield, Michigan 48075

559-5100 ‘
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