imporiant, they're part of our tain range”
1 Not many of these rumn:mis of gluing pigmented panes of glass THE PROBLEM s that many of history.” . canopy made
. : . of metal,
) = "
. . .
S ———— —— A
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Continued from Page 1

counter that by advcrlbing, “Table
Seating for Ladics,”

HERSHBERGER, A graying,
bearded 34-year-old, travels across
the country researching roadside
design and collecting postcards,
maps and signs. He has everything
from a huge 1935 Texaco sign toa
Shell station trademark shell that
an Jowa lamlly lhuugm was a
birdbat|

Many of the slgns are made of
porcelain-enateled steel, which

‘Much of what we do,
where we eat lunch,

where we get our car

serviced, the whole

onto the bullding. By the carly *70s,
the glass was eracking and Knapp
bricked over the exteriory

But a few years ago, Buteh
Knapp, current owner of the
restaurant, went 1o great expense

these signs and buildings aren’t

quite old enough to be appreciéted.
‘But Hershberger points out that the
pace of change today makes things
that happened even 20 or 30 years

ago quite different than now.

development of
suburban area, would
not exist without the
automobile.’

— Dan Hershberger
associate professor.

1o restore the Vitrallte exterior,
‘The interior Is stili that of an carly
*50s inalt shop, complete with a
double-U-shaped counter.

Taly's Drive-In in Plymouth has
a neon sign-from the '60s that
Hershberger says is spectacutar -
and-an orange “mauntain range™

involves placing ground, celored
glass on pieces of steel and then
Ilring it to make a design. The
‘result is a durabe finish |hal holds
up for years.

the past remain, Red Knapp's
Dairy Bar on Maln Street in
Rochester, originally had a
Vitrolite exierior, which involves

slyle canopy over the cars. The

Daly Drive-in in Waync has an
* undulating orange and blue, “f:

and rol)" canopy made out of

metal.

20 years

"X E
‘recent filstory,” " he sg
we talX about the *7057 that'sonly

to talk about the idca of
: "When

ago. But Jook how much

has happened in 20 years"

Hershberger will take a large
garish roadsign over a tasteful
imitation-wood one any day:

"Peeple today want everything
to be homogencous and blend in
with the landscape,” he sajd. “But
these things bave an identity, an

exuberance about them. More

Roadside en-
thusiast Dan
Hershberger
calls this early
‘60s neon sign
at Daly's Drive:
In in Plymouth
- spectacular.
The reslaurant
also has an
orange "'moun-
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